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this noble feeling exifls, in an eminent degree,, in your 
Grace’s patriotic bofom, the Britifh army lias uniformly 

felt, and with the utmoft gratitude acknowlegdes. S 

As an additional proof, if proofs are neceflary, 
of your Grace’s generous condefcenfion, is the per- 
miilion which 1 now enjoy of fubfcribing myfelf, with 
the greateft refpect, j . 

M Y LOR B s 

YOUR GRACE'S- 

MOST OBEDIENT 

AND DEVOTED. 

.HUMBLE SERVANT* 

London, " • ■ 


1NNES MUNR O, 
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x4s I prefume to lay the following betters before the Public f 
upon a fubjeci of fuch importance as the detail of our Military Oper- 
ations in India during the lafl war , I might probably be accufed of 
affectation, in endeavouring to avail myfelf of the common-place , 
though , in this inflame , very jufl apology , of their not having been 
originally intended for the prefs. In thofe hours of relaxation from 
public ditty, which in a camp are too generally devoted to injurious 
excejfes , it was my ufual occupation and favourite amufement to mark 
down , in the form of a journal, the occurrences of the army in which 
1 ferved. fhefe I afterwards comprejfed into the compafs of a letter , 
for the information of my friends in Europe; which 1 tranfmitted to 
them as opportunity ferved. Motives, which I Jhould feel a pleajure 
hi avowing, added to prejfvngfolicitations, have induced me to fuit them, 
to the befi of my ability , for the public eye; but as few officers, like 
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the immortal general of the Romans, are blefi with the talent of 
defcribmg the battles in which they have been engaged, I triijl that the 
following derail will be pent fed with impartiality and candour. 

It has appeared to me that an authentic detail of the operations of 
our armies in India , particularly of that in the Carnatic , which was 
the principal. feat of war, is in fome rneafure necejfary. Partial accounts 
have appeared', but any that has yet come- "within my obfervation fee. ms 
to have had more in view the panegyric or abufe of the civil govern- 
ment and particular governors, than an impartial and candid flate- 
ment of the military fervices. Phe following pages have, I trufi, at 
leaf impartiality to recommend them. Phey conjijl of a narrative , 
written under the immediate impr efforts which the different occur- 
rences at the moment excited ; and 1 hope it will be found that they 
are divefsd of all prejudices unbecoming a perf on who undertakes a 
plain relation of facts. 

Excepting in one infiance, the events which I narrate are 
arranged in exaB chronological order. As the letter which contains 
the fetch of the Mar r at t a war was compiled from the cafual informa- 
tion which I could tnyfelf receive in India , and partly- from the accounts 
of it which have appeared in Europe , I have taken the liberty, that 
I might not afterwards break the chain of military operations, to bring 
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MY LORD, 

While 1 exprefs my confcioufnefs 
that your Grace’s patronage is the beft recommendation 
which this Volume can have with a People who vene- 
rate the name of Northumberland, permit me at 
the fame time to give vent to my gratitude for the 
generous condefcenfion by which that illuftrious title 
now graces my page. 
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'1 o you, my Lord, a Soldier lias a kind of pre- 
scriptive right to addrefs himfelf. The name of Percy 
lias not been more diftinguiflied in the annals of Fame 
i°r military prowefs than for the exercife of every 
humane and Social virtue. How well the dignified 
and lineal reputation for both has been Supported by 
your Grace it is unneceflary for me to repreSent. To 
the rormer the plains of America bear witnefs, and the 
latter has been amply attefted by the grateful panegyric 

or every foidier that ferved under your command* 

■ ; * . ■ ’ ' ‘ • 

A witnefs yourfelf of the fate of our arms in the 
Weftern hemifphere, it may not be unintereftino-. to 
you to trace their exertions in the Eaft. Whilft fighting 
the battles or the fame gracious Sovereign, (though in 
the oppofite quarters of the glebe) there is, in the breaft 
of every worthy foidier, a generous fenfibility which 
fecretiy attaches him to thofe of his profeffion. That 

this 



■was not my intention, when I formed the reflation of fu!,. 
mlttkg the following letters to general perufal, that they Jhould be the 
vehicle of forty rancour or unmanly malignity. I fpeak of men mm 
meafuresfrom the impulfe of the heart, and I tr, eft it will not be found 
that I have widely erred in my opinions. I have not prefumed to enter 
deeply into the masses of politics-. I confideredfuch digreftions as foreign 
to my work, and I felt them in an equal degree repugnant to my 


For the hints which I have taken the liberty , 
gentlemen about to embark for India , , I truf that th 
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will Sufficiently plead my excufe. No voyager to that diftant climate 
(fo far as I have been able to afcer tain) has had the getter oftt-y to. 
caution Succeeding adventurers againft the inconveniences to which he 
btmfelf may have been Subjected from the want of previous fialutary 
counfel ; ft, therefore , the few obfervations which I have ventured to 
make upon that fiubjett Should prove of life to any individual , I Jhall 
feel myfeft amply gratified. 

"The letter which I have Subjoined to my Narrative ref petting the 
Ifle of France, I have a pleafure in avowing to have been dittated by 
the moft patriotic fentiments ; I am not without hopes that the hints 
which I have thrown out in it for the conqueft of that if and may 
hereafter attratt attention, and lay the foundation for an important 
and valuable acquftition to the Brit if h crown. T’he perfett pr attic abi- 
hty of it I have endeavoured to demonflrate ; and I am confident that 
my ideas upon the fiubjett, however f anguine they may appear, are not 
merely chimeric ah 
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The pleafure of commencing that agreeable 
correfpondence which we mutually refolved upon when parting at 
Portfinouth is at lail arrived; and, finceyou have infilled upon my 
fending you the earlieft intimation of whatever might appear inte- 
reftmg in the courfe of my perigrinations, I now feize, with joy, 
the prefent opportunity of tranfmitting to you my fir ft remarks 

upon our fecret expedition under Rear-Admiral Sir Edward 
Hughes. 


This fquadron, with the fhips under convoy, took their de- 
parture from Portfinouth on the 7 th of March I?79> gliding through 

the bay of Bifcay in good order ; and, after failing about three weeks 
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in a foutherly courfe, reached the ifland of Madeira, and anchored 
in Funchall bay, 

I was much delighted with the magnificent fcenery and pic- 
turefque appearance of this place. The Portuguefe feem to dis- 
cover a tafte of antiquity in the choice of their habitations, thefe 

being generally fituated upon the moff conspicuous eminences, 
whence dafoing catara&s defcend in various forms, and feaff the 
eye with a pleafing variety. 

Funchall is the metropolis of the ifland. It is fituated in the 
receJiS of a femicircular bay, about a mile in diameter, and naturally 
defended at both extremities by rocky precipices, upon which flrong 
breaftworks and heavy guns are placed ; being only acceffible at 
one narrow Tandy fpace in the centre, upon which a heavy forge 
inceflantly beats. The town is irregularly built, but contains many 
good houfes, and has one large fquare in the centre, which is the 
only level fpace in its vicinity. 

The hills rife gradually from behind ; and upon the moll com- 
manding of them is ereded a flrong mud fort, which overlooks 
the town. Upon the fides of thofe lofty mountains, the tops of 
which are generally covered with clouds, are magnificent monafteries 
and nunneries, with villas and vineyards interlperfed ; the whole 
affording a moft delightful profped from the bay. 


The 


The character of the natives here exadly correfponds with that 
ufually given of the Portuguefe nation, but the Englifh who refide 
in the town are lavifh of their civilities to all Grangers indifcrimi- 
nately ; for a foreign veffel or fleet no fooner arrives than they vie 
with each other who fhall fhew them the greatefl: attention ; laying 
their houfes and tables publicly open to the whole, and entertaining 
them fumptuoufly. 

Here the churches, like moft catholic places of worffiip, appear 
well flored with riches. A handfome theatre has lately been built, 
but good dramatic performers are very fcarce. 

The governor was lb much taken with the appearance of our 
foidiers, that he obtained permiffion from Sir Edward Hughes to 
land two companies of Highland and Welffi grenadiers, that he 
might fee them go through their evolutions in the grand fquare, 
where the Portuguefe foidiers were drawn up as fpedators. Our 
troops were handfomely drefled, and went through their manoeu-' 
vres, firings and evolutions, with uncommon adivity and fteadi- 
nefs. A well conduded charge finifhed the review, which had 
afforded univerfal fatisfadion and delight ; and the officers and fol- 
dieis were afterwards handfomely entertained by the governor. 

They experience in this place, at particular feafons of the year, 
a prodigioufly difagreeaole hot wind, which blows from the coafh 
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of Africa ; and, although it croffes a great trad of the Atlantic, 
y et is its violence fo feverely felt in this ifland as frequently to 
fplit the furniture and wainfcoting in the houfes. Thefe winds 
are often attended by violent dorms of thunder and lightning, one 
°f which druck our whole fleet with conffernation whilft in Fun- 
chall bay, and obliged many of the fhips to put to fea in the night- 
time, for fear of being driven on the rocks. 

Having been a month at this ifland, Sir Edward proceeded upon 
his voyage, and, palling through the Canary ifles, arrived upon 
the coaft of Senegal. When the fleet had come in fight of Cape 
de Verd, a fignal was made for all captains of men of war, and 
others, to repair on board the admiral’s flfip for inftrudions. The 
pregnant mountain was now truly delivered of a moufe , and the 
myfterious fecret revealed by orders to prepare for the attack of 
Goreel an unimportant fortified ifland belonging to the French, but 
commanding the entrance of the river Gambia on the African coaft. 

We were no fooner in fight of the rock and flag-ftaffof Goree, 
than the flat-bottomed boats were got ready, and the Ihips of war, 
with the whole lquadron, ;fell into a line of battle. ' Trunks, hen- 
coops, beds, &c. were now thrown overboard to clear for adion, 
and each ihip was allotted her ftation in the attack ; fome covering 
the land-forces, who were to make a defcent, whilft the bombs 
and Ihips of war were to deal deftrudion around, and a great car- 
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nage was of courfe expected. Thus the whole fleet made a Iplendid 
entrance into Goree bay, when a flag of truce was fent afhore in 
form to demand a furrender of this important garrifon. The 
event which followed was truly laughable — the whole place 
was found abandoned to one poor French fufileer, who, upon our 
appearance, had hoifted an old table-cloth upon the flag-ftaff of the 
fort, and followed the reft of his companions to the continent, 
proceeding to the attack of Senegal, having firft precipitated all 
the ferviceable guns of Goree over the rocks into the fea. 

After making the necefiary arrangements, and landing on this 
little ifland about three hundred of the 75th or Wellh Regiment, 
under the command of Lieutenant -Colonel Rooke, Sir Edward 
Hughes proceeded, with the fquadron and Indiamen under his com- 
mand, to this place, (the Cape of Good Hope), where we arrived 
rather in a fickly condition. It is hoped, however, that the troops 
and feamen will ipeedily recover from the fatigues of the voyage, 
our prefent fituation being in a temperate climate, where we are 
plentifully fupplied with all kinds of frefh provisions and vegetables. 
I add no more, but that we are certainly deftined for the Eaft Indies, 
where I hope that I lhall frequently hear from you. Adieu. 


LETTER 
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Madras, February 1780* 

Having now arrived at the place of our detonation 
incumbent upon me not to let this opportunity flip 

ldmg y ° U 3 &w linra ° f obfervation upon the latter part 
)us voyage. 


M at the Cape of Good Hope nea 
»re health to the fick, and to avoid 
coaft at an unfeafonable time of t 
- June fleet from England joined 
3 command of Sir Edward Hughes, 
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over it a fheet of fog, which, in a calm day, falls down upon each 
fide in the form of a table-cloth. When this appears, the natives 
fay 4 The devil has covered his table,’ as it is an infallible fign of 
an approaching gale of wind from the land. The next, 2095 feet 

m hei S ht ’ is tiie Su S ar Loaf, which bears upon its top a fignal-flag 

and two guns; as does the Lions Rump, a third hill, 1102 feet 
high. 

The town is large and very regularly built, the Greets being at 
right angles. Through each of them runs a fmall rivulet ; and in 
the centre is a fpacious fquare, which fervesfor the market-place. 
Adjoining to the town are the Dutch Company’s gardens, to 
which ladies and gentlemen refort in the cool of the evening to 
fau nter through beautiful arbours and rural walks laid out with 
exquifte tafte. There is alfo fituated at the upper extremity a 
menagerie , containing a curious coJle&ion of all the wild beafts and 
birds of Africa. 

At the north end of the town is erefted a fmall mud fort, and 
all along the fea-beach breaftworks and heavy batteries are alfo 
conftrudted at proper diftances. Thefe, however, are only formi- 
dable in name, for the Dutch have very few troops to defend the 
fettlement, 500 regulars being the whole eftablifhment ; and as 
for the militia, they are not only contemptible foldiers, but fo 
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Mattered over the country as. to be incapable of elver rendering 
effectual fervice. There is no doubt that this place, in its prefent 
ftate of defence, might become an eafy acquifition to a very incon- 
fiderable force. Even the troops in our fquadron could have put 
it, at the time we were there, into the poffeffion of Great Britain 
with little or no lofs ; nor do I believe the inhabitants would have 
difliked the change, for, from what I could learn, their liberty is 
touch cramped by the Dutch. 

I have feen no place in the courfe of my travels where people 
feern to enjoy fo much domeftic comfort as in this. Having but 
few opportunities of fpending money, none alpire to great wealth, 
nox are there any miferably poor. Happily for them, the phleg- 
matic dxfpofxtion of their mother-country renders their ideas, 
and confequently their wants, fo few, that they are contented 
with, and never look for more than, a moderate competency. It 
were fortunate for fome of our countrymen, if, en pajfant to the 
Eaft Indies, they took a few leflons of moderation from the con- 
tented inhabitants of the Cape. ’ 

: . ; : During our ftay here we made frequent excurfions into the 
country, and were every where treated with the greatefl hofpita- 
lity and kindnefs. The place which moft attracted my attention 
was the vineyard of Conjiantia, , from which, you know, is pro- 
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duced an exquifite wine, held in great eftimation in Europe. I am 
now well allured that the annual produce of this farm would not 
be equal, in feven years, to one year’s confutation of a wine fold 
under that appellation even in Britain. It is pleafantly fituated on 
the eaft fide of the Table Land, near the road leading to Falfe Bay, 
and is a general receptacle for the amufement of all foreigners. 


The fyftem here for the treatment of Grangers differs widely 
from that pradifed in the ifland of Madeira. The Hollander thinks 
it no degradation from the charader of a gentleman, upon the 
arrival of any foreign veffel, to convert part of his houfe into a 
tavern. By this means the Granger is inftantly accommodated 
with bed, board, and wafhing, for the reafonable fum of one rix- 
dollcir per day. The places more particularly allotted for the pur- 
pofes of entertainment are the billiard and dancing houfes, which, 
among the Dutch, are the fcenes of their moft favourite amufe- 
ments.. Moft of their Haves are good mulicians, fo that dancing 
is quite common in every houfe. Their tables abound with pro- 
vifions and fruits of the moft excellent quality; neatnefs and 
cleanlinefs univerfally prevail, and they are obliging in the greateft 
degree. Both Englifti and French are Ipoken by moft of the na- 
tives with fluency. This was the firft place in which I had ever 

feen large tureens of hot fat broth and roafted legs of mutton pre- 
fented at fupper. 
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The flieep of this place are of a very peculiar Ipecies. The 
mutton is as large as in England, and equally good ; but their large 
fiat tails, entirely one lump of fat, are fometimes fo long as to 
trail upon the ground, and weigh twelve or thirteen pounds. Bul- 
locks are here rendered very ferviceable, being early accuftomed to 
harnels. Four or fix of them, yoked in a team, will continue to- 
canter, with the lame Ipirit as horles, for twelve or fifteen miles 

at a time. They have alfo an excellent breed of hardy little 
horles. 

The Dutch foldiers make a pretty good appearance upon the 
parade, but fall greatly fhort, in alertnefs, of French or Britilh 
troops. Upon our arrival here we found about two hundred con- 
valefcent French foldiers and officers. Thefe good-humoured 
fellows were one day very roughly and ill treated, in the Company’s 
gardens, by fome of our drunken tars who had come on Ihore for 
water. You may eafily imagine that Jack was in the wrong, but 

he could not withftand the opportunity of having a knock . at the 
'French. 

1 mull: not omit mentioning the extraordinary warfare carried 
on againfi: this town by the baboons and monkies, inhabitants of 
the Table Land. The. accounts of it are, doubtlefs, exaggerated; 
but, as I have been informed, not entirely deftitute of foundation. 

Thofe 
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Thofe mountaineers are fo jealous of an invafion of their territories, 
that, when any perfon attempts to mount the Table Land, parties 
of them are found ready at every narrow defile to oppofe the 
iflailant, on whom they roll down ftones, or throw them with fuch 
dexterity, that often recourfe to fire arms is neceflary before they 
can be difperfed. It is affirmed that baboons have been known to 
overpower and ravifh the Have women, who have gone thither to 
procure wood for fuel. At other times they affemble during the 
night in numerous bodies, and, under appointed leaders, make fre- 
quent incurfions to rob the town gardens. On thefe expeditions 
they maich down the hill in regular Indian files, with an advanced 
guard, and out-fcouts that keep a watchful eye over the enemy ; 
and they are difpofed in fuch a manner, that when the van enters 



the garden the rear extends to the hill. Having polled their fen- 
tinels, the leading monkey mounts the tree, plucks the fruit, and 
chucks it to his neighbour. By this mode of conveyance from one 
to another, along the whole line, it reaches the rear-guard at the 
hill, to whofe charge the whole is intruded until they found the 
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i 'owards the end of O&ober Sir Edward Hughes took his 
leave of the Cape of Good Hope. It was generally expeded that an 
attempt would now be made upon the ifle of France ; but the admi- 
ral, in purfuance it is probable of limited orders, proceeded by the 
outward pafiage to Madras, where the whole fleet fafely arrived 
in the end of January 1 780. 

Nothing but harmony, good-humour, and a mutual exchange of 
politenefs, are wanted to make an India voyage a moft agreeable 
paity of pleafure. Unlefs it be for a week or a fortnight, that, 
fometimes, in the bay of Bifcay, or off the Cape of Good Hope, 
the India fhips meet with a gale of wind, in which, however] 
danger is feldom to be apprehended, the reft of the voyage, though 

long and tedious, is neverthelefs, in many refpeds, extremely 
agreeable. 

In this, as in many other conveyances of the fame nature, par- 
ticular attention is fliewn to the accommodation of thole who pay 
an handfome price for it ; and too often, for that purpofe, encroach- 
ments are made upon the rights of young writers and cadets 
whofe inexperience in the world fubmits them to the impoiifions of 
felfilh defign. Though they are entitled to a place in the great 
cabin, yet their ignorance and complaifance frequently induce them 
to content themfelres with a birth in any bye-corner of the Ihip. 

The 
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The entertainment on board is far fuperior to what one would 
exped ; nor do they want for amufements to pafs away the time. 
Some play at cards, others backgammon — a third takes up a book, 
whilft a fourth party runs over a few duets upon the violin -and 
flute. When thofe become tirefome, great diverfion is found in 
fi thing, and in linking albicores, lharks, and dolphins; or in firing 
balls at birds, particularly the albitrofs , a large fpecies of the fwan, 
commonly feen within two or three hundred miles round the Cape 
of Good Hope, and which the French call Montons du Cap. This 
fowl is fo tame as fometimes to be hooked from the ftern windows, 
but it is of no ufe for the table. When birds are not to be teen, 
then a calk or fome other objed is towed a-tlern for the purpofe of 
pradifing the gun. In the evenings, particularly when the moon 
thmes bright, which in the warm climates is enchanting beyond 
defcription, the catgut fcr aper (for he feldom afpires to the emi- 
nence or appellation of a violin-player) is turned upon deck, and 
all hands fet to dancing. If ladies happen to be on board, country- 
dances are often performed to admiration upon the quarter-deck, 
Fiom habit, the motion of the fhip becomes wholly imperceptible, 
chough, pei haps, in the trade-winds, the goes at the rate of five 
or fix miles an houi ; nor is it uncommon in thole delightful lati- 
tudes for the fhip to continue her courfe for three or four weeks 
fucceffively, without altering the pofition of her fails. 



hat is moft to -be dreaded in the cotirie of thefe voyages is 
the icurvy, or the fatal prevalence of fome epidemical diflemper. 
The former, unfortunately, was too common amongfl us, notwith- 
standing every precaution to prevent it- and this leads me to con- 
clude that it was occafioned by the men being too much fed upon 
animal food, without a neceffary proportion of the vegetable acid. 
Seamen or foldiers fhould never upon a voyage get as much, at one 
time, of fait beef or pork as they can eat., I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that meat of all kinds fhould be fparingly dealt out to 
them, and abundance of vegetables given in its place, fuch as po- 
tatoes, peas, pickled cabbage, preferved carrots and turnips, rice, 
barley, and plenty of onions or pumpkins ,* and, if apples could be. 
preferved for that purpofe, they would be a great acquifition. 
The men fhould be accuflomed to ufe vinegar with every thing 
they eat, and have fait fifh once or twice a-week. I fhould alfo 
think it advifeable for all fhips to flop fome days about the line, 
in order to catch frefh fifh for the crew, which might be pickled 

or falted, and would anfwer as a change for feveral days. All 

allowances of rum or brandy fhould abfolutely be mixed with 

* In the courfe of my return home from India on board of a French merchant 
%>, I w. thoroughly fatisfied of the good eft* arifing from a pro ^^ Ztf 

' r T Were n0t Crowded ’ and We ^ fed very fparingly upon meat Rice 

ur , r * reM ^ ** »• ,t:i 

times a-week, being alfo well exercifed with dancing and wort- r 

was, that we had not a fidq man on board during the whole voyage. 
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water ; and, if a little vinegar and fugar could be now and then 
added to make punch of it, fo much the better. The men fhould be 
obliged to drink the half of their allowance whenever it is received * 
and I think gin a far more w holefome liquor, upon a voyage of 
this length, than either brandy, rum, or arrack.. 

The harmony fubfifting in a fhip, during a long voyage, greatly 
depends upon the difcretion, prudence and good fenfe of the com- 
mander. Many of the captains of Indiamen, by their polite atten- 
tions, rendered this voyage fo agreeable to thofe of our officers and 
men who were fortunately under their charge, that their parting 
at Madras was the caufe of mutual regret; while others, of a more 
perverfe and arrogant difpofition, kept up, during the whole voy- 
age, one continued fcene of altercation with the king’s troops on 
board their veffels. Thofe differences partly arofe in conference 
of proper arrangements and regulations not having been made pre- 
vious to the commencement of the expedition ; a negleA which, 
if not remedied in the future tranfportation of troops to this country, 
may prove the caufe of fatal difafters ; as military gentlemen will 
find it a difficult matter to keep the fword Iheathed under fuch 
infupportable infolence. 

Adieu. 


letter 




Pondamalee, March 1780. 

tli f herto I have only been ab Ip tr> ,, ,j 

*om England ; but, as we are now in fome degree fettled here “i 
hope to render our future correfpondence more particularly intereft- 
-ng. In the mean time I thall endeavour to amufeyou with home 
account ot Madras, and the moil remarkable cuftoms of the Indians. 

' . As our iquadron approached towards Madras ah became inqui- 
■bve after the accommodations of the place, and the cuftoms of its 
inhabitants. Thefe the Ihip's officers warmly defcribed to us in 
themoft favourable light; but, to our great Appointment, the 

ZdT n "7 " C f ed &0m the “ **""'* Pr °« d — 

unded upon hear-fay than experience. Thofe gentlemen feldom 
re Me « any of the fettlements above a few weeks at a time, which 
lor the moft part is fpent in a dungeon (for the thops of M “ 
can hardly be called any thing elfe), feting off Jir private 
veftments to the beft advantage. 
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The furf upon the Coromandel coaft was painted to us in f uch 
an aw » ight, that; when we were at anchor in Madras roads I 
conceived the word part of the voyage yet to come. Ocular de- 
tnonfeation, however, convinced me of its infignificance ; and, upon 

veroi^s Wh T N |i rth 1, Brltain ’ 1 hlW fen fUrSeS eqUaI ' 7 dan ‘ 
“ ous What makes this appear more formidable than others of 

equal height is, that there are three breakers within fifty yards of 

each other, the lad of which drikes with great force upon L beach 

We were quite deceived in our ideas of the king's barracks 
and other accommodations for his Majeft/s troops, which were thid 
O be of a fuperior druaure to any thing of the kind in England 

11 y tIW exa ^ted accounts we received, nothin* feemed 

wanting at Madras to complete our happinefs but a little air of 

‘ P ’ ^ Wep,erfed ° UrfeU '“ *e refleftion of comin* 
o a country fo replete with every luxury and comfort. We chid 

he tardy progreflion of our ihips which ' prevented us from ^ 
ipeedy participation of fuch pleafures. But thefe, alas! proved in 
the end to be mere chimerical dreams, 

offtoTf anCW£d “ ^ fMds ***** boats came 

. ! ; °; med UP ° n 3 C ™ s condrudion, exprefslv for croff 

«g ^ e m having high fries and few timbers of thin planks 

together with the bark of the cocoa-nut tree, which renders ' 
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them exceedingly pliant. They are frequently attended by cotta- 
morons, which are na more than fnjall rafts , of three planks lathed 
together at both extremities and, in the middle, upon which two 
or three expert fwimmers mount, and paddle through the water 
with great dexterity. Thofe boats were filled with people of 
various dark complexions, dreflbd in robes and turbans of beautiful 
white muflui, having large gold earrings, fet.with precious hones 
hanging down to their fhoulders, and in their noftrils fmall rine’ 
of the fame kind. They were alfo barefooted, and' wore whifkerl 
hen thefe natives came upon deck, mo ft of them fainted the 
Officers and others of the t hip with the moft profound refpefl 
feeming to be old acquaintances. This was followed by a familiar 
ponverlation between the Englifh gentlemen and Vinkiti, Ranumah 
Naiga^h, Chriftnah, and others (for thefe. were the names of 
the Imhans), concerning the fale of Britifh goods, which the 
Qubajhes affined them was at leaft cent, per cent, in their favour - 
eataUes and drinkables in particular they' declared ‘ the Emdiffi 

■. S4ntk r W ° Uld a ‘ aU timK giVC ** 1“ ‘he mean 

■me, others of them were, with all the inflation in the world, 

offering their fervices to the pafltngers on board, each extolling 

his own abilities to the Ikies, hinting in ftrong terms that his next 

companion was a great rogue, and giving a private and friendly 

*° gmtW with ">“® he fpoke not to take that 
* The Indian name for a Reward,. 
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fellow into his ierviee. Written charaders were alio 'produced, 
fome of which- were forged, .and others would bear but a very 
flight inveftigatioh. ' Although they have naturally a great {hare 
of addrefs, yet their too eager proffers of fervice lead one, I believe 
juftiy, to a fufpicion of . their fincerity. They will exclaim that 
4 they require but little wages; nay, rather than not be your 
e dubafh, they will ferve } r ou for nothing ; and, if mafter ftiould 
4 at any time have oceaflon for a little money, the dubafh’s purfe 
c fhall always be devoted to his convenience.’ Nothing could be 
better fuited to the indigent circumftances' of a military gentleman 
than a fervant of this liberal difpofitiom By us, who Were entire 
ftrangers, fuch, offers of -.friehdfhip were- not to be rejeded ; and, 
deluded by fpecious profeffion, many of us were egregioufly de- 
ceived. I underftand it, indeed, to be the fate of moft new vifitors 
here to be fadly harafled by the tribe of dubafhes ; but without 
whom, notwithftanding their extraordinary impofitionsy a perfoii 
would fuffer great inconvenience. It is therefore prudent for a 
ftranger to fubmit to the prefeat neceftity 'until he becomes better 
acquainted with the manners of the countrv, - . * 

*>■■■■ X ■ " 

fv - a. :■■■! :■ % A .xe: yTyrii rif : )a ./ ;.'.d .iuts Ay 

Ail thofe.-natives: have, fuch a -geiiteel and delicate mien, that,; 
together with their drefs, a ftranger is apt to take tlnettt for- women $ 
and it is truly laughable to .hear the Highlanders*.' under that 
pals their reraarksa .upon .them in the. Gaehc language'/ 

T) e 4 fmoke 



‘ hnoke the whites of that huffy,' f ays oni , . Well; I never 
‘ luppofed till now,’ obferved another, < that there was any place in 

‘ thlsworld "’here the women wore beards.’ And, upon feeing one 

of them who was very corpulent ftalk about the deck in an unwieldy 
manner, a third wondered « how fhe could have ventured on board 
‘ fo far gone in her pregnancy.' All of them were taken for ladies of 
eafy virtue ; and it was only in attempting to ufe a few familiarities 
With them as fuch that the Highlanders difcovered their miftake. 

11 figl“ * Madras to fee Europeans in fuch an 

uncommon drefs as ours, an immenfe concourfe of people were 
collected upon the beach to fee us land. I am certain not lefs than 
50,000 fpeaators were affembled upon this occafion, and amoneft 
the reft Hyder Ally's «*,/ or ambaffador, who did not feem to 

relilh an augmentation to the garrifon of Madras of rooo foldiera 
and 45 officers. :■ 

Wc were now ufhered into the king’s barracks, fo magnificently 

“ ;° t " “ ^ are nothing bettlthan L 

old brick fabric of two ftories in height, much refembling a P„ rt „. 

guefe convent. The upper ftory is laid out into apartments f - 
the officers, and in the under the fM’ ^ 01 

.. , . Mer the foWiers ^ accommodated, both 

being of a very mean appearance. The officer s’ 
e. . . , , r 1 ae omce rs rooms, the walk 

«£ which were black with dirt, had been f r 

’ nad been for fome time ufed as a 


granary 



granary, io mat rats ana mice were very numerous ana laminar 
all over the quarters. Here we had occafion to contemplate our 
fate in a new point of view, being left between bare walls, con- 
taining nothing but a few earthen pots or jars to boil rice in, a prey 
to fats, mice, and knavifh dubafhes, who well deferve the name of 
European tormentors. 1 muft fay, however, that the governor. 
General Monro, and feveral other gentlemen, fhewed us great at- 
tention, and often teftified their companion, by inviting our officers 
to their houfes while the regiment remained at Madras. 


Fort St. George is the prefidency of the Company’s fettle- 
ments on the Coromandel coaft. At prefent Sir Thomas Rumbold 
holds the place of governor, and Sir Hedtor Munro- that of com- 
mander in chief of the forces. Fort St. George is faid to be the 
handfomeft fortification in the Britifh dominions. It is fituated in 
a flat fandy country, and is furrounded, both naturally and artifi- 
cially, by water, excepting on the fide next the Black Town, 
which has additional outworks to it on that account. Its form is 
an irregular hexagon, well built; having the faces towards the fea 
conftrudted in the fhape of a contracted crown-work; the curtains 
of which are built like the fide of a fhipof war, with a tier of large 
port-holes for heavy cannon. Thefe are level with the water, and 
covered by bomb-proofs, above which the rampart is en barbet . , 
with a parapet only to the flanks. All the works, even the face 
•next to the fea, are encompaffed by very handfome Broad ditches, 

which 



winch are kept conftantly full of clear fait water, and 

fC3rpS arc OCCallonaII 3 r found a fupplj of fine large oytle 
garriion is bleffed with one of the finefr fountains offreil 

all India; and has a refe rvoir fit to contain twelve mont 
atice of it for the .whole inhabitants. It is fio limpid and 
to the tafte, that connoiffeurs prefer drinking it pure to t 
tion of its falutary qualities with a mixture of fh, n. 



[ 2 3 3 

The Company’s officers have acquired juft praife by their 
fteady adherence to the duties of their profeffion, which the excellent 
order of their fepoys clearly confirms, and which ftrikes every 
ftranger with admiration aid furprife. It is hardly credible, 
though tiue, that few troops in Europe cut a better appearance 
upon the parade; and I have been told by fome veterans here, that, 
when led on by European officers, they behave in the field with 
aftonilhing conduit and intrepidity, 

Theii uniforms have a very military appearance, confifting of 
a red light -infantry jacket, a white waiftcoat, and a blue turban 
placed in a foldier-like manner upon the head, edged round with 
tape of the fame colour with the facings, and having a taffel at the 
lower corner. The fepoy has a long blue faffi lightly girded 
round his loins, the end of which, palling between his legs, is- 
iaftened behind. He wears a pair of white drawers, tightly fitted, 
which only come half down his thigh, and, being coloured at the 
lower end with a blue dye, appear as if fcolloped all round; a 
pair of fandals upon his feet, white crofs belts, a firelock and 
bayonet, complete the fepoy’s drefs. 

Thefe black corps have attached to them a full complement 
of native as well as European officers. The former rife according 
to their merit from private fepoys; and,, before the moft of them 
arrive at the rank of fubidars or captains (for higher they do not 
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go), they become quite bald and grey in the fer vice; and their 
hoary beards and whifkers cut a mod venerable appearance at the 
head of a regiment. Their rank gives them no authority except- 
ing over their own countrymen ; for an European ferjeant would 
command any of the native officers upon duty. The drefs of the 
black officers is much the fame as defcribed above ; with this dif- 
ference only, that their coats are made of fcarlet cloth, with tinfel 
epaulets, light drawers all the way down to their ankles, and a 
large crooked fcimitar by their fides. All words of command 

are given in Englifh ; and each battalion has a good corps of drums 
and fifes. 

yi ' VVy'V "yV 'yiy:yf ' : ■- : y : V'yy.V:;.:. y . y.V 4 ■ 4- A ■ 

All the Company’s European officers are promoted by regular 
rotation ; which, with the frequent opportunities they have of Jeeino' 
fervice, gives them a vaft fund of profeffional knowledge. Thev 
are fortunate who arrive at a company after twelve or fourteen 
years fervice, by which time, their examplary and affiduous atten- 
tion to duty and difcipline renders them fit to be intruded with 
the mofl important command. Thofe who have by this means 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the fervice feldom fail of being recom- 
penfed in their advanced years with feme handfome appointment, 
by which they can with care live comfortably all the ref! of their 
lives. But, to fpeak truly, this independence is literally earned by 
the fweat of their brows. 


Thofe 
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Thofe who are new to this climate are cruelly harafled in 
-he n,ght-t,me by the Mufquito flies. No precaution whatever can 
prevent them from preying upon the ruddy cheeks of a frelh- 
coloured European, as they have fuch a particular relith for foreign 
blood that they Will never deft* from their pnrfuit until all the 
iou B e is completely extrafled, leaving their viaim a miferable 

poi^ ' T h ' S ^ fWdled ^ h * S CyeS “ bUmpS Uke ‘h' finall- 

P . ^ an Ulcers in the legs, that with feme do not clofe up for 
eveia mont s. The fling is fully as poifonous as that of a bee. 

. The Eur0 P ra “ refidents here f eem to be chiefly employed in 
avoiding the exceflive heat of the c,imate ; and indeed it' is n« » 

o.I,r itT at ’ f ° r r “ e ^ f “ 1S int ° krable - Whe “ «* 

her IS common for people to be carried in covered beds, ftp. 

vehiclc UP rT n S ft ° UlderS; te “ ° r tWdV ' e aIiottoJ *> «ch 

* Cb, Which is called a fala^uin. Wheel-carriages are likewife 
— us among* the higher ranks of people. The native g” 
are, OI t e moft part, conveyed in a two- wheeled machine 

bl“hh C3 “ ed 3 ^ ^ * «*» « four’ 

as no 7 r ! ^ “ htre “ high eftimation, 

tl t0 ^ Ufed fOT drau S bt ’ but idols of worihip • an d 

the Moonfh ladies frequently ride upon them crofs-leg J ' t w 
•being carefully trained for the purpofe. . 7 


£ 


The 
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The manners of the people in this country differ fo widely 
from thofe of the Europeans, that it would require a volume for 
the purpofe of relating them fully. It feems to be an invariable 
maxim with all of them to prey as much as poffible upon Europeans, 
being contented with that mode of retaliation for the conqueft 
of their country. Children from their earlieft infancy have 
inftilled into them all the principles of diffimulation and defign 
more carefully than thofe of religion ; and fervants have eftablilhed 
fuch a fyftem of regulations for their purpofes, that it is impoffible 
to get the better of them in any one point whatever. They 
actually hold regular meetings amongft themfelves, headed by the 
moft important perfon. in each department, to determine how 
much per pound of meat from the market ihall be impofed upon 
their mafters; how many fanams in the pagoda Ihall be over- 
charged monthly ; and what quantity of tea, fugar, and liquors, 
(hall be allotted for their own emolument. It is however lingular 
that in tkefe regulations they generally pay fome regard to the 
particular circumftances of their mafter but they, are, notwith- 
standing, univerfally actuated by the fpirit of rapacity. Salary is 
no conllderation with thele men ; nor would’ a fervant continue a 
week with his mafter did he not fee a probability of defrauding 
him out of at leaft triple his ftated wages. They have likewife 
fo fettled it amongft themfelves, that, fhould the mafter upon any 
occafion attempt to ufe violence towards his domeftics, which 

fometimes 
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fometimes Europeans are provoked to do, he will find himfelf in- 
ftantly abandoned; nor are any permitted to ferve him until he 
does penance for four or five months by fhifting for himfelf. 
Then, perhaps, they may be induced to drew a little lenity, and 
fend him the moft acute villain of their gang to offer his fervices, 
in order to break in the gentleman, as they call it, to the cujioms of 
the country. They are alfo particularly careful to inflid the fevered 
punifhments upon any one of their number who dial! venture to. 
deviate from thofe regulations. 


The numerous band of fervants that a gentleman is obliged 
to keep m this country occafions an immenfe expenfe in the hip- 
port of a family. This edablifhment originates from no other 
caufe than the political divifions of their cads, and their indolent 
cudoms, which they take every pains to make you believe are 
the bafis of their religion. The Englifh therefore take not any 
deps for the reformation of their manners, but thoughtlefsly con- 
tent themfelves with the impofition, although it is materially 
repugnant to their filtered. No perlon confiders himfelf as com- 
fortably accommodated without maintaining a Dubafh at four 
pagodas per month, a Butler at three, a Peon at two, a Cook at 
three, a Compradore at two, and kitchen boy at one pagoda; and, as 
in India no man will put his hand to any bufmefs but his own, 'an 
Hairdreffer and a Barber at half a pagoda each, a Waflierman at 


one, and an Ironer at half a pagoda, with- a Tailor occafionally at 
three pagodas, muft be had ; to which add nine Palanquin boys at 
one and an half pagoda each, and an Horfekeeper and Graflcutter 
at two pagodas, and the amount for fervants alone will be thirty- 
fix pagodas, or 14I. 8 s. flerling per month, without including the 
expenfes of the horfe or zenana. I will acknowledge to you 
that fome of thefe fervants are abfolutely neceflary in this hot 
climate, but I am alfo perfuaded that many of them might be 
eafily difpenfed with. All fervants here are upon board-wages, and 
muft have a confiderable part of the day allotted for their retiring 
to eat their vi&uals, unlefs it be the cook and boy, who, being of 
low calls, content themfelves with the feraps in the kitchen. 
The others pretend to be defiled in their call fhould they touch 
any meat that comes to the table of a Chriflian or European,.: This 
occafions a great wafte of vi&uals.; yet I fhould fcruple to truft 
the mofl rigid of them in a private corner with a bottle of good 
claret or Madeira. 

As Europeans eat any kind of meat, the Indians have been 
induced to rank them in the pariar, or loweflcafl of people; and 
the Gentoos, or Malabars, tell you that, although they are obliged 
through neceffity to ferve us, they confider themfelves of a much 
more dignified and gentlemanly rank in life than any European, 
if you fhould alk a common coofy, or porter, what call he is of, 

he 



[ 2 9 ] 


he will anfwer 44 the fame as matter, pariar-cafi And fhould any 
individual of thefe tribes venture to deviate from the rules and 
rettridions prefcribed by his religion, it is attended with perpetual 
difgrace ; for a committee of his caft takes immediate cognizance 
of it, and if the fad be proved he is excommunicated for ever from 
their fociety and privileges. 

If a black fellow fhould happen to drop any trifling thing 
upon the road as he walks along, fuch as an handkerchief, or a 
piece of money, he never deigns to ttoop his body to the ground, 
but lays hold of it betwixt his toes, and by that means conveys it 
up to his hand with the utmott facility. In many trades alfo, 
fuch as fhoemakers and tailors, the toes ad in union with the 
hands almoft. upon every occafion. 

A gentleman of rank, who has been in this country for fome 
time, and thoroughly underftands the language and cuttoms of 
the natives, related to me the following diverting anecdote of 
thofe domeftics. One evening, as he patted along a narrow ttreet 
in the Black Town, he was fuddenly furprifed by an extraordinary 
noife proceeding from a neighbouring houfe, and yet in a greater 
degree when he heard his own name called out aloud. Havinsr 
had the curiofity upon this to peep into the window from whence 
the found came, he was not a little aftonifhed, though at the fame 

time 




time greatly diverted, to perceive a gang of dubaihes amufing them- 
Iclves round a table, and each affirming the name and character of 
his European mailer in the moft ridiculous manner imaginable. 
1 here was not a foible that their mailers poffeifed that had not 
been exhibited in the moil ludicrous ilyle; and fo ftrongly were 
this fame gentleman’s failings reoreiented bv Iris nwn 'fwvefii- 


LETTER 
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LETTER, IV. 

Pondamalee, March 1780. 

It is to be lamented that a climate fo pleating as this 
Should fo much favour the propagation of vermin. The white ant 
is an infedt greatly dreaded in every houfe ; and this is not to be 
wondered at, as the devaftation it occasions is almofb incredible. 
When a perfon furnifhes a houfe the bed-polls are placed in fmall 
wooden bafons filled with water, to prevent vermin, and the white 
ants in particular, from creeping up upon them. Trunks contain- 
ing clothes, or any thing of that nature, are railed upon bottles, as 
the fmoothnefs of the glafs prevents the infers from climbing. It 
is really amufing to obferve their induflry, and the curious order of 
their different movements. They have the appearance of great 
bufinefs, millions of them following each other in two ranks or 
lines loaded with plunder, the one going and the other returning in 
a ftraight courfe of many yards in length, towards fome particular 
hole where they depofit their booty : and what thews a Angular 
inftance of fagacity in thefe animals is, that, if any one of them 
Ihould drop his load upon finding it too heavy, his' next in rank 
5 comes 
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comes immediately to his affiftance, and appears to make extraordi- 
nary exertions to help his friend in diftrefs. I conclude them to be of 
the fame genus with the fugar ants in the Weft Indies, of which 
the moft incredible ftories are recounted in natural hiftory. If the 
white ants once make their way into a trunk filled with wearing 
appaiel, they will in the courle of one night render every thin® - 
entirely ufelefs, eating immenfe holes in the clothes, and fome- 
times perforating the wood. The fmell of wormwood, and fuch 
ftrong-fcented herbs, is faid to keep them at a diftance ; but the 
moft common way of deftroying them is by pouring boiling water 
into their holes, or laying trains of gunpowder in their line of 
march, and thereby blowing them up. By this laft method gentle- 
men alfo often, amufe themfelves in deftroying the common flies. 

The bandicoot , or mulk-rat, Is another troubiefome animal, 
more indeed from its-offenfive fmell than any thing elfe. Some of 



Nay, fo aftonifhingly communicative is the naufeous ftink of this 
animal, that, if by chance it Ihould get into a cellar and pafs 
over fome bottles, or even a pipe of wine, the liquor will ever 
afterwards tafte and fmell fo ftrongly of mufc as to be rendered 

entirely unfit for ufe. This makes houfekeepers very careful in 
fecuring their cellars. 


Snakes 
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Snakes of various kinds are fo numerous here, that this mav 
juftly be called the country of ferpents. The fling of fome of 
them is reckoned very dangerous, if not deadly ; while others are 
fo docile, that the country people catching them when young, and 
pulling out their teeth and flings, render them perfeftly domeftic, 
teaching them to dance and leap in a familiar manner to the mufic 
of a ruflic pipe or violin. It is truly furprifing to behold how 
charmed thefe creatures are with the found of any inftrument, but 
particularly the bagpipe, raifing their heads with feeming joy, and 
moving their bodies in concord with the mufical notes. As the 
time quickens, they appear more and more delighted ; and at laft 
get into flich an eeftafy, that you fee them extend their beautiful 
bells, and quicken the motion of their heads, whilft their eyes 
fparkle with increafed luflre. Thofe gentlemen, whofe refidence 
was next to the 73d regiment, ufed often to allege, in a jocular 
manner, that our bagpiper drew every fnake in the country to his 
neighbourhood by the charms of his mufic; which was certainly 
the cafe, for he has often difeovered them dancing round his feet, 
whiift he entertained the foldlers with a few Highland reels. The 
bagpipe appears alfo to be a favourite inftrument amongfl the 
natives. They have no tafte indeed for any other kind of "mufic, 

.and they would much rather liften to this inftrument a whole day 
than to an organ for ten minutes. 

The \ 


F 
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T!ie moft dangerous of thole reptiles are the coverymanll and 
the green fnake. The firft is a beautiful Ettle creature, very lively, 
and about fix or feven inches long. It creeps into all private cor. 
ners of houfes, and is often found coiled up betwixt the fheets, or 
perhaps under the pillow, of one’s bed. ft V fling is faid to infli& 
immediate death; though ! muft confefs, for my own part, that 1 
never heard of any dangerous accident occafioned by it. The green 
taake is generally difcovered winding round fome branch of a tree::; 
and it is laid to have fuch power of attraffion from its beautiful 
colour, that, when once the eye is fixed upon it, it cannot be 
withdrawn until the fiiake darts at the eyeball, and fcoops it 
fairly from the focket. It is aifo faid to attraft birds in the 
lame manner. But thefe affertions have too much the air of fable 
to merit an implicit belief. Many very Large fnakes are alfo 
found in the fields of fix or eight feet long ; but the largefi: of 
thefe reptiles that I ever beheld was at the Cape of Good Hope; 
it ms at leaft fixteeh or feventeen feet in length, and two> in 
circumference. When at firft furprifed, he reared his head from 
the ground full five feet high, and inftantfy made off quicker 
than I could follow; fometimes creeping, and at other times 
vaulting three or four feet at a time. One fortunate circiim* 

ftance refpeaing thefe animals is, that they never offer violence 
unlefs provoked. ' .. . . 


Providence 
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■Providence has kindly placed an animal in this country as an 
■implacable enemy to all reptiles, but particularly the fnake. It is 
called a mungoofe, and is of the ferret kind., but much more beautiful 
both in colour and fhape. Families often keep one of them tamed 
In theii houfes, as cats are treated in England. It alio appears that 
nature has placed a certain kind of herb in this foil, the inftant 
application of which enables the mungoofe to attack the fnake with- 
out any danger from his fling. When this animal meets with 
a coverymanil, or any other ferpent, he firlf runs round the room 
01 yard, to lee if by any opening he can have ready accels to the 
grafs ; and when this can be eafily effected he furioufly attacks the 
lhake by the throat, and foon puts an end to its exilfence ■; after 
which he is immediately guided by inflinfl to the grafs, which 
purifies him from the poifon. 

Scorpions and centipedes are alfo very troublefome in old houfes 
and barracks, theii- flings being attended with great pain, and 
fometimes danger. The tarantula exills here as well as in Italy, 
•the venomous bite of which you know is faid to be cured by danc- 
ing in excefs to forne favourite mulic, but this affertion I think 
hardly to be credited. 

For the firlf week or two of our refidence in the barracks 
of Pondamalee, I was much aftonilhed every night after I went 
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to 


to bed, and particularly in rainy weather, to hear a ! moft con- 
founded noife, which I at firft took for the bleating of a flock of 
hungry flieep, but which I found to- proceed from the croaking of 
frogs in the neighbouring tanks and pools. They fometim.es grow 
to the fize of a chicken, and are extremely numerous. The noife 
of the grafshoppers is no lefs difagreeable in rainy weather. At 
fuch times they crowd' in fwarms into the houfes, and hop into 
every difh at fupper ; nor is it at all uncommon, whilft at meals, 
to difeover young frogs, that have fecretly crept into the houfe, 
crawling upon the fide walls like lizards, until they have reached* 
the ceiling, when it is often their fate to. drop into a baton of 
fyllabub, or a hot difh of curry and rice. 



The howling of the jackal! is alfo extremely difagreeable when 
one has retired to reft. They tally from their concealed retreats 
in queft of prey, during the filence of the night, accompanied by 
a fpecies of the common cur, called a pariar dog. Both of thefe 
are iaoffenfive animals, living entirely upon the dead carcafes or 
carrion they can meet with in the courfe of their travels. 

They have here an amphibious animal called the guana, a 
a fpecies of the crocodile or alligator, of which foup is made equal 
to that of the turtle. This I take upon hear-fay, for it is to me of 
ail others the moft loathfome of animals, not lefs fo than the toad. 
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As in India the windows and doors are conftantly kept open, 
for the reception of the cooling fea breeze, they are obliged to life 
glafs lhades open at the top and bottom for the prefervation of their 
candles from the mufquitoes and other flies, which, having a pro- 
penfity to make towards the light, would other wife fpeeclily 
extinguifh the flame. 

I have little to obferve cn the feathered creation in the 
eafh No finging birds are to be met with, but the variegated 
beauties of the plumage exceed every thing of the kind I ever 
beheld; and,. what occafions furprife to Grangers , none of thefe 
birds, are proper to be eaten. Paroquets fly about the groves in 
numerous flocks. But the mofl remarkable of all thefe foreign 
fowls is the flying fox, as it is called here, but which is nothing 
more than a monftrous bat -wing. You will hardly credit me, 
although it is certainly true, that thefe are in fize bigger than an 
owl, and that the fpace betwixt the tips of their wings, when 
extended, will meafure from four to five feet. Prodigious flocks 
of them roof; like rooks upon the tops of high trees ; and when 
they are put to flight the Iky is darkened by their infinite 
numbers. Thefe only frequent the woods and groves,, for they 
have a fmaller fpecies of the bat which haunts the houfes. 

The Ample methods by which the natives entrap the wild- 
duck or teal are curious, and not altogether unworthy of notice. 
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If they are feen fitting amongft the grafs or brufhwood m marfhes 
or fwampy grounds, two fportfmen go with a net in one hand, and, 
holding a large green branch in the other, they creep flowly along 
upon their bellies, keeping the branch betwixt them and the game, 
until they come nigh enough to throw the net quickly over them," 
when they are almoft hire to catch the unwary birds. Should the 
wild-fowl be difcovered upon deep water, the Indian has recourfe 
to another ftratagem. He gets a large earthern jar, fuch as is 
generally ufed by the natives for boiling their visuals, into which 
he puts his head, having firft pierced three fmall holes upon its 
hde foi his eyes and nofe, and another upon the top, into which 
is placed a green branch hanging carelefsly over it. Thus equipped, 
he takes the water like a Newfoundland dog, and fwims flowly 
off towards the Ms. It is an ufual cuftom for the country people 
to throw their old earthern pots into the neighbouring tanks or 
ponds, which the wild-duck and teal often come to pick at, as 
they float away with the wind. This habit the fportfman artfully 

aVaiIs himfcif of ’ and ’ the unfufpicious bird comes nigh 

enough to pick at the jar or branch which he carries upon - his 
head, he flips his hand cautioufly up, and, feizing the duck by 
the feet, pulls -it quickly under water, where it is immediately 

; A1! carni '' erous are much cheriihed in India, for the 

political purpofe of devouring dead carcafes, and other offenfive . 

nuilances. 
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nuifances. On this account, as violence is feldom offered to them, 
the vultures and kites, but particularly the crows, are quite tame. 
Thefe lad: have often afforded us great diverfion when at breakfaft. 
As doors and windows are never fhut here, they pafs to and fro 
quite familiarly from -one room to another; and when the tea-thino-s 
are laid upon the table in the morning you will fbmetimes fee 
a crow hop off with a print of butter in his bill. The ladies and 
gentlemen frequently amufe themfelves whilft at breakfaft by 
giving names to thefe birds, and throwing crumbs of bread upon 
the floor to them, and a beautiful kind of fmall fquirrel which is 
quite domeftic here. This pretty little inoffenfive animal comes 
regularly to partake of the fcramble, and has frequently diverting 

iparrings with the crows, which yield not a little entertainment 
to the company. 


The European gentlemen often amufe themfelves by firing 
bails at thofe large vultures and kites ; and they fometimes try 
their dexterity in fhooting at them with the pellet-bow, an inftru- 
ment which is fo conftruded with two cords iuftead of one, that, 
with a little pradice, an objed may be hit very exadly with fmall 
day balls cemented by foap and water, and afterwards dried in 
the fun; which go with great velocity for the fpace of two or 
three hundred yards. The black people too make ufe of a kind 
°f air-gun to fhoot fmall birds with. It is nothing more than 


a cylindrical 
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a cylindrical piece of 'fmall cane- wood, about fix feet long, and 
fmoothly. pierced from one end to the other, the bore being made 
large - enough eafily to admit a pea. With this machine, and a 
.pocket full of dried peas, the Indian fets out to the woods and 
hedges in queft of game ; and, putting a pea with one end of the 
.inftrument into his mouth, he points the other extremity towards 
the objeft, obferving to give it the proper elevation, and by the 
force of his breath and tongue fhoots the pea through it .with great 
exa&nefs to a very confiderable diftance-. 
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LETTER V. 

Pondamalee* March 1780* 

When an European arrives at Madras, he is 
obliged, in a fhort time afterwards, to get a frefh fupply of cotton 
fhirts, waiftcoats, and breeches, not only becaufe they are better 
adapted to the climate, but becaufe the wafhermen feem to have 
come under an engagement to the cotton-venders and tailors, to 
deftroy the European habiliments as foon as poffible^ which indeed 
they do very effe&ually, and make no fecret of their purpofe^ for 
while they thump your linen upon the wafhing-ftones, at every 
blow they call out Europe ! and ftrike it with ten times the force 
they would do the produce of their own country: fo that it is 
folly for Englifh gentlemen to bring any thing of that kind out 
with them, excepting a fufficiency of old fhirts and ftockings for 
the voyage, as the beft of them will be wholly deflroyed in the 
courfe of a month, thefe wafhermen never refting till they have 
reduced all your linen to rags. And this leads me to make you 
acquainted with the articles which feem moll: neceflary for a 

G gentleman. 
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gentleman to purchafe' in. England before he embarks for the 
Eaft-Indies. 

I have always obferved that, when our countrymen are pre- 
paring to emigrate, they think they never can have conveniences 
enough, and equip themfelves for the voyage as if no country but 
their own produced any comforts or accommodations for ftrangers. 
Such ideas, however, are both vain and abfurd ; and I think the 
man that trails nothing to Providence is very ill calculated for 
pufhing his fortune abroad. Moft countries, in my opinion, are 
capable of affording a fufficient portion of the comforts of life for 
any individual ; and were our countymen to difpenfe with a few 
unneceffary luxuries upon thefe expeditions they would fave a 
great deal of money that might be better laid out upon other 
occafions. 

All that is neceflary for a young adventurer to carry out with 
him to the Eafl-Indies is, as much light cloth and other furnifh- 
ings as will be fufficient for three or four coats ; a few fafhionable 
thin waiflcoats ; three hats, two black and one white ; four pair 
of boots; twelve or eighteen pair of neat fhoes, fome of them 
thb, and others pretty thick for the monfoon weather ; with only 
a few pairs of filk ftockings, as thofe of the country are for the 
moll: part worn : a neat faddle and bridle, with a ftrong bit, fpare 
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girths and ftraps ; and a box will be neceffary to preferve it as well 
as the ffloes and boots from the white ants. A fowling-piece and a 
few books are to be added to the lift. A gentleman fhould leave 
his meafure behind him with his tailor and fhoemaker in particular; 
but, above all things, one full fuit of coat, waiftcoat, and breeches, 
and a complete ruffled ftiirt, muft be made to fit him exactly to 
his tafte ; which in India fhould be always carefully referved as a 
Specimen to the black tailors, as it is entirely by pattern that thole 
people work, which they imitate to the greateft nicety, though 
they cannot exactly take a meafure ; and when once the pattern 
is loft the . gentleman muft never afterwards expeft to get his 
clothes well made. The above articles 


For the requifite conveniences on board fhip, one fhould, in 
the firft place, complete his ftock to one dozen ruffled fflirts for 
particular occafions, and three dozen coarfe plain ones, which 
may be occaftonally waffled by a failor or foldier’s wife on board ; 
for which purpofe it will be neceffary to provide fome foap and a 
fmoothing iron; he fhould likewife have a few black flocks or 
neckcloths, two pair of dark fuftian trowfers, and fix neat white 
ones to button at the ancles, with his former ftock of breeches and 
ftoekings, both worfted and thread; a boat-cloak, a fflip-cot, 
with three pairs of ffleets, fix pillow-cafes, and bedding; two 
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dozen of hand-towels? an hufwife, with variety of ftrong fewitlg 
threads, darning needles, pins* and a parcel of {pare Hurt and 
clothes buttons ; a few quires of brown paper for neceflky ufes; 
fome tea, fago, tod fogar ready pounded; a cheefe; a few pounds 
of fait butter,, and fome bifcuits; with a tin tea-kettle,, and tea- 
equipage for fix perfcns ; all'o two large and four final! japanned 
quart mugs; a good {tout Cafe of fpirituous liquors, particularly 
gin* fix dozen of Briitol water, which ought to be fparingly dealt 
out in cafe of ficknefi ; fome bottles of fouring and fhrub, and 
three dozen of wine: and thefe I think will be quite fufficient for 
any private gentleman’s flock for an Eafl-India voyage. 

I have been thus particular to {purifying every neceflary article, 
as it is probable fome of your friends may, one day or other, have 
fuch a voyage to perform; which leads me to hope that, on that 
account, thefe memorandums may be acceptable. I hate only one 
thing more to obferve on this fubjedt, which is, that great economy 
fhould be attended to to the purchafe of thefe articles before em- 
barkation, as the paffenger will have occafion for double the fun* 
he expends in Europe to equip himfelf with thofe necelfary to 
the climate when he arrives to India. 

It is fomewhat lingular that tailors, by their phifiognomy, 
Ihould be fo univerfally diftinguilhed from every other clafl of 

people. 
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people. This is at once an index to their profeflioii in this 
country. Their tribe is generally of the Moorish call; and needle- 
work in every lhape is performed by thefe people in the neateft 
manner, fuch. as coats, waiftcoats, breeches, and fhirts. They are 
alio ladies* mantua-makers. A tailor requires nothing but t mujier^ 
as they call a pattern, and ibrae cafh in advance, to begin your job 
immediately ; for without at lead: an half in advance of the fum 
that has been agreed upon no tradefman whatever in this country 
will take your work in hand. This prudential maxim they have 
univerfaEy eftablifhed throughout the fettlement, pleading poverty 
upon all occaiions as an excufe; but the caufe feems rather to 
arife from the flow payment which they too frequently experience 
from, their employers. A tradefman here has not the ieaft idea that 
he Ihould be in advance from the profits of his bufinefs, for the 
neceiary materials required by his employer, before the job is 
finifhed : he thinks that the man whole bufinefs is to be done 
may as well be at that inconvenience. They imitate your tailors 
in England to a nicety, in taking ten times more work in hand 
than they are able to perform; and can make a falle promife with 
as much confidence and gravity as any man of the kind in I .nnrfn. n . 
earneftly defiring that you, may cut their heads off (a favourite 
expreffion of theirs) if they are not pundual to the day appointed; 
but I am afraid that, were the Europeans to take them at their 
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people. This is at once am index to their profeffion in this 
country. Their tribe is generally of the Moorish caft; and needle- 
work hi every fliape is performed by thefe people in the neat eft 
manner, fuchas coats, waiftcoats, breeches, and ftiirts. They are 
alfo ladies’ mantua-makers. A tailor requires nothing but a mujier, 
as they call a pattern, andfome calh in advance, to begin your job 
immediately ; for without at leaft an half in advance of the fum 
that has been agreed upon no tradefman whatever in this country 
wiE take your work in hand. This prudential maxim they have 
nniverfaily eftablifhed throughout the fettlement,. pleading poverty 
upon all occafions as an excufe; but the caufe fbems rather to 
arife from the flow payment which they too frequently experience 
from, their employers* A t rade ftnan here lias not the leaft idea that 
he fliould be in advance from the profits of his bufinefs, for the 
nectary materials required by his employer, before the job is 
finiflied: he thinks that the man whofe bufinefs is to. be done 
may as well be at that inconvenience. They imitate your tailors 
in England to a nicety, in taking ten times more work in hand 
than they are able to perform; and can make a falfe promife with 
as much confidence and gravity as any naan of the kind in London; 
earnefily defiring that you may cut their heads off (a favourite 
expreflioa of theirs) if they are not punctual to the day appointed; 
but I am afraid that, were the Europeans to take them at their 
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word, we fhottld fbon be obliged to make our own clothes, in 
confequence lof the decapitation of tailors, for oftentimes the appli- 
cation of the rattan is neceffary to render them expeditious. 

A laughable circumftance of this kind happened at Pondamalee 
with one of thefe rogues, who had engaged to make fome clothing 
for our regiment. He had put upon that job about a dozen of 
apprentices, who were fo very flow in their operations as perfectly 
to tire out the patience of the officer that had employed .him; who 
thought it neceffary to treat the mafter-tailor with a flouriffi of the 
rattan ; which was no fooner adminiftered than he fell down upon 
his knees and implored for mercy, promising faithfully, if pardoned 
at this time, that he would * 4 one hundred taylors bring” to-mor- 
row morning to finifh the work ; upon which he was releafed. 
Next morning at fix o’clock, who fhould appear at the officer’s 
quarters but the fkne fellow drawn up at the head of one hundred 
tailors, with their fingers thimbled, and needles threaded, ready 
for a&bn ! And he was ever afterwards diffinguifhed by the name 
of One-hundred-taylors-bring. But although I have thus, in 
many places, defcribed the artifice and cunning of the Indians, yet 
it rnuft be confefled that they have originally been obliged to adopt 
thofe meafures from neceffity, in order to counteract the vicious 
practices of European emigrants 



Of all the barbers I ever knew, the Gentoos and Malabars 
handle a razor the beft. Their delicate hands run imperceptibly 
over the face ; and before one thinks they have begun the opera- 
tion is completed, which, in fo fultry a climate, muft be repeated 
every day. To this fucceeds a luxury to which in Europe you are 
utter Grangers, and that, under the hands of thefe Indians, may 
be termed a real pleafure. This arifes from the paring of the 
nails of both fingers and toes, picking the ears, and cracking the 
joints. For the firft of thefe they ufe a fmall neat fharp chifel, 
with which they (lice off the nails in the neateft manner. It is 
with a filver pin, much the fame as thofe ufed in England, that 
they pick the ears, beginning to tickle them very gently, and by 
degrees inducing a perfect ecftafy from the pleafures which they 
excite. This is fucceeded by the cracking of the joints, which I 
think diiplays more art than any of the reft. The operator firft 
feizes a perfon by the ears, and giving a fudden twift to the neck 
makes it crack in a manner fuffieient to frighten a ftranger : he 
thence defcends, in regular order, to every joint in the body and 
limbs; making each of them crack as he goes along, finiftdng at 
the great toe. This greatly refrefhes a - perfon after walking, or 
any exercife of fatigue. 

I fhould undoubtedly have been more particular in defcrib- 
mg the different cafis and tribes of this gantry, with their 
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various cuftoms stud prejudices, had they not been ib fully treated of 
by different authors, whom I doubt not you have already feen. It 
is therefore my intention to . take notice of fuch things only as may 
appear to have efcaped their obfervation. Amongft thefe I think 
the caft of Malabars have hardly been mentioned as a feparate tribe 
from the reft, being indifcriminately mingled with the Gentoo 
clafs. But I am convinced that they are a diftindt fed of people, 
entirely governed by their own cuftoms and laws, and are as mime* 
rous in this part of the country as the others. Their manners 
and religion have fo great an affinity to thole of the Gentoos., that a 
ftranger may be apt to confider them as one and the lame people, 
they being alfo under the control of the Bramins ; but they Ipeak 
quite a cEftind language from any of the other calls, and, like the 
reft, have their own peculiarities. The Malabars are employed 
as domeftics promifcuoufly with the other calls; and are only 
known by the diftinguifoingmark of their tribe, which is having 
the forehead rubbed acrofs with whitening, and a fmall round fpot, 
either red or yellow, fixed betwixt the eyes. Now the Gentoos 
are known by a fmall bit of red or yellow wax pafted upon the fane- 
head, in a perpendicular direction betwixt the eyes, on each fide of 
which is marked upon the fkin a fmall border of chalk, which 
reaches to the top of the forehead. Each caft, from the higheft to 
the low eft of both fexes, is diftinguilhed in this manner by fome 
articular mark upafcthe face. 
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I fancy it will not be amifs, in order to refrefti your memory, 
t0 remind J°u that Moormen are, for the moft part, foldiers by 
profeffion, particularly in the cavalry; as are alfo the carts of Rajah- 
poets, Marrattas, Pitans and Poligars. Gentoos, or Hindoos, and 
Makbars, are employed as dubarties, merchants, manufadurers, 
mechanics, palanquin bearers, and fometimes lafears or failors. 
Bramins are the priefts of either Gentoos or Makbars, and in time 
of war are ufed as birearras or fpies. The pariar-caft is the loweft 
of all; thofe occupy the Rations of coolies or porters, horfekeepers, 
herds, cooks, fiftiermen and ffioemakers, and fometimes make the 
moft convenient fervants of any . A mongrel breed of Portuguefe 
fill the Rations of clerks, menial fervants, and other ufeful occu* 
pations. 

In this country the women are kept perfe&ly idle and ignorant ; 
thofe of the higher carts being either entertained as wives and 
concubines in the zenanas, or as dancing girls ; excepting fuch as 
have loft cart, who, with the Portuguefe wenches, a few Moorifh 
and pariar women, generally fall to the lot of European foldiers as 
temporary wives. Thefe are alfo the kind of ladies which European 
officers and civilians take fuch delight in fupporting as kept mif- 
trefies ; fome gentlemen, of a fmgular (and I think unnatural) ' 
tarte, preferring them to white women. For my part, I confider 
them at beft as a filthy inanimate fet of creatu.ref, having a ftrong 
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fmell ; either of cocoa-nut oil, with which they constantly befmear 
their hair; or of the juice of beetle-nut, which- they are for ever 
chewing, as a failor does tobacco, and Squirting over their clothes 
and apartments in the dirtied manner. They alio frequently rub 
themfelves with ill-flavoured flowers and herbs, enough- to difguft 
any man with a found nofe. Many allowances are however to be 
made for the ungovernable paffions-of thofe gentlemen, which abso- 
lutely mud have vent in this dimulating climate.;- but I hope Such 
parents will pardon my patriotism Ihould I exclaim againd transport- 
ing their offspring So frequently to Great Britain. Meafures might 
eafily be fallen upon, both in the Ead and Wed Indies, to give 
thofe mulattoes a decent education in the country where they are 
born; and it furely would be more commendable by thofe, means 
to render fuch children ferviceable to their native colonies,, which 
are much better fuited to their tempers and conditutions, and 
confequently more conducive to their real happinefs, than an 
education in Great Britain, where the birth which nature has given 
them condantly expofes them, however unjudly, to ridicule and 
reproach. If you were only to examine all the feminaries in- Britain 
for the education of youth, it would be found that nearly one out of 
ten in the numbers they contain is of that defection. I am therefore 
perfuaded that the fathers of thofe children, who are in any wife 
attached to their country, mud, as well as myfelf, be convinced of 
the great danger which in courfe of time may arife to the mother 
5 kingdom 
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kingdom, from this practice. And furely government never took 
the importance of this matter ferioufly into confideration, other- 
wife a commerce, that may fo fenfibly degenerate the race, and 
give a fallow tinge to the complexion of Britons, would moft 
certainly be prohibited. It was by this means that the Spaniards 
and Portuguefe got fo much of the dufky hue in their counte- 
nances, having kept up an unreftrained intercourfe with their 
colonies till they were reduced to their prefent defpicable ftate: 
but the French, fenfible of its bad effeas, iffued an edia that none 
of thofe fable or tawny-coloured foreigners fhould ever be per- 
mitted to remain above eight days In France, and that they muft 
immediately return by the firfl fhip to their own country- If the 
liberty of our government neceffarily renders a prohibition of this 
kind impraaicable, the next objea is to render them fubfervient to 
the flate, by impofing a fwinging tax upon all that come under the 
denomination of mulattoes, or, as they are called in the Eaft Indies* 
half-caila-tAc; tf;-: 
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Madras, April 17^0. 

An entertainment given by the governor, or any 
other gentleman of confluence here, is really a curious fpeftacle. 
it is the cuftom for each gueft to go thither attended by all his 
retinue of fervants, who wait upon him at table in great pomp , ; 
the head dubalh taking poll diredly behind his mailer, that he 
may convey his orders to the reft, who are all arranged in the rear 
as far back as the dining-room walls. This ridiculous falhi on . 
together with the fteam of the meat, renders the room intolerably 
fuffocating and difagreeable during dinner; and it is my aftonfth- 
ment how a habit fo very inconfiftent with the heat of the climate 
IhouH be fo univerfally prevalent in thefe warm countries. The * 
tfe a pleafant kind of drink, called cmntry beer, with their viftualT 
which is compofed of toddy, a j 0 i ce extrafied from the cocoa- nn t 
tree, porter, and brown fugar; is of a briik nature, but, wlle „ 
cooled with falt-petre and water, becomes a very refreihing drau*h7 
It .s reckoned ungentcel upon fuch occafrons to be attended by ‘ 
domeffics but your own, though ftrangers are often under the 

neceffity 
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neceffity of being aided by thofe of their neighbours ; and I mult 
&y that the gentlemen fhew great attention to them at thofe feafts : 
yet a foreigner at firft feels quite in pain when- he is obliged to alt 
for any thing at table ; for the fign is no fooner made than twenty 
fervants get into rapid motion, all darting at one objeft, and fre- 
quently running againft each other in the Ample aft of handing 
a glafs of beer. Daring thefe fcenes it is amufing to infpeft the 
variety of Angular vifages and dreffes that one obferves in all quarters 
of the hall r nor can a perfon eafdy divert himfclf of the idea that he 
is in the midft of a mafquerade. Every liquor that is brought to a 
great man’s table, even the water, is cooled with faltpetre,” which 
renders claret and Madeira,- the wines moll: commonly fifed, exceed- 
ingly palatable. The art of wine-cooling is a diftinft profeffion of 
kfelf, and requires, praffice to gain a proficiency in. The lefs 
opulent inhabitants cool their liquors by wrapping a wet towel 
round the bottle,- and hanging it up in a draught of wind for about 
a quarter of an hour. When the cloth is removed, all the fenhmts 
excepting the bookerlejar, retire, and make way for the fea breeze 
to circulate, which is very refreihing to the company whilrt they 
drmk their wine and fmoke the hooker, a machine not eafily 
defcnbed, but in feme degree refembling an houfe-bell fet upon its 

mouth, containing water, fire, tobacco, and odoriferous aromatics 

and to which is fixed a tube of three or four yards long that conveys 
the fume to the mouth through a coral pipe a . its end. This 

infrrument 


kftrument is trjffiitjed and fet in order By the hookefbedar, .who. 
has no other profeffion, and who fits upon his hams at a diftance, 
in the rear of his mufter, adjuftittg the cMllmib as they call the 
different ingredients, whilft he conveys the coral pipe to his mouth, 
which at every whiff founds like boiling waterj fo that, when ten 
or twelve gentlemen fmoke at the fame time, they make a noife as 
if they were all fnoring together. 

This country is abundantly fupplied with all " kinds of good 
provifions, which are fold at a very cheap rate ; and, - confidering 
■the parched nature of the foil, .the quantity and variety of 
vegetables produced at Madras are ..really ..furprifing, -though in 
fome places up the country they ace yet more abundant, particu- 
larly at Vellore, where cabbages grow :to ,an immenfe fize ; hut it 
is in poultry that Vellore : ,chiefly excels. The .capons there are 
as ia^e as turkies, and the fowls as Englifh capons, being alfo 
remarkably delicate and*, cheap. Indeed all over this country the 
poultry is far fbperior to any in England* .Fifty or fixty fowls 
may be had , here for a pagoda or eight fhillings, eight ducks for 
a pagoda; and wild- fowl, as well. as tame, are equally reafonable. 

The Coromandel coaft abounds with fifh ; fuch as whitings, 
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mullet, fcate, oyflers, &c.; but the frefh water productions of this 
nature are very bad. Thefe are only to be found in flagnant pools 
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or tanks, and are fo poor and boney that one is liable to be choked 
By them. It is the bufmefs of palanquin boys to fiffi in thofe tanks 
with nets when their matters travel through the country. 

Pretty good beef and kid are to be had at the Madras market ; 
but the Pollam mutton which comes thither is equally delicate and 
favoury with the Scotch and Welffi. At Pondamalee our regiment 
contracted with a butcher to ferve the foldiers with an inferior 
kind of mutton, though good, at fix ffieep for a pagoda ; and the 
belt fort was given to the officers at about two Buffings or a rupee 
each* European liquors, fuch as claret, Madeira, rum, brandy, 
gin, porter, and ale, are to be had in this country of the very beft 
quality, and nearly as cheap as in England. Arrack, the only 
Spirituous liquor made here, is diBilled from rice, hut is of a very 
pernicious quality. The beB kind comes from Batavia, and with 
it the troops are fupplied by the Company; but the foldiers, who 
have a great property to drinking (of whom there are tOOk few 
in India), content themfelves with the produce of this country, 
becaufe it is cheap ; but which frequently brings on fatal difbrders, 
as, for the mod; part, they drink it quite new from the Bill. Part 
©f the perquifites appertaining to the commanding officer of a 
garrifon arifes from keeping a rack ffiop for the convenience of 
the troops under his command ; an indulgence which, in my 
opinion, ought to be abolifhed as highly pernicious to the fervice,. 

.no 
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no praffice whatever tending fo much to the encouragement of 
drunkennefs. ' 

The European ladies are faid to enjoy better health than the 
men in thefe yarm climates; but this is eafdy accounted for by 
their Spending the moft part of .theirtime within doors. Sleep and 
drefs compofe the chief part of -their amufement ; for they vety 
ndiculoufly fupport all the expenfe of drefs and form of European 
falhion, which indeed they carry to the moft ridiculous extremes. 
For the indulgence of their vanity and extravagance they put 
themfelves in fetters, in place of adopting fane loofe and eafy 
athre, better fated to the climate, equally becoming, and oflefs 
expenfe. Economy and attention to the regulation of their fernll;., 
are matters which they difclaim ; and the hufband who ihould 

venture to hint at them would probably break the (lender, thread 
oi oomeltic cordiality. 

JHLl . .. * . .. . ■ ■ 


When « young lady arrives at Mad™ the muft, in a few 

Iltlft ^ -ended by fome beau 
mafter „f the cemmon.es, which perhaps continues for a week 

or nntd the has keen all the fair fex and gentlemen of the fe ’ 
“T . ™ S “ * -W-W* for the difplay 0 f 

:rrr e> the Mes w«h each vUo ^ 

m then huffiands or parents to moft expenfe, and who fan cut 
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the moft ridiculous figure, with high heads, flying feathers, jewels, 
and filken robes. They are feldom ever feen before, and never vifit 
until the candles are lighted up in the evening ; and then four or five 
are quite fufficient at one time to fill up all the couches and chairs in 
any houfe; being obliged, from the extravagant width of their bell- 
hoops, to fit three or four yards afunder. They affume precedence 
in all focieties according to the rank of their hufbands and fathers 
in the Company’s fervice ; and many of them have the weaknefs 
to affedt fuch airs of pomp and ceremony as render their company 
extremely difgufting in any public place. But I fhould be forry 
not to make a wide diftindtion between thefe and many whom 
I have the honour of knowing ; who grace fociety fo much by their 
affability, fprightlinefs, and good fenfe, that I have often wilhed 
that the newly-imported ladies might be initiated into the falhions 
of Madras by fuch virtuous examples ; but chance too often dire&s 
it otherwife, and, unfortunately, the ridiculous party moll prevail. 

I apprehend that fewer ladies would remain fo long in the 
Indian market did they difplay more of their abilities in the 
economy and management of a family than in adjulting the 
etiquette of extravagant decoration ; for, according to the prefent 
mode of life, none but the moft opulent can venture upon the 
luxury of a wife. A young man who has his fortune to make, in 
the accomplilhment of fuch a meafure, rulhes upon certain. 

I - deltrudtion : 
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defbruftion : yet feme there are fa thoughtlefs as to dive haftily 
into wedlock with thofe extravaganzas at the firft coup d'oeil, which 
I conclude to be more fortunate for the lady than her huflband *„ as 
I have not a doubt but it is much eafier for a gentleman to fupport 
a whole zenana of Indians than the extravagance of one Englifh 
lady. ■ ■ i ' ■ , . >■' , 

The Europeans build in a moll: magnificent fiyle here ; and 
what adds much to the beauty of their houfes is a kind of lime, 
peculiar to this country, called chunam y which admits of a polifh 
equal to marble. All the houfes, infide and out, are plaftered in 
the neateft manner with this cement, which does not harbour 
vermin like paper or wamfeot. Every gentleman of note lias a 
ho life upon Choultry plain ^ which^ from being formerly a fendy 
delert, is now become a moft beautiful retreat. I fuppofe there 
are not lefs than five or fix hundred garden houfes fcattered upon 
thefe grounds, all within a circle of fix or feven miles, and none 
above three miles from the garrifon ; nor is it eafy to determine 
which of them is the handfomeff. The houfes are moft of them 
two ftories highland appear as if fupported upon elegant pillars of 
various, orders. The apartments are generally up flairs, and all on 
one floor; thofe below being ufed as cellars, kitchens, &c. Piazzas 
ate conftructed all round the houfe, both above and below, which 
l<pep it extremely cool and plealant the whole day long. The 

roof 


£ 59 3 

roof is quite flat;; where Sometimes gentlemen prefer fleeping at 
night to any other place, on account of the cool fituation, as no 
danger is to be apprehended from the dews in this country for 
about fix or feven months in the year; yet it is not reckoned very 
prudent to expofe one’s felf much to the night air, particularly 
where there is a draught, it often proving very dangerous; for 
there is a wind which always blows from the land, or weft, during 
the night, that has been known to deprive people of the ufe of their, 
limbs in the courfe of a few hours, particularly thofe that are. 
unfeafoned to the climate. 

None but Europeans are permitted to fleep all night in Fort 
St. George; the Black Town, of prodigious extent, fituated beyond 
the north efplinade of the garrifon, being allotted for the refidence 
of the Indian merchant^, dubalfhes, . Armenians, and Portuguefe. - 
The nabob lias alTola town-houfe here: it is furrounded by a v 
ftrong wall with baftions, and is two or three miles in cir- 
cumference. 

All ranks of people in this country rife at ' gun-firing in the. 
morningy to receive the fun in all his glorious fplendour, and to 
enjoy a cool ride before he fhoots forth his more powerful and' 
oppreffive rays; Breakfaft is over by eight o’clock ; and from, that 
time till mid-day every perfon appears panting with the exOeffive 
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heat and clofends of the air, until the refreflung lea-breeze ariles 
from the ocean, and yields a falutary relief to the general diftrefs. 
This is very naturally called the do&of : and, if we confider the 
fuperftitious ideas of the Indians, it is a matter of furprife that they 
have never thought of adoring the fea-breeze as a deity; for, in' my 
it is the greateft bleffing they enjoy*, ■ 

A circumftance equally laughable and fingukr induces me to 
trefpafs a little upon delicacy, in relating the manner in which the 
hidians obey the excretory impulfe of nature. There is no amufe- 
ment whatever in which they fee m more fociable than in this 
operation, which is generally performed at the hour of fix, in the 
•morning. They firft come out to the doors of their houfes, 
ftretching themfelves three or four times, and then fit down to 
wafh their mouths and pick their teeth, in which they are very 
-cleanly. This being done, they next proceed in fnug parties of 
about a dozen of men, women, and children (each having a little 
bit of fmokmg tobacco in his mouth to excite a relaxation), to the 
neighbouring fields, where thoufands of them at a time rano- e 
themfelves in circles; and, fitting, upon their hams, remain 
perhaps a full hour in that pofition talking over their family 
politics : nor are they in the leaft difeompofed from fencers 
m&ng by, eonfidering it as a bleffed recreation in which no one 
-ought to be difturbed. Each perfon being covered, in this attitude, 
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from the morning dew, by a piece of white cotton cloth, they 
referable a flock of fea-gulls fpread upon a ploughed field. A con- 
clufion is at laft put to this tedious operation, by retiring to the 
next rivulet or pool in order to cleanfe themfelves ; to which 
purpofe the left hand is folely appropriated, and feldom ever ufed 
upon any other occafion. The right hand is devoted to the nobler 
office of lifting the food to the mouth, knives or forks never beino- 
ufed, or any kind of fubftitute for them. 

I have been often obliged, on account of this abominable 
nuifance, when taking the morning air on horfeback, to gallop 
at leaf; half a mile with my fingers to my nofe. One would 
fuppofe that the people of Madras confider the odour of human 
excrement as conducive to health, for they Teem to take no fteps 
of any kind to abolifh this unfavoury practice. 



LETT'S R 


Madras, .April' 1780. 


One day, as I walked upon the efplinade of Fort 
St. George, a curiofity which I had long entertained was gratified 
by a fight of Mahomed Ally Cawn, Nabob of Arcot,. going from his 
town refidence to his country palace, called Chepauk-houfe, upon 
Choultry plain, a place much refembling a ftate prifon. The fiyle 
and' appearance of his fmteand equipage did.»ot ftrike me with that 
reagent light in which I had been taught to confider an Indian 
nabob. The old gentleman’s hoary beard and penfive mien 
befpoke him a prince of a deje&ed and oppreffed mind; for while 
he palled the newly-arrived Europeans he call on them fuch a 
glance of majefiy, blended with forrow, as one could not behold 
without companion and refpeft. The expreffion in his counte- 
nance feemed to fay - Can you who are as yet unpolluted, and 
fii angers to the depravity of your countrymen in this part of 
“ the WOrld ’ can 3™ g iv e any confolation to, or affuage the pangs 

“ ° f ’ an affiaed ? rince ’ who S roans ^der an infupportable load of 
“ opprefiion, impofedupon him by the artifice of fimulative friend- 
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44 fhip P s His highnefs was accompanied by two of his foils, the 
elder of whom feemed perfe&ly refigned to wear the chains of an 
ufurped defpotifm when Providence fhould think proper to relieve 
his father from the bondage ; but the fecond, named Aumier , bore 
the air of one who was impatient to avenge the indignities impofed 
upon his anceftors. 

The manner in which the Company have •eftablifhed furgeons 
and phyficians in this country will ever perpetuate their humanity. 
I do not fuppofe that .there is a place of the lame extent on the 
face of the globe lo well fupplied with gentlemen of the faculty as 
the Company’s fettlements in the Eaft-Indies. This would be 
reckoned a great bleffing in any place, even although their fees 
fhould be high; but here the Company are at every expenfe, 
.generoufly eafing all the Europeans in their territories of this 
oppreffive burden. All thofe gentlemen are handfomely paid by 
the Company, and have, at particular times, fuch other emoluments 
and appointments as to render then's the mod: advantageous .pro- 
feffion in India. They are ordered to attend, gratis , all patients 
from the higheft to the lowed:, and never to refufe a call : and it 
mult be allowed that they obey their inftru&ions in a manner the 
molt attentive and genteel. It would offend were they to be 
offered any thing as a reward for their trouble ; but it frequently 
happens, that gratitude prompts the opulent to make them prefents 

of 
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of rings or diamonds of a very confiderable value. A perfon is not 
even at the expenfe of his medicines here, for the Company have 
immenfe quantities of the very beft drugs yearly fent out from 
England for the ufe of the fettlement, which are lodged in a large 
warehoufe, under the management and direction of the chief phy- 
ficians, where they are carefully prepared for immediate ufe by 
ftilful Portuguefe. When a furgeon is called to a patient, after 
examining his cafe, he gives him a written recipe with an order 
upon the medicine ftore-room for whatever is wanted, upon pro- 
ducing which, a fervant can at any time receive the medicines ready 
prepared ; and there is hardly an inftance of a miftake being com- 
mitted. 

The diforders moft common amongft the Europeans are bilious 
fevers, the liver complaint, bloody fluxes, and ruptures. Almoft 
every perfon is more or lefs troubled with a redundancy of bile, 
which is of all others the moft perplexing dilbrder, completely un- 
hinging the whole corporeal fyftem, and rendering one totally 
unfit for any kind of bufinefs or duty : it is the origin of all other 
complaints, for chiefly from an excefs of bile proceeds the bloody 

hux, and from bilious obftru&ions comes the liver. This is nothino- 

o 

more than bile dotted and hardened upon the liver, which, if not 
taken in time, brings on a mortification ; and then an incifion upon 
the fide is neceffary as the laft refource, in order to fcrape or cut 


away 
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away the putrid matter- This diforder firfl appears by a violent 
ftitch in the right fide, and fcmetimes a pain in the Ihoulder ; and 
is frequently preceded by a dyfentery. The moil common lymp- 
toms of bile are, a weight and drowfinefs about the eyes, which 
become quite dim and inflamed, fometimes feeling a fharpnefs as if 
fnuff had been thrown into them ; 'a fallow tinge in the com- 
plexion, a foul tongue with a copperiffi tafte in the mouth, a con- 
ftant naufea, an oppreffion in breathing, an exceffive languor and 
averfion to adtion, a great defire to fleep, which, however, is often 
broken by frightful dreams ; and, lafily, the ideas become quite dif- 
fcradted and broken. The liver is for the moll part cured by the 
adminiftration of mercury ; which is ufed with very great effedt in 
many diforders incident to this warm climate. Tartar- emetic and 
rhubarb foon expel the bile ; but an exadt regimen is at the fame 
time neceffarily to be obferved. Some minerals are reckoned, in 
extreme cafes, to be a fovereign remedy ; fuch as thofe of Chelten- 
ham and Peterhead : but I have never heard of any waters under 
that denomination in India. The bile is certainly conflitutional 
with many, but there is not a doubt of it’s being very much 
increafed by the grofs manner in which the Englifh live here, and 
their exceffive ufe of mixed liquors. The French have greatly the 
advantage of us in this point. 

I cannot lay much of the phyfical lyfiem pradtifed by the 
black people. Simples are moll commonly adminiltered ; and their 
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abftemious manner of life foon effects a cure in cafes that would 
kill an European. Certain diforders of a moft pernicious nature are 
unfortunately too common among# them, which they patch up. in 
the be# manner poffible with plafters of ftrong herbs or roots; 
a iyftem that renders many of them, in a ihort time perfed leopards; 
ror one fore is no feoner healed than another breaks out. This is 
unfortunately their fate with moft ulcerous difterapers; and what 
gives them a Angular appearance is that, wherever a wound of that 
nature has healed up, the lkin grows white, giving thofe afflifted 
tlae finuhtude of piebalds. This extraordinary effe& is alfo feen in 
any black perfon that happens to be drowned or ftruck dead by 
lightning, their lkin immediately turning white. Should two 
drowned men be driven op Ihore, the one an Indian^ and the other 
an European, the difference betwixt them is only to be dffcovereci 

by the teeth, which, in the Indian, are generally tinged by beetle, 
nut juice. fVjVsfefebf: 

When a woman is Covered to have wounded her lover in 
the wars of Venus, her fine hair is inftantly cut offclofe by the 
neck, and fhe is mounted backwards upon a jack-afs, being obliged 
by the mob to ride in that difgracefbl manner through every ftrtet 

“ * he t0 ™- “ iS theref0re P™ dmt “ ft ™«ers at all times to 
beware of the Ihort-haired damfels. 
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In parting through the ftreets of the Black Town one is greatly 
aftonifhed at the excefiive lazinefs of the natives : the doors of 
their houfes are conftantly crowded with men, women, and chil- 
dren, fitting in a ftate of inactive ftupidity ; nor is their curiofity in 
the leaf!: aroufed by any ftrange objeft that may pafs, even difdain- 
ing the trouble of turning their heads to look at it. Should them- 
felves or children be in danger of getting crufhed by an horfe Or 
carriage, they will not move, nor put out their hands to draw back 
their infants, until the very moment of peril ; nor do they retire an 
inch farther than is neceftary, and even this is done with an air of 
vifible diftatisfa&ion. They confider eafe as the chief luxury upon 
earth, ufing.a maxim, <£ That it is better to walk than to run ; to 
ti fit than to ftand ; but lying is beft of all.” And they are greatly 
aftonifhed that Europeans fhould find any pleafure in exercife. 

Such is their delight in fleep that they have not affpare mo- 
ment which is not devoted to Morpheus, throwing themfelves down 
to reft with the greateft facility in any bye-corner, as a fatigued 
dog does when returned from the chafe, and in an inftant falling 
afleep ; nor are they ever in the leaft difcompofed, although perhaps 
difturbed ten times in an hour, happily renewing their nap at 
pleafure. 

An extraordinary fet of men, called faquiers , wander about 
the country in the ftyle of begging priefts. They very much 
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referable our field preachers in England 5 and are horridly disfigured 
with brick duft, chunam, and other religious decorations ; appearing 
like fanatics whilft executing fome ridiculous, vow which they 
■ have made- 

We have alfo feen here jugglers and conjurers who feemed 
very expert in their different occupations. Two performances in 
particular I was an eye-witnefs to of a very incredible nature, 
although done without the finalleft difguife.— ' The firfl was exe- 
cuted by a conjurer, who fwallowed to the very hilt the Hade of a 
broad-fword, blunted in the edges, and point, and about eighteen 
inches long, which I abfolutely felt in his flomach : the other 
was done by the fame man, who fwallowed a complete horfe*s 
tad of about two feet long, introducing it into his mouth by the 
lower end, and gorging it to the very flump without diflorting a 
feature in his face, though the uneven hairs mufl have pricked 
his throat as they defeended. This perhaps may not gain an eafy 
belief, but I can vouch for it as an undoubted fad. Thefe artful 
fellows are often confidered as fpies. 

The Indians feem to have had but few ideas about architeflure, 

0r the !>0wers of the /evcr > before *e Europeans came amonvfi 
them. They had no notion of building any thing but a pagoda or 

Gen.00 church ofone or two ftories in height : and the me*od in 
W * hey “ med on that fc'Pcndous flrudute was aflonithingly 

laborious 


[ 69 1 

laborious and expensive. In place of erecting fcaffolds to facilitate 
the railing of their walls, prodigious quantities of earth were heaped 
up againft them, extending the bafe as they afcended; aiid at the 
fame time keeping the mafonry perpendicular by means of a plum- 
met. Immenfe large hones were in this manner eafily rolled up 
upon the fod to the very fummit of the fteeple ; but by the time 
they had finifhed the pagoda it was quite buried in a mountain. 
They had no fooner however completed it than the earth was cleared 
away to the. very bottom. In thofe times- labour mult, have been 
very cheap, for a common cooly may be now engaged for eight 
fhillings per month. I make no doubt but that thefe building? 
were carried on by voluntary and religious contributions.- 

The manner of building thofe edifices is firft by enclofing a 
large fquare fpace like a church-yard by a thick wall twelve or 
fixteen feet in height ; over the principal gates of which are eredted 
the fteeples, or what are termed in India the pagodas. They are 
conftrudted in a pyramidical form, upon a bafe of about fixty or 
feventy feet fquare, and built in a ftyle which, to a Gentoo, appears 
magnificent ; but which we would confider as a clumfy mafs of 
carved ftones, heaped upon each other without judgment or 
tafte. I know nothing that it refembles more than the fteeple of a 
glafs-houfe. In the centre of the enclofitre is excavated a tank of 
about one hundred and fifty yards fquare, and twelve or fifteen 
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feet deep ; the fides of which are lined with flone fteps to the very 
bottom. A fmall ifland is left in the middle of this pond, upon 
which is placed a Jwamy or great god; over whom is eredted a 
temple fupported upon pillars. On great feaffing days they make 
a kind of raft upon this tank, on which they paddle round Swamy, 
who is adorned with garlands and illuminations. They fometimes 
place him upon the raft, furrounded by burning torches, and row 
round the edges of the tank tinging a kind of facred mufic, accom- 
panied by tom-toms and a harth fort of hautboy. Various kinds of 
temples are alfo built againft the infide of the walls, in which are 
deposed thoufands of idols ; fuch as cows, rams, elephants, vultures, 
and monftrous figures of fat men, with fix or eight heads, legs, and 
arms, to each ; and here alfo are ftored all their riches, with the 
different implements ufed on their ceremonious feaft-days. 

What has been afferted by fome authors concerning the mecha- 
nical genius of the Hindoos appears to me in the light of a paradox 
They only prefer working from an European pattern, becaufe 
they w,fh to learn fomething new in the way of their bufmefs, and 
that they may the more exaSly pleafe their employers; for 1 can 
vouch from experience that many of them are men of quick and 
agacmus parts, only requiring an hint A execute your pleafe. 
he Tnchmpcfy chain is a ftrong proof of their inventive venius 
It » made of either gold or fflver, about the thicknefs of a ^ ' 
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and fo nicely linked and delicately finifhed, that it is impoffible for 
the eye to difcera that it is not one folid piece of metal, although 
it may be eafily twifted round the hand. This chain very much 
refembles a fand eel, when made of filver, and is worn by the black 
people round their loins. The one end of it fcrews into the other; 
and it is of fuchexquifite workmanfttip that, if once a link be broken, 
it can never be repaired. 

The Indians are faid formerly to have rigidly adhered to the 
different religious ceremonies of their tribes ; but fince their inter- 
courfe with the Europeans they have become more relaxed in thofe 
duties, particularly the military caffs. The great inconvenience 
attending fuch abfurd ideas in the field induced the Company’s 
officers to labour at a reformation, and eradicate from the minds of 
the fepoys their fuperftitious principles. Formerly none but Rajah- 
poots, Moormen, and Pitans, were permitted to carry arms ; but 
the Europeans have fince fiiewn that rigid difcipline will make a 
ioldier of a Pariar, the loweft of all caffs; and now men of every 
tribe are indifcriminately enlifted for fepoys in the Company’s 
fervice. 

None fliould judge of the ftature and appearance of the Eaff- 
Indians from thofe wretched outcafts, who, to our difgrace, are 
feen begging in fuch fwarms upon the ffreets of London, they 
5 being 
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being in general a flout handfome race of people. I am informed 
that the Moormen, and Hindoos of Bengal in particular, are of a 
y ery gigantic fize, none being admitted into the battalions under 
fix feet high. Six feet four and five inches is the common flature 
of their grenadier companies ; and they are withal extremely brawny 
and robuil. An haughty pride, jealoufy, and revenge, are their 
predominant paffions. In the heat of anger they ufe very abufive 
language, but feldom are guilty of any violence. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Pondamalee, April 1780^ 

We have lately been prefent at fome of the Indian 
feafts, which are here both frequent and fplendid, in honour, of 
fome idol, upon the celebration of marriage, or in commemoration 
of the exploits of their departed heroes, who are regarded as deities 
by thefe unhappy idolaters. I have feen upwards of thirty thoufand 
people affembled upon fuch occasions. Both men and women vie 
with each other at thofe feft-ivals in the adornment of their perfons 
with jewels, and their faces with cow-dung and faffron, which are 
as much in vogue with the ladies here as rouge is with thofe in 
France. The principal amufement at thefe entertainments are 
fireworks, in which they are very dexterous. An harfih kind of 
mufic from a tom-tom or drum, accompanied by a loud ruftic pipe, 
founds from different parties throughout the throng, while expert 
cudgelers exhibit in .the ftyle of ancient gladiators, and dancing girls 
who difplay amazing agility and grace in all their motions. Thefe 
women ffroll about the country in queft of employment, and are 
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allowed to difpofe of themfelves to the oppoGte fex at pleafure.- 
Some great men- alfo entertain companies of them for the amufe- 
ment of their concubines in the zenana. Six or eight girls compofe 
a troop: they are very gaudily drefled, and ornamented with jewels, 
and other precious Hones fet in rings, that are worn in the noftrils r 
round the neck and arms, and alfo upon the ancle* and toes" 
having fcall tinkling bells fixed to their ancles and elbows, which 
I think have rather an unpleafing effedt When thefe damfels 
begin a dance they do not hop and fkip like our %e dancers in 
England, but ftrive, by flow and graceful motions, to difplay the 
agiky and elegance of their bodies and limbs, which are formed 
by nature in the moft perfedt fymmetry. Thefe they twill into 
the moft wanton poftures imaginable, moving in excellent time 
though the mufic is never above one meafure fucceffively 
repeated. The dancers alfo accompany the mufic with amorous 
fangs and a palpitation or heaving of the bofom, calculated to 
excite in the fpedators correfpondent defires, fe this they are 
» very fuccefsful, continuing their lafcivious geftures till 

* ?*. ° f I “ S “ ti ° n ofexercife, they become 
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In this carnival fame parties are alfo feen fitting round a few 
glimmering lamps liftening with much attention to the caterwaul- 
ing of an old bard, who rehearfes in fong the exploits of their 
anceftors ; whilft others are entertained by conjurors, buffoons, and 
faquiers. But that which delights them moft of all is dragging 
through the multitude a triumphal car of an immenfe fize, upon 
which is placed a wooden ffeeple of a pagoda in miniature, finely 
ornamented with all kinds of flowers, and grandly illuminated 
with lamps and torches. It is fupported upon four large wheels 
at leaft three feet broad in- the rim, and in it is placed a coloflal fat 
figure of a god, fitting upon a throne with a crown upon his 
head. This grand parade, being referved to the laft, does not take 
place until three or four o’clock in the morning, the multitude in 
the mean time contenting themfelves with gazing at Swamy in 
utter aftonifhment and admiration. No lefs than a thoufand people 
at a time are appointed to drag the machine, palling with it in 
triumph through every ftreet in the town ; and the being yoked 
to this vehicle they confider as difeharging an important lhare of 
their religious duties. The whole town being thus finely illumi- 
nated makes a fplendid appearance, until the dawn of day puts an 
end to the revelry. 

One moonlight evening, as I walked with a companion in 
the environs of this garrilon, we fauntered towards a blazing fire 
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tuiTOumied by a number of black people, who made a dbleful and' 
melancholy noife with an uncommon kind of inftrument. As we 
approached them our nofes were fharply aflaxled by a favoury fmell, 
fomewhat like that of broiled bones- or mutton chops » which led 
us- to imagine that a- fumptuous feaft was going on : but how great 
was our aflonifhment to find them, upon- a nearer infpedion, a. few 
feled friends convened for the purpofe of reducing to afhes the 
body of a- deceafed relation l The corps was ftr etched at full 
length upon a number of burning faggots. As the flelh was coiv 
fuming it made a hiding noife, whilft all the friends were finging 
a mournful ditty accompanied by the tom-tom, their mod: favourite' 
inftrument,. and a prodigious large trumpet made exprefsly for this 
purpofe ; from which iffued a groaning found fufficient to imprefs 
the mind with an idea of the laft trumpet. Burning the dead is 
an univerfal practice all over this country,, excepting with the 
Mahometans, who bury theirs as we do.. 

If a ftranger or any otherperfon fhould happen to have his effed's 
ttolen from him by an Indian (which, by the. by,, feldom ever hap- 
pens) he mud; immediately inform the- hamtdar, or head man of the 
diftrid wherein the theft was committed, of its value, and all the 
particulars, who will inftantly endeavour to apprehend the culprit. 
And fuch are the excellent regulations eftablifhed by the- nabob 
amongft his people, that, if the hamildar, or his conftables, do not 
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difcover the thief, he raiift reftore the full value of what is left' 
to the fufferer; which makes them fo alert,, that, when any thing 
of this kind occurs, the offender very feldom efcapes. Flagellation 
is the only punishment inflided in. fuch cafes,, befides the reftora- 
tion of the ftoien goods. I have never feen any thing, like 
a prifon amongft them :■ and crimes of this- nature "are- fo feldom 
perpetrated, that every perfon refts in the moft perfed fecurity^ 
always leaving the doors and windows of their houfes open the 
whole night long- 

The face of this country is beautifully adorned with a variety 
©f extenfive forefts, lhady groves,, and fpacious avenues, which 
are a bleffed recreation to travellers in this fultry climate, that 
would otherwife be intolerable indeed. But, as I am no naturalift,, 
you muft not exped me to deferibe all the curious produdions of 
the earth in the minute and technical ftyle of a botanift- Nothing 
comes from my pen but what Suddenly ftrikes the eye of a ftranger, 
with which I hope you will' be Satisfied, as the fubjed is of itfolf fo 
copious that the attendance which my profeflion requires frequently 
obliges me to abridge it in many places.. 

The Cocoa-nut, the Mango, the Tamarind, Bamboo, Banian,, 
and Palmira trees, are the moft common produdions of this foil; 
Plantations of the cocoa-nut are very valuable, as this tree produces 

• many: 
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many neceffaries of life, particularly a refreihmg kind of drink, 
called toddy, which is evaded or oozes from its branches.. An 
infenor fort of this liquor is alfo taken from the Palmira tree. 
Groves of young cocoas have a pleafmg effeft to the eye: each of 
them is laid to yield about five pence per day to its owner; nor 
do they require any attention or care after a certain age. 

The banian tree is very remarkable, majefficaUy towering with 
above all the natives of the grove. Nature feems to have exprefsly 
formed it as a counterpoife to the heat, for it is not otherwife 
lemceable. Its Angular appearance conveys to one the idea of a 
iuperb amphitheatre. It grows firft in one prodigious trunk' 
which rife perpendicularly from the ground, appearing life va .ft 
num ers of thick vk roots cemented together in a duller; and, 
when it arrives at the height of twelve or fifteen f ee t, fi x or e ; 2ht 

arge brunches flioot out horizontally from it in every direful. 
When thefe have proved about ten or twelve feet from the 
centre younger branches, or fibres like finall ropes, iffue and 
from the lower part of their extremities ; and in , few 
years reaching to the ground take root again; and, receiving frel 

munches in J a ge ,2e ’ ft00tins forth 

trunk in the ^ defcrfe<i The 

mnk m the mean time rifes to a great height, and at certain 
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drop their fibres to the ground through the interfticea below ; and, 
if upon their defcent they ihould happen to fall upon the lower 
branches, they join in the form of a knot, and incline to the earth 
in one united body. It bears a large green leaf like the horfe- 
chefnut. All the principal avenues are formed of thefe {lately 
trees ; and the Indians prefer building their fwamy-houfes, molques, 
and choultries, under their extenfive {hade, to any other fituation. 
One would fuppofe that he had got into the body of a large gothic 
cathedral in walking through one of thefe avenues. The largeft 
banian tree faid to be in the Carnatic grows within two miles of 
Cuddalore, which it is affirmed can fcreen at one time upwards of 
two thoufand people from the influence of the fun. Nothing, in my 
idea, could adorn the extenfive lawns and policy of an Engliffi noble- 
man’s villa more magnificently than the banian : and I think it 
Would be worth the trouble of the curious to try if it will proljper 
in. our climate, either from the plant or the feed. Captains of 
{hips might eafily bring ffirubs of this kind home, preferred in large 
flower-pots in their cabins. 

The foliage here retains a perpetual green, the old leaves 
never dropping until young ones are ready to fucceed ; yet it muft 
be confefled that neither the leaves nor the grals wears that 
beautiful verdure fo pleafing to the eye in temperate climates. 
Every production of this foil appears parched and burnt up, except- 
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rag the rice fields. The leaves are always covered with duft and 
fand : and the grafs is either fo fhort, or lb long and wild, as con- 
ftantly to have a withered or reddifh hue. Hay is never made 
here, becaufe the heat will not allow the grafs to arrive at fufficient 
perfection; it is therefore pulled up by the root as occafion requires. 
And fo aftonilhingly rapid is the vegetation to a certain length, that, 
in the fpace of one night after a fhower of rain, I have feen a fimdy 
defart, where not a pile was perceptible, covered with luxuriant 
verdure. 

As yet I have feen but few of the cotton fhrubs. They 
appear like an old bur-bufh. I fliould fuppofe that plantations of 
them are fcarce in the Carnatic, although cotton is the ftaple 
commodity of the manufactories of this country. Thorn hedges 
are fometimes placed in gardens ; but in the fields the milk huh 
is moft commonly ufed. It bears this name from being of a foft 
and porous nature, when fqueezed emitting a whitifo juice like 
•milk that is deemed a deadly poifon. All animals are taught by 
inftinCt, as men are by experience, to avoid it. An horfe will 
have his head and eyes pr-odigioufly fwelled from handing for fome 
•time under the foade of a milk hedge. 

A plant referiibling the leaves of an artichoke, but ten times 
longer, more formidable and prickly, is placed in dry ditches of 

* forts, 



forts, or other places of defence, and forms an impenetrable barrier, 
being fb flrong and pointed in every direction that neither man 
nor beafl can force it. This fhrub I think would be an acquifition 
in England, if the cold did not affed its growth. 

This country fwarms fo much with inhabitants that the 
public and private roads are for ever crowded with paflengers, like 
one of the principal flreets in London. They are chiefly employed 
in the cotton manufadorses and the culture of rice. The fhady 
groves and villages teem with cotton-weavers ; and it is aflonifhing 
to fee with what flmplicity they carry on their work, ufing no 
other inflruments, to appearance, than three or four pieces of {licks, 
with which they finifh a web in the courfe of a fortnight. Inflead 
of a loom they extend the yarn from one tree to another while 
the web is weaving. 

Their manner of agriculture is equally Ample, though perhaps 
not fo confiilent with propriety. The plough is a plain machine 
with only one handle to it, and dragged by a Angle bullock or 
buffalo, never turning up above two or three inches of the ground. 
The rice is removed from its firft bed, and tranfplanted into regular 
drills, after the flem has grown about fix inches long. It is then 
left to a bountiful Providence, who does more for them in this 
part of the world than their indolence merits, A pump, fituated 
# M upon 
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upon an eminence, and worked the whole day by two men, who 
count every bucket of water they throw out in a fong, is alloted 
to .every three or four fields for watering them through the day. 
Every field is furrounded by a low bank ; and channels of com- 
munication are made from the pump to each of them, which are 
in the day-time conftantly overflowed. 

In traverfing thefe regions one does not find inns at proper 
ftations upon the roads as in Europe. Here it is cuftomary for all 
perfons to carry their fervants and provifions along with them ; and 
they put up iii apartments called choultries , which are built in con- 
venient fituations upon the roads, and in the vicinity of towns, 
for the accommodation of paffengers during the night, or the moil 
fikltry part of the day; for none travel here, unlefs obliged to it 
by neceflity, when the fun approaches his meridian. Thefe habi- 
tations are, for the moft part, built from charitable motives by the 
opulent Gentoos or Moormen, as a convenience for the wearied 
traveller. They think in this with fonae Roman Catholics, who 
imagine that, by the eredion of a public monaftery before their 
death, they atone for a life of fin. This proves their confcioufnefs 
of frailty, and dread of the vengeance of a Supreme Being. 
Choultries are generally conftru&ed in the form of a fipiare, with 
the face open towards the north, and flat on the top. On the 
ihady fide of the moft magnificent feveral piazzas project, fup- 
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ported upon pillars, one without another, through which you 
afcend by a flight of fteps to the inner apartment, where the 
paffenger repofes ; his fervants, if he has any, taking their ftations 
in the verranda or outer hall. A tank of water is always to be. 
found in the neighbourhood of thefe inns. The poor natives 
generally give way tp the rich, and all thofe to an European 
gentleman, if he choofes to exadt that deference.. 



Pondamalee, May 1789. 

Since our regiment has been quartered in this 
garrifon we have been frequently vifited by horle-jockies ; who, 
for artifice and impofition, are equal to any in that line at New- 
market. Horfes are of double the value here to what they are in 
England. Handfome but very wild, an European even of {kill is 
almoft afraid to mount one of them ; for the Moormen, who are 
always the horfe-dealers, delight in teaching them the moft vicious 
pranks. A black horfe is feldom to be met with ; the moft common 
colours being duns, light and dark bays, greys and piebalds. It is 
difficult to match them for the cavalry, and equally fo to train them 
for war. , , ; . ' ' 

The Moors have a very Angular method of fattening their 
horfes for file. Could you or any other European fuppofe a fheep’s 
head to be the chief food ufed for that purpofe ? This however is 
abfolutely the cafe. The head is boiled until the flefh parts freely 
from the bone: the flefh is then made up into balls mixed with 
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cooling fpices, and put into his gram (a fmall kind of pulfe univer- 
ially ufed inftead of oats) twice or three times a day: and this 
procefs is concluded by a dofe of marfall or purgative fpices regu- 
larly once a fortnight adminiftered to him. From Ikin and bone, 
this kind of food will render an horfe, in lefs than two months, 
perfedtly plump ; but his flefh, though it looks well, will be found 
of a flabby texture. It generally anfwers, however, the purpofe 
of the feller ; and, if the buyer takes care to feed him well upon 
harder food for a few months afterwards, he will foon bring his 
horfe to a firm condition. 

When a jockey brings forth his horfe to be viewed for fale 
he has him handfomely caparifoned with cloth houfing, and orna- 
mented with party-coloured trappings. His mouth is managed by 
a ftrong iron bit, made in the form of a c'heveaux de frize , the lead: 
touch of which fets him upon his mettle, and pricks him to luch a 
degree that he gets quite enraged almoft as foon as he is mounted : 
yet the rider has by the force of this machine the entire command 
over dm, either bringing him at full gallop to a fudden flop, or 
turning him whither he pleafes. In this manner the jockey makes 
him prance about and cut dexterous capers, oecafionallv chiding hint 
in the Moorifh language., until the animal becomes quite animated 
and warm, when all at once he fets off at full career to the diflance 
of about a quarter of a mile and back again ; and then the artful 

horforaan 



horfeman draws tip Ms' foaming (feed for your approbation. Thefer 
horfes are ungovernable with a common Englifh bit ; and an Euro- 
pean m managing the Mobriih bridle is very apt to make the horfe 
rear and fall back, which indeed they are ready to do upon all occa- 
hons. An horfe is feldom to be met with that has not feme parti- 
cular blemifh in his limbs, occaiioned by the harfe treatment they 

receive from thefe Indians; nor have they, in the jockey phrafe, 
any mouth. ■ . . . : r 


It is prudent m any gentleman that means to purchafe an 
horfe from one erf thole feUows, after being fully fatisfied that he is 

°™;'° l ,'f “ f h “ ftr ^ with the Englilh bridle 
. ^ whrch the owner will readily grant if the horfe be 

1 if ° ° rany thl “ S ’ “ he ma 7 have fame concealed vicious 
ab.t that a, feft light it not to be differed : but I would advife 
16 nder t0 be ver y w *ry when at practice. 

Elephants and camels are animals of too much magnitude and 
importance m this country any longer to efc , - 

Elephants ^ f ■ r 7 & f pe 0Ur operation. 

of one of our ,a J & * 7® ^ *»» *e f lze 

fee the clumfy T, “I ^ ^ » 

) - mnerm which they praaife the gambols of youth 

docility and powers of this animal are ieady 
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io well authenticated, it will be unneceflary for me to expatiate 
much upon the fubjed ; I fhall only obferve, therefore, that they 
are chiefly ufed for two important purpofes by the princes of this 
country, few elfe being able to keep them, as they are exceedingly 
expenfive, and of value from fifteen hundred to two thoufand 
pagodas each. The firfi: of thefe purpofes is for ftate-parades ; a 
fquare tower called a hewder y capable of containing four or five 
perfons, and handfomely gilt and adorned, being placed upon his 
back with girths like a faddle. They are alfo trained for war,, 
carrying a heavy iron chain, five or fix yards long, in their trunks, 
which they are taught to wield amongffc the ranks in a furious 
manner, and to trample upon all that come in their way. The 
other important fervices which they perform are the carrying 
loads that no animals but themfelves can move ; fuch as the tents 
of an army, cannon, or other unwieldy military flores. The 
elephant is trained to lie down upon his belly at command, in order 
to be loaded with facility, and then rifes cautioufly up again, 
fupporting a load fit for a fmall Hage- waggon upon the Englifh 
road. One man only guides him fitting crofs-legged upon his 
neck ; and with an iwftrument like a fmall pick-axe, and a language 
underftood by both parties, turns him at pleafure by two or three 
flrokes of this hammer upon a certain tender part on the top of 
the elephant’s head. When the monfter Hands he is mounted by 
a ladder, or climbing up by his tail; and he will fometimes bend 

his 
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his knee a little for a perfon to afcend over his Ihoulclers. His ears 
feem more out of proportion than any other part of his body, being 
as large as, and much relembling, an overgrown fcate-filh, which 
they conftantly flap about to keep off the flies. The pace of the 
elephant feems flow ; but he., neverthelefs makes very confiderable 
way; and, when put to it, can get into a kind of lounging trot. 
He is fed upon ftraw, or the branches of trees and brulhwood. I 
have feen one of them eat three or four truffles of ftraw to his break- 
faft, without being fatisfied : and it is furprifing to fee with what 
cleanlinefs he draws and prepares the ftraw with his trunk or fnout, 
m which his fenfitive power is really incredible. Let him be placed 
for refrefhment at the root of a common fized tree, and he will 
perfectly denude it with his probofcis. It Ihould feem that the 
entrails of an elephant are formed upon a Ampler conftrudtion than 
thofe of any other animal ; for the food undergoes very little change 
m paffing through his ftomach, his ordure being a mere lump of 
ehewed flicks and ftraw; and this feems the more likely, as his 
keeper is obliged to adminiftera bolus of emollient fpices regular! v 
every night to facilitate digelhon. Contrary to the nature of all 
other animals, fuch is their modefty, that they embrace the means 
of propagation up to their necks in wato for fear of bein* feen 


Toihew the impreffion that the reproof of his keeper makes 
the elephant, they tell an extraordinary ftory of one in the 

late 
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late wars that was brought to raife a twenty-four pounder out of a 
{lough with his trunk, with which, though in vain, he made many 
able exertions. At laft his keeper, having loft all patience, ufed 
many fevere terms of reproach, exclaiming “ For fhame! a 
44 powerful monfter like you incapable of moving fo fmall a weight 
4 4 as that S Exert yourfelf, or your reputation is loft for ever! 
44 Shew that you ought to have been by right the king of ani- 
44 mals — What ! no more force from a hero like you !” And fo on, 
until at laft, finding his prowefs unequal to the talk affigned him, 
and feeing that he could not effedt the will of his mafter, the 
elephant overftrained himfelf to fuch a degree that, in a fit of 
chagrin and defpair, he dropped dead upon the fpot. For the 
truth of this I cannot vouch, but it has been related to me as a fa£t. 

Camels are alfo ufed in the army, and in other ways, for 
carrying heavy loads and going long journies. They travel beft in 
dry weather, and will trot ninety or a hundred miles a day if 
lent upon an exprefs. They are extremely vicious; and the 
keeper, or what they call a camel-hircarrah , lives but a Ihort time, 
from the exceffive fatigue of riding at fuch a rate upon thefe rough- 
paced animals. 

Tigers are fo ferocious and numerous in this country that 
fome villages in the neighbourhood of hills and mountains are 

N obliged 
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obliged regularly to lodge their cattle and fhut up their doors 
before fun-fet. 

During the ipring months the climate here is tolerably cool 
and temperate ; but at this feafon the barometer ordinarily hands 
at ninety, and fometimes rifes to one hundred and twenty degrees. 
It is now the month of May ; and the w eather is become fo intenlely 
hot and difagreeable that one cannot, with the fmalleft degree of 
pleafure, fit down to any occupation, being under the neceffity even 
at table of having an handkerchief placed on each fide to wipe away 
the exceffive perfpiration. It is even with difficulty that I can 
proceed with this letter from the drops that fall from my forehead 
upon the paper, wetting it like a billet-doux from the weeping eyes 
of a defponding lover. Some people in this feafon change their 
hnen three or four times a-day, which, in my opinion, is labour in 
vam ; as that newly put on becomes as moift in one minute as the 
former; and the heat relaxing a perfon fo much that he becomes 
quite feeble and exhaufted before the operation of fhifting is com- 
pleted. Gentlemen are, however, fometimes agreeably mfreffied 

m the morning by having feveral pots of cool water thrown over 

them as they rife from their berk • kit .1 • • , 

/ m meu beds > but this is only a temporary 

' 1 Wh0 Wear *8* certainly enjoy this luxury in 

S . cater perfe&on than with the natural hair. An European mt# 
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redrefs himfelf, he is liable to have the fkin of his back entirely 
ftripped off by the fun ; in which cafe it muft be immediately 
anointed with oil or fpirits. 

The heat of the fun is not the only oppreffion felt at this 
feafon of the year, there being a wind which regularly blows ftrong 
from the land for four months without ceafing, that in the day- 
time conveys a burning heat, and during the night occafions quite 
a contrary fenfation. I do not exaggerate much when I compare 
the feeling, ariiing from a guft of thofe fcorching winds, to that 
of thrufting one’s face into the door of an heated oven ; and it 
inftantly cracks the Ikin in the mod painful manner. Thefe gales 
are leen fome time before they arrive, driving furioufly from the 
weft in great whirlwinds and tornadoes, railing, to the very hea- 
vens, fand, and every thing elfe which they encounter, in awful 
clouds and pillars of duft. They very much refemble thofe par- 
tial fpring-fhowers, which, in England, frequently defcend in a 
fudden manner from the hills: but fuch gales are feldom ever 
attended with rain. It is aflerted that thofe land-winds are fre- 
quently fo violent as to unroof houfes and raife fmall cattle into 
the air. Indeed I have myfelf found it difficult to keep my legs 
when caught in one of thofe whirlwinds ; and you know that I 
am not one of the lighted: men in the world. When they are 
feen approaching all doors and windows are inftantly barricadoed, 
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obliged regularly to lodge their cattle and fhut up their doors 
before fun-let. 


During the fpring months the climate here is tolerably cool 
and temperate ; but at this feafon the barometer ordinarily {lands 
at ninety , and fometim.es rifes to one hundred and twenty degrees. 
It is now the month of May ; and the weather is become fointenfely 
hot and difagreeable that one cannot, with the fmalleft degree of 
pleafure, ft down to any occupation, being under the neceffi ty even 
at table of having an handkerchief placed on each fide to wipe away 
the exceffive perfpiration. It is even with difficulty that I can 
proceed with this letter from the drops that fall from my forehead 
upon the paper, wetting it like a billet-doux from the weeping eyes 
of a defponding lover. Some people in this feafon change their 
linen three or four times a-day, which, in my opinion, is labour in 
vam ; as that newly put on becomes as moift in one minute as the 
former; and the heat relaxing a perfon fo much that he becomes 
quite feeble and exhaufted before the operation of fluftiag is com- 
p eted. Gentlemen are, however, fometimes agreeably refreffied 
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redrefs himfelf, he is liable to have the fldn of his back entirely 
ftripped off by the fun ; in which cafe it muft be immediately 
anointed with oil or fpirits. 

The heat of the fun is not the only oppreffion felt at this 
feafoii of the year, there being a wind which regularly blows ftrong 
from the land for four months without ceafing, that in the day- 
time conveys a burning heat, and during the night occafions quite 
a contrary fenfation, I do not exaggerate much when I compare 
the feeling, ariling from a guft of thofe fcorching winds, to that 
of thrufting one’s face into the door of an heated oven; and it 
Inftantly cracks the (kin in the moil painful manner. Thefe gales 
are feen fome time before they arrive, driving furiouily from the 
well in great whirlwinds and tornadoes, railing, to the very hea- 
vens, fand, and every thing elfe which they encounter, in awful 
clouds and pillars of dull. They very much referable thofe par- 
tial fpring-fhowers, which, in England, frequently defcend in a 
fudden manner from the hills: but fuch gales are feldom ever 
attended with rain. It is aflerted that thofe land-winds are fre- 
quently fo violent as to unroof houfes and raife fmall cattle into 
the air. Indeed I have myfelf found it difficult to keep my legs 
when caught in one of thofe whirlwinds; and you know that I 
am not one of the lighteft men in the world. When they are 
feen approaching all doors and windows are inftantly barficadoed, 

N 2 to 



[ 9 ^ ] 

to prevent fuffocation from fand and duft, and having every thing 
in the houfe rendered ufelefs. I have been of a party when one 
of thofe tornadoes forced us to enclofe ourfelves in this manner, 
and to fit down by candle-light to dinner, which rendered the 
heat intolerably fuffocating. Notwithftanding the manner in which 
the doors and windows were thus blocked up, the fand and daft 
' "was forced by the wind through many imperceptible crevices, and 
fell fo thick upon our plates as to be taken up upon the point of a 
knife like pounded pepper. 

The land-winds are lulled towards the evening j and before it 
is midnight become cpuite cold. This tranfition is reckoned very 
unwholefome , andifaperfonfleeps where there is a. ftrong draught 
of air, which an European is naturally led to do from the heat, he 
will in all probability lofe the ufe of his limbs before morning upon 
the fide expofed to the wind. 

Our regiment has found it impoffible to wear the Highland 
drds any longer in this country; we are therefore now clothed in 
white hats and trowfers, apparel better fuited to an hot climate: 
but I believe, notwithftanding this, that fome of our foldiers would 

hive braved the «mo4 rage of the Mufquitoes rather than qmt 
their native drefs. i; v ... 


We 
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We were, in the beginning of this month, publicly reviewed 
at this place (Pondamalee) by the governor and General Munro, 
accompanied by many foreign envoys or vakeels. Majors Elphin- 
fton and Mackenzie were much and defervedly commended by the 
general, for their attention to the difcipline of the corps, which 
that day muftered eight hundred men upon the parade, and made a 
very martial appearance. All who were prefent, even Hyder Ally’s 
ambaffador, acknowledged that we were very fit for immediate 
fervice. But I am forry to add that, fince the review, the infernal 
land-winds have greatly increafed our lick lift, and fent many of 
our beft men to their graves. It is truly melancholy to obferve 
how quickly thefe fine fellows are cut off, who, in a more tempe- 
rate climate, might render eminent fervice to their country. 

Providence furely never intended that Europeans fhould carry 
their conquefts thus far from their native fhores ; for their emigra- 
tion hither is certainly meant as a punifhment and fcourge. No 
one, in my opinion, that could exift in his native country, would 
ever wifti to fpend the beft, or indeed any, part of his life in this, 
were he once fenfible of the difference. Even the allurements of 
wealth can be no compenfation for the rilks and hardfhips incident 
in a climate fo foreign to his conftitution, if life and happinefs be 
his principal defires. The infinite perplexities arifing in this 
ungenial region, and its vaft diftance from home, abfolutely erafe 

from 



[ 94 ] 

* r °m a man’s mind all ideas of zeal for the welfare of his country. 
Here patriotifm evaporates through the fir earn of peripiration ; and, 
when the native juices are once exhaufled, he becomes an indif- 
ferent alien, ending his exiled being in mifery and difcontent. I 
much wiffi, my dear friend, that thefe reflections would be an 
inducement with my worthy countrymen, for whom I freely 
perfpire as yet, to content themfelves at home, and feek for real 
happinefs where it is moft likely to be found. 

I doubt not, as you have heard fo much about Indian opulence, 
but you are ere now impatient to know the full amount of our 
annual receipts from the Company. I have therefore fubjoined to 
this letter a true ftatement of the pay .and allowances, in fterling 

money, as granted to all ranks of officers upon the Madras efla! 
bliffiment. 


The Company’s agreement with the king’s troops, as recorded 

“ ,hdr public letter which accompanied the feventy-third regiment 
m 1779, is, that a gratuity (hall be given to them monthly, which 
added to the king’s pay, (hall mafce it e(Jual to ^ own . an(J ^ 

they (hall always receive the/.* p ay and>/J aBmanca as w 

o then own troops engaged upon the fame fervice with them. 
H.S Majeily’s officers are alto to take rank of all thofe of the 
ompany that bear the fame commiffion with themfelves; which, 

impartially 
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impartially fpeaking, feems rather an hardfhip upon the Company’s 
experienced officers. Nothing, however, can be more flattering to 
the king’s troops than this compadt, if ftridtly adhered to ; of which 
we entertain no doubt, confcious that our royal mafter will fee 
every juft ice done to his own troops ; particularly when ferving in 
defence of fuch diftant territories. And, permit me to tell you, my 
dear friend, it is a comfortable reflection to us (and what indeed I 
think every Briton, fhould glory in) to be the fubjedts of a 
benevolent and generous fovereign, whofe heart is ever d'ifpofed to 
redrefs their flightefi grievances. What elfe could ftimulate our 
zeal and inflame our adtions in a difagreeable foreign country at 
the diftance of ten thoufand miles from home? Without fuch 
protedtion and fupport, be aflured that military ardour would 
fpeedily decline. 

The coins of this country are pagodas, rupees, fanams, and 
cafh, The laft is fidtitious, like our pound fterling ; but of lefs 
value than an halfpenny, fix of them making only a fanam, worth 
about two pence fterling. Twelve fanams, or two fhillings, make a 
rupee; and four rupees, or eight fhillings, are equal to. a ftar-pagoda 
as it is given for a bill of exchange upon London : — for you muft 
underhand the original value of a pagoda is only feven f hillin gs and: 
fix pence, or forty-five fanams ; at which ftandard the troops are 
paid : and fix one-fourth per cent, or the odd fix pence, is com-* 
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m only the difference of exchange which the drawer of a bill 
receives. But fometimes fuch is the demand for paymafters or navy- 
bills, that there is from, twelve to fifteen per cent, in his favour.. 
Twelve per cent, is the legal intereft of this fettlement : but we 
have hci*e abundance of ufurers, who make no fcruple of taking 
feventy and one hundred per cent, with jewels in pawn as fecurity 
until the principal and intereft are paid.- This indeed is a comtnon 
mode of accumulating a rapid fortune in the Eaft; but a certain 
capital is requisite to commence with. Some black merchants, 
that will perhaps clear two hundred per cent, in other countries, 
find it their intereft in the courfe of trade to give this exorbitant 
difterence ; but in the end the military, who are the principal con- 
fumers, feel it the moft. To this may be imputed the conftant 
indigence that reigns in the army : for, although the pay is double 
what it is at home, yet the fupport of a thoufand luxuries and 
extravagancies, which have been wantonly introduced into thefe 
fettlements, bring it to the fame end ; that is, a bare exiftence. 
Economy is fo fpurned at and difefteemed, that the very utterance 
of fuch a mean word would be enough to exclude a young man 
from all fociety; without which you may imagine exiftence 
would become a burden in this ungenial clime : one is therefore 
obliged through neceffity to conform to cuftom, however repugnant 
it may be to his intereft. The only difference betwixt an officer 
in India and one in England is, that the one enjoys a little more 
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ftyle, the other much greater comfort. It is however a happy 
circumftance for thofe engaged in a military life here, that their 
minds are for ever anticipating fome advantageous change in affairs 
that may probably better their fortunes. It is natural for all of us 
to credit moft readily that report which we mold anxioufly with 
to fee verified. Nothing is heard now in every barrack and every 
quarter but of war, promotion, prize-money, and batta, or, as it is 
termed in England, bat and forage-money, which is here, in the 
field, almoft double the peace allowance. Thefe ideas of war 
originate from a report at prefent circulating through the country, 
and ferioufly alarming to the inhabitants, that Hyder Ally Cawn,. 
nabob and general of the Mifore army, who is reputed to be an able 
officer, but a turbulent neighbour to the Carnatic, is intent upon 
breaking with us, that he may have fome pretext to join in the 
general conflagration which now threatens the Eaft-India Com- 
pany’s affairs. It would appear, however, from the unfufpicious 
tranquillity of the Madras council, that the report is without 
foundation, though it feems to have railed among the natives in 
general an uncommon fhare of terror and difmay. 
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State of the Subfiftence and Gratuity *, mi alfo of the FqllBattaf paid 
by the Eaft India Company to their Troops upon the Madras ejlablijhment £ 
for a month of thirty days . 


A \ Field Officers are paid their emoluments from the Company’s 
jagluerSj which often fludiuate, they are not here inferted $ how- 
ever, let it fuffice to obferve, that, the allowances to Field Officers 
hear a good proportion to thofe of other ranks. 
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Lieutenant, 
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Thefe are vi&ualed by the Company 
when in the field. 
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LETTER X. 

Pcmdamalec, July 1780. 

It will no doubt aftonifli you to find that, from . the 
flate of tranquillity in which my laft letter left this fettlement, we 
are now ft niggling hard amidfl: all the horrors of war to repel the 
violent inroads and depredations of the Mifore army, which had 
long been predicted by the natives ; although, unfortunately for 
this country, nothing but the dreadful calamities attendant upon 
the fword of a barbarian was fufficient either to forewarn or con- 
vince the Madras council of Hyder Ally’s warlike preparations. 

Here I Ihould with to delineate, with fome degree of certainty, 
the real fource of thofe broils in which the Company have of late 
years involved themfelves ; but, as it is next to an impoflibility for 
one in my ftation to obtain a thorough knowledge of their clan- 
deftine tranfadtions in this country, myfieries which I believe can 
only be folved by their original projectors, you muft be contented 
with the prevailing opinions upon that fubjeCt throughout this 
fettlement. 

O 2 
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It may not, however, be amifs firft to prefent you with a 
curfory view of the conduft of the Company for fome years 
antecedent to their prefent embarraffinents, which, though perhaps 
deficient in many points, may neverthelefs tend to develope fome 
of the fecret motives by which they have been moft commonly 
actuated. 

It 'appears by the firfr charter which thofe merchants obtained 
from Government, that the chief object in contemplation from 
voyaging hither was fimply a commercial intercourfe with the 
Indians, which then feemed to be the fummit of their ambition. 
After obtaining, however, a thorough knowledge of the meek 
and pufilanimous difpofition of thefie unfortunate natives, the 
itiexhauftible wealth of their country, the vaft Superiority of 
European tallies to thofe of Alla; and having allb compared, with 
an envious eye, their own flow progrefs in the accumulation of 
riches by fair and . honeft traffic, with the opulent and eafy 
.acquifitions that a lefs fcrupulous confcience yielded to the 
Mahomedan conquerors; they were foon induced,, by fuch rapa- 
cious confiderations, to blend war with commerce, fo naturally 
adopting the policy and deceitful manners of the Moors, that I 
believe nothing but the aft of fimmmeifion was wanting to render 
them complete muffulmen. '-Mt 
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This change fil'd began by augmenting their forces, and 
afterwards lending them out as mercenaries to either Mahomedah 
or Gentoo, as opportunity offered, eagerly however preferring the 
prince that fhould cede to them moft jaghiers * and money as a 
recompenfe for their fervices. By this means they foon became 
fo formidable and renowned in arms as to take the refponfibiiity of 
invafion, conqued, and innocent bloodfhed, upon themfelves, 
attacking the powers of India upon felfifh fpeculation as their 
avarice and ambition diftated, and continuing wantonly to {port 
away the lives of their countrymen, until they had, by the mod: 
difhonourable a£ts of injudice and oppreffion, rendered the Britifh 
name odious in all the Indian courts, and ufurped the immenfe 
territories now in their poffeffion, which at prefent take no lefs 
than a handing army of an hundred thoufand fighting men to defend 
them. 

The Indians in their turn made, from time to time, many 
noble druggies againd the Englifh depredators, in which none 
fhone more confpicuoufly than the Marrattas under their different 
chiefs, and the Miforians under Hyder Ally Cawn. But thefe, 
confcious of their inferiority, were often obliged, in order to 
preferve the balance of power, and effectually avenge their caufe, 
to folicit the affiftan.ee of France, who it may be readily fuppofed 

* Territories. 
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never felled to embrace an opportunity of aggrandizing Iierfelf at the 
expen fe of Great Britain. This occajioned frequent viciffitudes in 
the affairs of the Eaft India Company: but they are poflefied of 
fuch infinite refources, both by fea and land, that they have 
hitherto contrived, more from good fortune than good manage- 
ment, to keep poffeflion of their plunder. Yet I fear a period is 
drawing nigh, when they, and every other European intruder, 
'Will be forced to withdraw from the Oriental fhores, and content 
themfelves with the lefs fplendid produaions of their native land. 


In order to illufatte what has been already faid, I need only 
Jay before you the following fketch of a war, which, without the 
Jeaft provocation or colouring of reafon, has, ever iince the year 
1774, been waged again® the Marrattas, with no lefs enmity than 
the Punic wars of Carthage and Rome. Prudence, in the fupreme 
tribunals of India, was at this time unfortunately fubjugated by 
avarice and ambition , and, regardlefs of tire fatal confequences that 
might enfue from the dark coiifpiracies and threats of all Europe to 
humble the power of Great Britain in all her territories, of which 
the Company were duly forewarned, yet they ftrenuoufly pe r fi fled 

" r T S thC Mam “ aS “ d dl th “ « "aft the 

Inthans, fearful of approaching diflolution, were obliged to form 

uc r a confederacy m their own defence as now feems to threaten 

nothing lefs than annihilation to the India Company. Hence may 

be 
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be feen the real fource of all our prefent calamities in the eaft. 
It was not furprifing that every fcheme planned in India fhould 
prove abortive, when it was affirmed that almoft- every council- 
teemed with people fo felf-interefted, and totally deflitute of prin- 
ciple, that national honour, and the inter eft of their mailers, were 
lead; of all the objects of their confideration. 

The Marrattas are in the Decan fbmething fimilar to what 
the Germans are in Europe— an immenfe empire compofed of many 
fubordinate principalities, which were formerly governed by an 
elected chief, generally the moil diftinguiffied for abilities and 
valour. His title is Ram Rajah , or emperor, whole throne was 
eilabliffied at a place called Setter ah, in the very heart of their 
dominions. United under this head, the Marrattas were always 
deemed powerful and invincible in the eyes of all their neighbours, 
and are now the only nations of India who never were effectually 
conquered by the Mahomedans. At prefent th.ofe. chiefs affume 
each an air of independency, yet Hill yielding a kind of tacit 
allegiance to their Ram Rajah, who retains the power of calling 
out their troops into the Held when public fervice is required! 

1 his chief can alienable an army or three hundred thou land men 
upon any emergency. Was it not then abfolute madnefs in us to 
have quarrelled with fuch a power, even if we dreaded no other 
foe .at the time but itfelf ? 


Of 
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Of all others the Marrattas are the moft polilhed people m 
India. They are generous and hofpitable both towards Grangers 
and each other, even to a fuperftitious degree, thefe virtues forming 
a part of their religion from time immemorial. Plunder is their 
chief objedfc when engaged in war; but they treat their prifoners 
with much greater humanity than might be expedited from people 
of a predatory habit. 

Some years prior to the prefent hoftilities, the throne of 
Setterah was ufurped by Nana Row brother to Ragonaut Raiv, or 
the famous Ragoba, who confined the real Ram Rajah in a 
neighbouring fortrefs, and adminiftered government to the Marrattas 
as his Pai/hwa or prime minifter. 

When Nana Row' died he left two fons, Mada Row and 
Narain Row ; the firft and eldeft of whom inherited the Ration of 
prime minifter, which occafioned great jealoufy in the bread; of his 
uncle Ragoba, who thought himfelf belt entitled to the fucceffion ; 
upon the difcovery of which, Mada Row, apprehending confe- 
quences, ordered him into confinement. 

; y ; : :. As this Paiihwa advanced in years, he began to forefee the 
approaching diffolution of his family through the crafty machina- 
tions of his intriguing uncle, even though immured in a prifon ; 

■ ■ ; ..'-v -'V :■ ■ and 
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and, being a man. of lingular humanity and benevolence, embraced 
the generous refolution of effe&ing a reconciliation betwixt Narain 
Row and him, both the objects of his tendernefs, by caufing 
his uncle to be releafed ; and, in a molt pathetic fpeech, committing 
his only brother to his care and protedtion ; obferving at the fame 
time to Ragoba, that Narain never advifed his confinement, but 
was always a ftrenuous advocate for his releafe ; and that he hoped 
gratitude would now induce him to protect his nephew, who was 
as yet young and inexperienced in the world, from the fnares and 
plots of his enemies.; and alfo to advife him in the adminiftration 
of government ; all of which Ragoba court eoufly promifed to fulfil. 
But this depraved and perfidious wretch difplayed as much diflimu- 
lation upon this occafion as Mada Row did an honeft and virtuous 
confidence. 

In November 1772 the pailhwa died, and poor Narain Row, 
■who had juft entered his twenty- third year, was cruelly cut off in 
a very few months afterwards,. The heart of Ragoba was at all 
times callous to every impreffion of tendernefs and gratitude, par- 
ticularly when his private intereft was concerned; he therefore 
bafely determined to avail himfelf of the confidence that was placed 
in him ; and, by one deliberate blow, fecure the paifhwafhip without 
a competitor ; as neither of his nephews at that time had any 
children born, although Narain’s wife was known to be pregnant. 

P Accordingly 



Accordingly he bribed three fubedars of the paifhwa’s guard to 
affaffinate Narain Row ; which inhuman deed was perpetrated in. 
Auguft 1773, when he was actually in the very embraces of his- 
perfidious uncle. 

The death of Narain Row was fo much lamented, and the 
perpetrator of it fo much execrated, by all his fubjeds, that a power- 
ful party was inftantly formed to depofe Ragoba ; and, fo fuccefsful 
were their efforts, that they obliged the infamous regicide to fly 
from his country. The Company, however, purfuant to their ufual 
fyftem of policy, readily afforded him a fafe afylum in the ifland of 
Bombay, in confideration of a few pecuniary donations to particular 
people, and a promife of the moft flattering conceffions to the 
Company, which he had neither the power nor the right to per- 
form. The Marrattas remonftrated ftrongly againft this unjuft: 
proceeding of the Bombay prefidency ; but, in defpite of all cou- 
fequences, they determined to proted Ragonaut Row : and it was 
in fupport of this mifcreant that the Company firft took up arms 
againft thefe formidable ftates. 

Purfuant to refolution, the Bombay troops foon commenced 
hoftilities ; and, with a good deal of lofs, reduced the iflands of 
Salfette and Baroche ; and were carrying on the war with vigour, 
when fome circumftances intervened that brought on a temporary 
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reconciliation ^ and the following terms of peace were agreed upon 
and ratified in March 1776, entitled the Treaty of Poonah. It 
was Ripulated in this negociation that the Marrattas fhould cede 
Salfette, Baroche, and other diRridts in the vicinity of Bombay, to 
the Company; and alfo that Ragoba fhould be provided for by 
them according to his rank in a private Ration, upon condition that 
he fhould be immediately ordered to withdraw from Bombay; and 
that eurr. afterwards no protection or affiflance fhould be given to 
him or any other fubjedt of the Marratta Rates, who fhould excite 
the leaR diRurbance or rebellion in that country; all which the 
court of directors ordered to be Rridtly adhered to, having regard 
however to the protection of Ragoba 1 s perfon from violence. This 
laR claufe of intended humanity was in the end made a bad ufe of ; 
for it gave room to Ragonaut Row to fuppofe that the Company 
had not as yet altogether forfaken him, more efpecially as he was 
fill permitted to remain in Bombay, contrary to the terms of 
treaty. Thefe ideas urged him to commence new intrigues, and 
foment animohties afrefh in the adminiRration of Poonah. His 
artifices were at length carried fo far as to caufe one of his moR 
important partizans (and I believe the only one there) to whifper 
into the credulous ear of the Englifh refident at the court 
of Poonah, that a moR powerful party was formed in favour 
of Ragoba, and only waited the fandtion and fupport of the 
Company to overthrow all his opponents, and fpeedily advance him 
to the fupreme government. 
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This piece of intelligence, received with avidity, and at once 
credited by majorities in the prefidencies both of Bombay and 
Calcutta, gave a fudden change to the face of affairs ; for it was 
determined, without much hefitation, to efpoufe the caufe of this 
treacherous vagabond afrefh, in diredt violation of the treaty which 
they had but a ihort time before fo folemnly ratified. This conduct, 
however, very foon reduced them to the moft difgraceful fub- 
miffions; notwithftanding which the war was ftill profecuted, until 
the enraged and much-injured Marrattas at laft found means to 
unite all their difcordant chiefs : Hyder Ally Cawn, the Soubah 
of the Decan, the Rajah of Berar, NadifF Cawn, and many of 
the lefifer powers, afiiffed by the French and Dutch, entering into 
an awful confederacy with them againft the Company. 

In November 1778 an army of four thoufimd men, attended 
by an ufelefs number of followers, elephants, and an unne- 
ceflary quantity of baggage, was aflembled at Bombay, to con- 
duct Ragoba a fecond time to Poonah. It was, as ufual, placed 
entirely under the control of Meffrs. Carnac and Moftyn, civil 
field deputies, and Colonel Egerton as military commander; 
but the folly of trufting the operations of a campaign to a 
couple of merchants was fo clearly evinced in the fate of this 
detachment, that the practice has ever fince been abolifhed by 
the Company. 
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_ This army proceeded to the pafs of Kodichilly , joined by 
Ragonaut Row with two battalions of fepoys, and fix hundred 
horfe, which he had raifed. Here they remained a whole month, 
anxioufly expe&ing to be joined by Holkar and others, who were 
confidered as Ragoba’s chief partizans; but, as might have been 
expected, no one appeared to fupport his ftandard. 

In the mean time Scmdiah contrived to unite all the Marratta 
chiefs in perfect harmony ; and, placing himfelf at their head, held 
a confultation upon forming the plan which fhould feem the moil 
eligible to be adopted in the prefent Rate of affairs ; when it was 
unanimoufly determined, that, ‘ if Ragonaut Row had come with 
‘ his own forces alone, they fhould have received him, and given 
‘ him a fhare of the power as formerly ; but fince he came with 
‘ an army of Englifh, who were of a different nation from them, 
‘ and with whofe condud in Sujah Dowla’s country, the Rohilla 
t country, Bengal, and the Carnatic, they were well acquainted, 
‘ they firmly refolved not to receive Ragoba, as otherwife, in the 
* end, they fhould be obliged to forfake their religion, and become 
1 the {laves of Europeans.’ Upon this they exchanged oaths ; and 
Scindiah, with fifteen thoufand horfe and foot, advanced towards 
the Englifh, followed by forty thoufand more under the condud 
of Nana Furneze. 

The 
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The Bombay troops now quitted the paffes, and advanced 
eighty -five miles upon their intended route to a place called 
tfuhcanoon, having been prodigioufly haraffed the whole way. 
Here the enemy colleded all their force, and fairly furrounded the 
Englifh camp, having alio cut otr all their fupplies of provifions, 
and reduced them to fuch extremities, that the merchants, 
feeing this likely to prove a tying bargain , determined to 
effed a retreat, for which meafures were accordingly concerted. 
Ragoba, in the mean time, feeing himfelf in fuch a dilemma, 
fignified, in a private manner to the Marratta commander, that he 
would willingly join him with the troops under his command at 
whatever time he fhould think proper to attack the Englifh forces. 
This exhibits a frefh inftance of the perfidy of Ragonaut Row, 
and the folly of placing any confidence in fo deceitful a charaden 
The Englifh, however, appeared to have difcovered this piece of 
treachery; for that night they fecretly attempted to decamp from 
Tulicanoon, taking Ragoba with them, and leaving their tents 
Handing under the protedion of two hundred Europeans and one 
battalion of fepoys, with eight pieces of cannon, to lead the enemy 
to believe that their whole force was Rill there. The Marrattas 
mean- while differing thisftratagem, with their whole numbers fell 
at once upon both divifions of the Britifh army with fuch furious 
intrepidity, that it was with difficulty the detachment which had 
•marched with Ragoba returned to the affiance of that left in the 
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camp ; and, although at laft fortunately united, they were incapable 
of making any impreffion upon the Marratta army, which now 
prefled them clofe on every hand. An inceflant cannonade having 
been fupported for forty-eight hours, which had killed and wounded 
no lefs than two hundred Europeans and one thoufand and two 
hundred fepoys, the Englifh army was at laft forced to fue for 
terms of capitulation. This the enemy readily aflented to, and the 
firing was upon both fides ordered to ceafe, whilft Mr. Farmer, 
one of the Company’s fervants, was admitted to a conference in 
the Marratta camp. 

This civilian reprefented, in the moft humiliating ftrain to the 
Marratta chiefs, that they were only a company of poor unfortu- 
nate merchants, confequently incapable of conducing armies with 
propriety, who had inconfiderately efpoufed a. bad caufe. “ We 
“ are notv,” continued he, “ fenfible of our great error, and truft 
“ for mercy folely to your generofity. It refts with you to pro- 
<e nounce our doom — Here is a carte blanche, write upon it what 
“ terms you think fit, and we {hall be fatisfied — Can I fay more?” 

Scindiah now arofe, and in his turn, delivered a fpcech that for 
moderation and good fenfe would do honour to the moft enlightened 
prince in Europe. He firft addrefled his countrymen to this 
effedt — That although they had it in their power to make the 
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moil advantageous terms they pleafed, yet it would not be advife- 
able to do fo at this particular period— 44 for” faid he, 44 our making 
44 large demands would only fow refentment deeper in their 
44 hearts; and it will benefit us nothing to exad more than is 
44 neceflary.” Then, turning to Mr. Farmer, he added, 44 Let 
44 Ragonaut Row be with us, and the treaty between us and the 
44 Englilh fhall be ftridtly adhered to; let Salfette and our poflei- 
44 lions in Guzzarat be reftored to us; let the Bengal army return 
44 back ; for the reft, let each of us aft as ftipulated in the treaty 
4 4 of Poonah in March 1776; and, laftly, let all thefe articles be 
44 written out upon the paper which you have given us:” which 
was accordingly done. It was alfo agreed to that two hoftages, 
Mr. Farmer and Mr. Stewart, Ihould be fent from the Englilh 
camp to remain with the Marrattas until this treaty Ihould be 
completely fulfilled. 

All thefe 'terms being fettled and figned, the Bombay army 
capitulated at Wargam on the 1 6th of January 1779 ; and, after 
delivering Ragonaut Row into the hands of Scindiah, the whole 
were faithfully efcorted by two thoufand horfe to their own terri- 
tories. But the prefidency of Bombay were fo enraged at the dif- 
graceful fate of their army, that they bafely refufed to confirm this 
fair and honourable treaty. 
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At the fame time that thefe troops had been afiembled at 
Bombay, another army was voted by the prefidency of Calcutta, to 
enter the Marratta territories from Bengal, in order to make a 
diverfion, and co-operate with each other in the fame purfuit. 
This body confided of about one hundred officers and fix thou land 
effedtive men, commanded by Colonel Leflie, who was ordered to 
penetrate fifteen hundred miles through unexplored countries, and 
to begin his depredations in the province of Malva, compofing the 
chief part of Scindiah’s own pofleffions. After he had proceeded, 
however, a confiderable way on this expedition, in favour of Ra~ 
goba, a new thought ftruck the governor- general of Bengal : which 
might tend more effe&ually to a procraftination of the war, the 
objedt which feemed to be chiefly aimed at by thofe in power ; and 
this was- — to prevail upon Moodajee Booflah, the rajah of Berar, 
who was a Marratta by birth, and appeared to be the lineal 
defcendant and heir of the ram rajahs (the laft of whom, having 
died in confinement in 1777, without iffue, left the crown vacant 
to the firft that had courage to claim it as his right), to become a 
candidate for the throne of Setterah ; in which he could not fail to 
fucceed when fupported by the Company, who now renounced the 
caufe of Ragonaut Row, which, upon ferious reflection, appeared to 
be too defperate to admit of the fmalleft hope of fuccefs. This 
new plan being accordingly refolved upon in Bengal, although not 
known for fome time afterwards in Bombay, Colonel Leflie was 

Q ordered 
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ordered to change his route through the kingdom ofBerar, and there- 
negotiate a new alliance, and found the inclinations of that prince^ 
whiht Mr. H— gs opened a familiar correfpondence with him upon, 
the fame fubjeti, that absolutely had more the air of a love court- 
blip than a public negotiation. But, notwithftanding the endea- 
vours of Colonel Leflie, and the extraordinary advances of the 
governor-general, the rajah, alas ! proved cruelly coy. You now 
lee ’ bv the raoft unaccountable and contradiftory conduct, one 
army marching from Bombay to place Ragoba upon the throne of 
L’oomh, whilft another moves from Bengal to raife to the fame 
exalted Ration Moodajee Booflah, rajah ofBerar. 


Whilft this negociation was going on. Colonel Leflie’s army 
amnfed themlelves with picking np a little plunder in the count,! 
of Diamonds, where the colonel died in Odober 1778, and was 
(ucceeded by Colonel Goddard, who alfo endeavoured to brine tI f 

° f Berlr “ t0 tWs new fcheme > «* was empowered to condude 
a treaty with him; but that venerable prince abfolutely refufed 

«o dilgrace his reputation by fuel, an alliance, and fecretly fpumed 
at this m fiance of our depravity; alleo-ino- as an f . . 

ffin(ln n ,, tl , /5 as an apology for his 

“ ’ ‘ ‘ ,eWaS th “ “ ddi with theMarrattas; and 

>a oweyer (lightly the Englilh might adhere to treaties and 

“ e ys emeats *» conlidered them as fiend ties which ourfit 
-er to he broken without a good and ihbftantia, 
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a proof of his friendfhip for both parties, he offered his earneft 
fervices as a mediator between his diftrefied countrymen and the 
Englifh, for the purpofe of accomplishing a peace. This was how- 
ever contrary to the views of the council, who had by this time 
been informed of the convention at Wargam, and were determined 
not to fheath the fword, let the confequences be ever fo fatal, until 
they had wiped off the difgrace occafioned by that unfortunate 
diiaffer. Accordingly, whilft the Marratta army was encamped at 
Wargam, lulled into fecurity by the treaty juft iigned by Mr. 
Carnac, Colonel Goddard refolved to avail himfelf of that opportunity 
to vifit the Malabar coaft with his army, in order, as was reported, 
to fubvert the views of France in that quarter, but in reality to 
recommence hoftilities, in league with the Bombay troops, upon 
the unfortunate Marrattas. Colonel Goddard, therefore, fetting 
out from Barampore, made a fweep to the northward, and arrived 
fafeat Surat in February 1779. 

Here again fome circumftances occurred that for a moment 
•difpofed the Englifh to think of peace : and Colonel Goddard (who 
was now inverted with the rank of general) was ordered to pro- 
pofe terms upon a new footing ; but, whilft a vakeel was upon the 
road from Poonah for effecting this negociation, Ragonaut Row, by 
fome ftratagem, found means to efcape from his keepers ; and, flying 
to Surat., arrived there before the Marratta ambaflador. General 

Goddard, 
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Goddard, very unaccountably, preferred giving this extraordinary 
adventurer prote&ion, a third time, to a reconciliation with the 
Marratta ftates ; which juftly exalperated them fo much, that it 
was a long time afterwards before they could in any degree credit 
the tottering integrity of the Englifh. 

It being again determined to profecute the war in favour of 
this exile, General Goddard fixed upon another unfortunate prince, 
whofe kingdom was in the vicinity of Bombay, to be an additional 
tool in his future operations. This was Futty Sing Row , rajah of 
a diftiidt in Guzzarat, tributary to the Marratta government, who 
was intimidated by a march of the English army towards his capital, 
into an alliance with the Company, upon fuch terms as they 
thought proper to dictate. Thefe were— to relinquifh his prefent 
valuable pofleffions contiguous to their fettlements at Bombay, for 
other territories of lefs certainty and note which they might here- 
after jointly conquer from the Marrattas. 

1 bus the allies commenced afrefh their depredations upon the 
enemy’s frontiers ; and, after having formed Ammedabad, the gene- 

rd advanCed t0 ° ffer battle t0 forty thoufand horfe and foot, who 
were upon their march to relieve that garrifon, under the two 
great chiefs Scmdiah and Holkar. When both armies drew near 
t° each other, the Marrattas, defpifing to vent their wrath upon 

- ■ individuals, 
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individuals, nobly fet Meffrs. Farmer and Stewart, the two gentle- 
men who had been left with them as hoftages for the due perform- 
ance of the treaty of War gam, at liberty, although their lives had 
certainly been forfeited by all the rules of war ; defiring again that 
the Englifh would confider more ferioufly of their conduct, and 
fulfil that treaty. General Goddard, however, proved inflexible ; 
and this extraordinary aft of generofity, that ought to have made 
the Englifh blufh for their faithlefs proceedings, was pafled over 
unnoticed. 

The allies now endeavoured to bring on a general engagement, 
and the Marrattas as artfully avoided it, contenting themfelves with 
haraffing the Britifh as much as poffible,and cutting off their fupplies. 
General Goddard, however, with a detachment of about two thou- 
land horfe and foot, and twelve guns, in April 17 Bo, fairly furprifed' 
the enemy’s camp in the night-time, without fuffering any im- 
portant lofs, although the Marrattas were very feverely handled. 
Many gallant exploits of this nature were performed by the Britifh 
army during this campaign, in which Major Forbes, Capt. Camp- 
bell, and Lieutenant Welch, particularly diftinguifhed themfelves 
and whofe gallantry certainly merited a better caufe. But it 
would be encroaching too much upon your patience to continue a 
tedious detail of fuch unwarrantable tranfadtions. It was not, 
however, until the following year, 1781, when a fecond army from 

Bengal 
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Bengal was fent to make another diverfion in the province of 
Maiva, which drew Sdndiah thither with fixty thoufand horfe for 
its defence, when troubles of a mofl awful nature from Europe, 
and other dangerous quarters, threatened the Company, that a final 
end was put to thofe difgraceful wars. Lieutenant-Colonel Carnac 
commanded this laft detachment that marched from Bengal to 
Maiva, who, in a noaurnal excurfion, completely furprifed the 
whole of Scindiah’s camp and took poffeflion of all the Marratta 
aitilleiy, which was followed by a permanent treaty of peace, 

that was at laft really concluded and ratified by both parties in 
May 1782, 
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LETTER XL 

Pondamalee, July 17 So, 

M any have compared the military genius and 
character of Hyder Ally to thofe of the renowned Frederick the 
Second, king of Pruffia; and indeed, when we conlider the dif- 
tinguifhed abilities of that prince amongft his cotemporaries in this 
country, and the intrepid manner by which he has eftablifhed him- 
felf upon the throne of Mifore, and extended his dominions, one 
cannot but allow the ftmile to be exceedingly juft. 

Hyder Ally firft placed himfelf at the head of the Mifore 
army entirely by his military prowefs. A great part of that king- 
dom borders upon the Marratta Rates, which occaiions a conftant 
enmity betwixt thefe two powers. The Marrattas, being in former 
times the moil: powerful warriors, were always making unlawful 
encroachments upon the Mifore territories *, but when Hyder Ally 
came to head tire troops of that nation againft its enemies he foon 
convinced the Marrattas that his countrymen only wanted a proper 

leader 
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leader to make ample retaliation ; for, by his prudence and conduct 
in the art of war, he not only drove them back to their own 
country, but confiderably extended the Mifore kingdom by acquifi- 
tions from the Marratta frontiers, which all the efforts of the latter 
have been ineffectual to retrieve. By thefe exploits he ingratiated 
himfelf much into the favour of his countrymen ; and was particu- 
larly admired and refpeCted by the foldiers under his command, for 
his lingular addrefs and intrepidity, although he was at the fame 
time reckoned auftere and arbitrary in his deportment. Hyder foon 
afterwards availed himfelf of this attachment in the ufual Aliatic 
manner; for, upon the demife of his fovereign, the old king of 
Mifore, he immediately ufurped the throne under the title of regent 
and guardian to the young prince (who was then an infant) ; and 
has ever fince affumed the fupreme authority and titles of Nabob 
of Mifore, keeping the real heir confined within the walls of Seringa- 

O 

patnam*, who is occafionally exhibited to the public by way of 
fhew or form, as Mahomed Ally, the nabob of Arcot, is at Madras 
by the Company, who, excepting empty titles, has in like manner 
been diverted of every prerogative in the Carnatic. 

Hyder now became a terror to all his neighbours; for, having 
united the talents of a profound politician to thofe of an able war- 
rior, he fhewed uncommon abilities in forming fuch judicious 
* The capital of the Mifore country. 

ertablifhments, 



eftablifhments, both civil and military, in his dominions, as in courfe 
of time rendered him the raoft formidable and potent prince in 
Hither Hindoftan. 

As all great acquifitions in this country are made by force of 
arms, the fir ft objedt with Hyder Ally was to effablifh a good army ; 
and experience taught him, in the courfe of his frequent conflicts 
with the Englifh, that European difcipline was abfolutely effential 
to that end. He therefore endeavoured, by every poflible means, 
to allure to his ftandard military adventurers of all nations and tribes, 
but particularly the European artificers and' fepoys that had been 
trained up in the Company’s fervice, to whom he held out the 
mofl tempting rewards ; nor did he ever want emiffaries for this 
purpofe in every battalion in the Company’s fervice, as appears 
from the words of command, which are now given in Englifh 
throughout his whole army. 

■By this means he fbon brought his eflablifhed forces to a 
perfection in European difcipline never before known amongft the 
black powers in India ; and his progrefs in tafrics has been matter 
of aftonifhment and terror to all thofe who have ventured to 
encounter him in the field. But what at once flrevv the extended 
ideas and ambition of this prince, are his furprifmg endeavours to 
become formidable .at fea. No art has been left untried to entice 
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into his pay our fhip- carpenters and dockyard-men from Bombay 
and other places j and in this attempt the French and other Euro- 
pean powers have been induced to affift him ; fo that the progrefs 
which he has already made in conftructing docks and equipping a 
naval force is almoft incredible. 

I he fuj-prifing energy of this man’s uncultivated mind, (for 
he is totally ignorant of letters,) when compared to the reft of his 
cotemporaries in power, is truly worthy of admiration. Who, 
but an hero born to conquer, would at once relinquilh all the 
prejudices and ill-founded habits of his country, fo foreign to ours, 
and fo readily adopt whatever European improvements appeared 
moft effential to fecure his government, to extend his empire, and 
to render his name immortal ? He is not only lublime in his views, 
but capable of feeing them minutely executed. His ends are always 
great, his means prudent, and his generality unbounded, whenever 
proper objefts offer : nor can any prince be more watchfiil over the 
intrigues of his enemies both abroad and at home ; by which means 

he knows well where to anticipate hoftile defigns, and where to 
take advantages. 

It is not then to be wondered at, if a prince poffeffed of fo 
many great qualities, and fo ambitious of fame arid high honours 
as Hyder Ally Cawn, thould behold his powerful neighbours tire 

Englilh, 


5 



[ I2 3 3 

Englifh, and their ally the nabob of Arcot, with an eye of jealouly 
and hatred. It can only be from political motives if ever he is at 
any time induced to {hew them a fair face : for I have been told 
from good authority that he fecretly. entertains an implacable aver- 
sion to all Europeans, which he takes as much care to infill into 
the mind of dais fon Tippo, as Hamilcar, the famous Carthaginian 
general, did when he caufed Hannibal to take the .oaths of perpe- 
tual enmity againft the Romans. Needed we then have doubted 
that he would openly declare thofe fentiments whenever an oppor- 
tunity offered? — -No; his reafons were too well founded ever to 
admit of a deviation from them : nor can he be blamed for breathing 
a fpirit of patriotifm, which is .natural to e very native of .Hindoftan, 
and originally infpi red by European tyranny. 

From what has already been laid, we may readily conclude 
that Hyder Ally took an adtive part in forming the grand .confe- 
jderacy againft the Company ; and nothing confirms it more than 
his artful condudt towards them, ever fince it was firft in agitation. 
He has oftener than once, as well as the Marrattas, experienced 
Englifh treachery and infidelity, which determined him, in league 
with the other members of this famous compadf, to renounce all 
future connexion with our nation. But, although, this aflociation 
■had been firft projedted as far back as the year 1 778, Hyder thought 
it prudent to fufpend the .execution of his defigns upon the Car- 
... - /; R 2 - * ' natic, 




natic, until a- binding treaty Ihould be ratified and figned by ail the 
confederate members, that each might perform his part in concert 
with the reft; for he had reafbn. to- fufpeft that fome of them, from 
private motives, did not act with quite fo much candour and zeal 
in the general caufe as he himfelf did. 

Meanwhile he ufed every endeavour, and' facrificed many 
private advantages, to keep his countrymen united in the fame 
fentiments. No longer an implacable enemy to the Marrattas, he 
courteoufly folicited their friendfhip and alliance ; and fent circular 
letters, couched in the ftrongeft terms, to thofe whom he thought 
mod hoftile to our interefts ; exhorting them at once to form a 
league (in which he engaged to lead the van) and fall unani- 
moufly upon all the Engliih fettlements from the Ganges to Cape 
Comorin. He reprefented to them that, by this conduct, they 
fhould not only be the means of emancipating themfelves and their 
unhappy countrymen- from an humiliating ftate of tyranny and 
oppreffion, but have their names commemorated by all future ages 
as the glorious deliverers of their country. 

Much about this period the finifter tranfa&ions of the French 
to alienate the Americans from their mother country, and alfo to 
fap our intereft in the Eaft- Indies, were clearly difcovered ; con- 
iequently Great-Britain was now forced to break the peace with 

: .France, 
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France, in order to fubvert her perfidious defigns. That nation, 
therefore, judged the prefent crifis a favourable opportunity of 
fecuring fome friends in India, who might affift them to protect 
their fettlements in that country from the fuperior force of the 
Englifh. Accordingly one Monf. St. Lubin was difpatched upon 
an embafty to Hyder Ally, with an offer of the French alliance' to 
co-operate with him and his friends againft the Englifh, which 
Hyder readily accepted of; and, until the war openly commenced 
betwixt England and France, which did not happen for fome 
time after this, M. St. Lubin diligently employed himfelf in 
carrying out military ftores of all kinds to Hyder Ally in a 
clandeftine manner,. 

When the Britifh parliament and Eaft-India Company were 
thoroughly convinced of the hoftile intentions of France, they boldly 
determined to ftrike the firft blow in the Eaft; and to reduce all the 
valuable fettlements of that afpiring monarchy upon the Indian 
fhores, with the utmoft expedition. Government therefore 
refolved,as the Marratta war had already employed fo many of the 
Company’s troops, to fend out, by the- firft' fhips, the feventy- 
third regiment, confifting of one thoufand Highlanders, commanded 
by Lord Macleod, and a fquadron of fix fail of the line under Rear 
Admiral Sir Edward Hughes; in order to affift in the reduction of 
Pondicherry t and for other fervices in India. 

It' 



It happened, however, that intelligence of this refolution had 
iio fooner been tranfmitted over land to India, than the preiidencv 
of Madras found means to colled force enough themfelves for that 
purpofe, before the feventy-third could arrive ; with which Major- 
general Sir HedorMunro quickly laid fiege to Pondicherry; and, 
notwithftanding every effort of M. Bellecombe and his officers, the 
garnfon was forced to capitulate in lefs than fix weeks afterwards ; 
and, according to orders, the ramparts of that extenfive and beautiful 
city were completely levelled with the ground. The garrifon of 
Chandernagore, in Bengal, was at the fame time reduced; and a 
detachment marched from Madras, acrofs part of the Mifore country, 
to the attack of Mahe£, upon the Malabar coaft, which waslikewife 
demoliffied. And, as at this time the three fettlements Brained 
every nerve to make General Goddard’s army (then employed 
againfl the Marrattas) as formidable as poffible, the principal part 
of that force was afterwards fent by the council of Madras to the 
Malabar coaB, leaving the Carnatic in a Bate entirely defencelefs. 
without any troops to guard the many ufelefs forts that encumber 
it, excepting the nabob’s paltry fepoys, and their avaricious com- 
manders, whofe duplicity foon afterwards proved fatal to the 
Company. ■' ' 


Hyfc, it rayb e eafily imagined, was not a little martinet 
at «h,s lata, blow to his European affies, which rtruch.fuch, pani! 
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into the pufillanimous minds of his other accomplices, and had 
affeCted their different interefls fo much, that all hopes of fuccels 
in his magnanimous eriterprife were for the prefent totally over- 
thrown, none but the Marrattas now venturing to join him. But 
the afpiring genius of that prince was fuch, that misfortunes of 
the greateft moment, inftead. of depreffing his fpirits, tended only 
to increafe the extravagance of his unruly defires; fo that at all 
events (and perhaps through the entreaties of France) he was 
fully determined not to relinquifh his hoftile intentions againft the 
Carnatic. y b ■ ■ .U/-'y7 A / , , ■: . 

The march of our troops acrofs part of his country to the 
fiege of Mahee, which he confidered under his protection, together, 
with fome other infringements upon an expedition through Combitor , 
in the northern part of his dominions, contrary to the terms of 
treaty in 1769, and other infractions of a more recent date, 
were confidered by Hyder as a fufficient pretence for breaking the 
peace. From this time he never made a fecret of his determined 
refolution to invade the Company’s territories upon the firft favour- 
able opportunity; and endeavoured, by lively reprefentations of the 
pride and perfidy of the Englifh, to infpire all his followers with 
the fame fentiments of refentment and averfion towards them 1 
which naturally fired his own bofom. 


An 



An ambaflador was upon this rumour difpatched to penetrate 
unto Hyder Ally s deligns ; which appeared fo ftrongly coloured by 
i evenge, that it was eafy to predift the confequent event ; and of 
this Mr. Gray faithfully forewarned the governor of Madras, who 

chofe however to keep it an entire fecret from the reft of the 
■.council. 

Such was the perilous fituation of the Eaft India Company’s 
-affairs about the time that I arrived upon the coaft of Coromandel. 
Serious menaces, like thofe above narrated, were inefficient to 
excite the leaft concern or precaution in the council of Madras. It 
was cuftomary there to treat all reports of the kind with contempt 
and difbelief : and fo much were the inhabitants lulled into a fatal 
ie.curity and confidence from the ignorance in which they were 
kept by the governor, that whoever ventured to fpeak of the 
intended invafion with more confidence than the reft was ridiculed 
for his pufiianimity in giving credit to fuch extravagant notions. 
But Hyder Ally foon convinced the moft incredulous that his 
threats were not vain, that he was a warrior to be dreaded., and 
cot defpifed., as they had inconfiderately imagined 

All ihe ffubtle -inventions of an Afiatic were now employed t 
by this prince to facilitate his entry into the Carnatic. His libe- \ 
Rdity in the diftribution of rewards and bribes could hardly fail of \ 

- : ■ enfurinss- I 
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enforing him foccefs. Thefe were diffufed all over the Carnatic 
in great profufion ; and, I am forry to obferve, it was too much 
believed that fuch glittering temptations were not to be refiftci 
even by thofe of our own countrymen who held the reins of 
government. This was indeed the fore and effectual method of 
accomplifliing his end ; for, foould his arms at any time prove 
unfoccefsful, he could, by means of an adequate douceur , purchafe 
peace upon his own terms, even at the gates of Seringapatnam. 
He was likewife fortunate, much about this period, in acquiring' 
an advantage: which we feverely felt during the whole of the fob** 
fequent wan No M's than four well difciplined regiments. of the 
nabob’s cavalry mutinied in the Tanjore country. Thefe firft 
confined their European officers ; and even threatened them with; 
death, if they did not immediately pay up all their demands of 
great arrears juftly due to them by their fovereign, . the nabob of 
Arcot. But finding that fcheme ineffectual, their officers being in 
the feme predicament with themfelves, the. whole with one voice 
abandoned: our fervice, and went over in a body to Hyder Ally, 
who did not fail to receive them with open, arms,, and, afford, them* 
every encouragement: 

All things now feemed propitious, to his defigm. Tiie FrencE* 
promifed him every affiftance in their power, both by fea. and. land.. 
The black, commandants of foe nabob’s fepoys" in, foe Carnatic: 

S garrifons. 


garrifons aflured him of meeting with no refinance from them : 

and G — *~r R d afted the traitor’s part.fo well that a better 

finifhing ftroke could not be given to the general plan. He kept 
the council in conftant fufpenfe, giving them- the moll: flattering 
'hopes of a fpeedy reconciliation, until all was ripe for a change. 
His departure for Europe was at , length the fignal for Hyder to 
throw off the mafk of tranquillity. Care was taken, however, 
before the traitor made his exit, to fow the feeds of difienfion fo 
thick in the council, that nothing could be unanimoufly determined 
upon; and they placed fuch confidence in his fallacious aflertions 
that no intelligence whatever would be believed. 

Things being thus arranged,: Hyder Ally, determined, without 
farther hefitation, to affembie his whole force; which, from the 
beft accounts, confifted of fixty thoufand horfe and fifty thoufand 
foot, regulars and irregulars, and a hundred pieces of ordnance. 
Of the horfe two troops were French under Monfieur Pimoran, 
and of toot five hundred European renegadoes under Monf. Lally, 
two experienced French .officers. . . ' ; 

Thofe troops appear differently armed. The horfemen are 
chiefly. clothed. in thick quilted cotton gowns, fufficieht to repel 
a blow from any fword. They carry large and heavy fabres, that 
are almoft femicircular, and kept as ffiarp as a razor ; the moft 
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regular of them alfo ufe piftols; but the lootyw alias , or huflars, 
fling an old rufty matchlock, in the ftyle of a carbine ; and fome- 
times carry a fharp-pointed fpear, about fix feet long, which they 
throw with great dexterity. Others again of thofe irregulars ufe 
a bow and a quiver of flrong arrows. ■ 

* 

His regular infantry really cut a good appearance, being 
clothed in red and green, with different coloured facings, and 
armed with French and many Englifh mufquets and bayonets of 
a good kind. The matchlock-men, who are u fed in the manner of 
light-infantry, and guards for baggage or convoys, carry a long- 
barrelled gun,, not wider in the bore than a fmall piftol, with a 
trigger which conduits the match by the flighted: touch into the 
pan, which is covered by a Aider, excepting when in ufe- With 
thefe they fneak behind bufhes and old walls,, and kill at a great 
diftance, being excellent markfmem 

The matchlock-men are generally accompanied' by poligars , 
a fet of fellows that are almofl: lavage, and make ufe of no other 
weapon than a pointed bamboo fpear, eighteen or twenty feet long. 
When the poligars are attacked' by horfe they form themfelves 
into a clofe ring, placing the matchlock- men in the centre, and 
pointing their pikes at the enemy. In this order they all fit down, 
and fix the nether end of the pike into a hole in the ground betwixt 
#. S 2 their 



I *3 2 1 

♦their legs, whilfl the matchlock- men keep up an. irregular fire over 
.their heads; and in this manner they will refill the moll violent 
charges of cavalry, and fome times of infantry. 

Hyder Ally alfo employs fome thoufands' of men for throwing 
rockets. This is a mjffive weapon, and made in the fame form as 
thole ufed by fchoolboys, with this difference, that the ftalk is 
a thick bamboo, eight or ten feet long, which has a tube of iron, 
from fix to twelve pounds weight, fixed to the end of it, in which 
the fufe and powder are placed. In wet weather, or marlhy grounds, 
thefe are fet off flying in the air, and will reach to the dillance of 
a mile and a half ; but upon dry grounds they are pointed hori- 
zontally, and bound in a very uncertain direction, often creating 
great damage, particularly amongll cavalry and ammunition tumbrils. 

Hyder’s train of artillery is chiefly compofed of French and 
Danilh guns of different calibers, but mofl commonly heavy metal, 
which are doubly yoked with trained bullocks.; and are as well and 
expeditioufly ferved as ours. 

Before I proceed farther, it will be neceffary to make you 
acquaints! with the nature and form of the mountains and pafles 
which feparate the kingdom of Mifore from the Carnatic. Thefe 
do not rife gradually upon each fide, as they recede from the level 

4 
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of the ocean, like other hills, becaufe the Mifore country is at leaft 
two thoufand feet higher than the Carnatic; confequently they 
referable a flight of fieps, by which a peribn afcends to Mifore., 
exactly as one might mount from the ground floor of.a honfe to 
the firft ftory or terrace. Were it not that thefe are, at particular 
places, indented by rapid rivers and other natural excavations, 
they would have been an infurmountable barrier to the Miforians : 
but thefe openings, called the ghauts, or pafles of communication 
betwixt the two countries, feem formed by nature for the irruption 
-of thofe barbarians. 

When Hyder Ally had marched the immenfe army above 
defcribed to the verge of thefe mountains, oppofite to Shangama pafs, 
which leads into the Carnatic by ’Tr'momaly , he called a grand 
council of war to kno w the general fentiments of his officers upon 
this important undertaking. Here his ion and heir, Tippo Sahib , 

(a prince pofleffed of all his father’s military genius, with no iefs 
abilities ; and who is always deemed a formidable fecond to Hyder 
in every enterprife), harangued the aflembly in a very heroic 
flrain; and, like Hannibal in his fpeech to his army upon the * 

fummit of the Alps, pointed down towards the fertile plains of the 
Carnatic as an ample reward for their refolution and their toils. 

This being a fufficient teftimony of his wifhes, the hoftile fword 
was drawn upon the 20th of July 4780; and thefe barbarians 
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rufhed like an impetuous torrent through the ghauts, dilperfing 
themfelves all over the Carnatic, like herds of furious animals in 
queft of their prey, and committing every ad of cruelty and 
devaluation that it was poffible for lavage minds to fugged- 

The forts of Trinomaly, Chitaputt, Arne, Gingee, Chillum- 
brum, Caverepauk, and Carrangooly, &c. were all given up accord- 
ing to agreement ; fo that in lefs than fourteen days he poffeffed 
a chain of our frontier garrifons that completely fecured the fafety 
of all his convoys from the Mifore country; and, before the council 
of Fort St. George could be perfuaded that he had at all entered 
the Carnatic, his horfe, with adonifhing rapidity, penetrated the 
length of Choultry plain and the environs of Madras, furrounding 
many of the Englilh gentlemen in their country houfes, who 
narrowly efcaped being taken ; whild he himfelf commenced the 
iiege of Arcot. Ocular demondration at lad: convinced the chiefs 1 
of this Preddency of Hyder Ally’s didimulation towards them, and 
of the late g — • — r’s treacherous connivance. 

The flying parties of the enemy’s horfe did us al'fo the honour 
of a viilt at Pondamalee en faffant upon their route to Madras. 
Their firfl approach was announced about feven o’clock in the 
morning, by feeing all the villages blazing on every quarter within 
view of this garrifon, and as many of the inhabitants as could efcape 
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with their lives flying towards us in immenfe droves from ail parts 
of the country, whofe cries and lamentations were diftin&ly heard 
a full mile off, being clofely purfued by thofe inhuman barbarians, 
who brandifhed their bloody fwords in triumph as they galloped 
along. This firft fcene, upon a nearer approach, prefented to us 
all the horrors of war in their moft diftr effing colours. Aged parents 
borne, like Anchifes from the flames of Troy, upon the bleeding 
fhoulders of their offspring, who were wantonly mutilated ; mothers 
bewailing the lofs of their helplefs infants that had fallen a facrifice 
to the fury of the enemy on the ffift furprife ; and innocent 
virgins clinging for protection to the arms of their lacerated 
brothers. This was indeed a melancholy fpe&acle, which made 
the deepeft impreffion upon our fympathifing minds, as yet un- 
accuftomed to fuch fcenes of brutality and horror; but which a 
poor foldier muff not only learn to behold, but participate in, 
with calmnefs and indifference. Such was the extreme terror 
of thofe inoffenfive and unhappy people, that they never once 
flackened their pace until they found themfelves immerfed in the 
ditch of Pondamalee. 

Major Elphinffon, who commanded at this place, inftantly 
detached a party from our corps, with a fix-pounder, to proted 
the country people, and reconnoitre the enemy’s force, which made 
them foon quit their purfuit and proceed to Madras ; whither the 
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major alfo difpatched a courier with this alarming intelligence.. 
The villages were all found reduced to allies,, and the ftreets. 
ftrewed with flaughtered infants and decrepit old people, who 
had been unable to make their efcape. Another party was alio- 
fent out in the night, with an intention to beat, up the enemy 
quarters j but they were not to be found. 
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CAMPAIGN of 1780. 


LETTER XIL 

Choultry Plain, December ry8o. 

HP 

I his rapid furprife at laft roufed the prefidency of 
Madras from their unaccountable lethargy ; and, as foon as they, 
could be thoroughly convinced that it really was not a dream, 
they began to affemble all their {battered forces, in order to make 
the beft defence that fuch a fituation would admit of again!! this 
formidable invafton. 

The garrifon of Pondamalee being deemed the moft centrical 
place for that purpofe, a camp was ordered to be formed there 
under the command of Lord Macleod, who, it was at firft intended, 
ihould lead the troops into the field. Accordingly, upon the firft 
of Auguft, about eight hundred fepoys and four hundred European 
infantry and artillery, with twenty pieces of ordnance, were 
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marched thither from Madras and St. Thomas’s Mount* to join his 
Majeft/s feventy-third regiment, which had at that time eight 
hundred effectives fit for imhiediate ferViceh 

Thefe corps, after fome days ffay at Pondamalee, were ordered 
to the Mount, there to remain until they fliould be joined by a 
detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, confifting of two- 
hundred European infantry, two companies of artillery, five batta- 
lions of fepoys, with ten field pieces, from a place called Gomeraponda-, 
in the Gmtoor drears ; and until Colonel Brathwate, with another 
divifion of two hundred European foot, an hundred European 
artillery, with ten guns, four battalions, of fepoys, and one regiment 
of the nabob’s black cavalry, fhou'ld arrive from Pondicherry. 

But fuch was the diiperfed Bate of the troops- at this unfortu- 
nate period, that, though thirty fhoufand fepoys are generally kept 
upon the Madras eftablifhment, it feemed merely impoffible to 
affemble many more than four thoufand men in lefs time than a 
month ; and even that number with the utmoft difficulty, merely 
from the want of neceflary precautions in the government ; for 
here the military commander is fo circuirifcribed in his power 
that he can only put in execution the will of a majority in council, 
wherein he has but one vote and the governor two. The moft 

* A poft within nine miles of Madras, 
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trivial operation cannot be performed without being firft defcanted 
upon in council, who affume to themfelves all the merit of fuccefs, 
but who are ready enough to lay the blame of a iqifcarriage upon 
the head of a general, who has only been the inftrument of carry- 
ing their refolutions into effect. 

Difputes now arofe betwixt the council and Lord Macleod 
reipecting what number of troops would be necelfary to oppofe the 
enemy. The former, from their ignorance of military affairs, 
treated the matter very lightly, and feemed to conceive one or 
two battalions of fepoys quite fufiicient to repel the whole of 
Hyder Ally’s army; but Lord Macleod, feconded by Sir HeCtor 
Munro, reprefented that matters had been allowed to proceed too 
far to trifle now with an handful of men; and they both gave it as 
their opinion— that a formidable army was abfolutely neceffary 
effectually to rid the country offuch ferious calamities. Firm in 
this fentiment. Lord Macleod determined either to refign the com- 
mand or that all detachments ihould be ordered to aflemble at 
St. Thomas’s Mount, before a march was commenced towards 
the enemy. The impatience of council, however, wpuld not 
liften to a plan which feemed to them fo dilatory ; and his lord- 
fhip was deemed an inactive man, becaufe he would not rafhly 
expofe himfelf, his reputation, and his little, army, to deftruCtion at 
their inconfiderate requefl. 
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: ' Colonel Brathwate’s detachment had nearly feventy miles to 

•march, and Colonel Baillie’s upwards of two hundred ; confequently 
it would take fome time before they could make their appearance. 
In about ten days the fir ft of thefe joined, without meeting with 
any oppofition from the enemy ; and intelligence was daily received 
of the other’s approach. But every moment now {hewed more and 
more the urgent neceffity there was for the army to get in motion, 
as Hyder was gaining confiderable ground againft Arcot, and 
• matters already began to affume a very gloomy appearance. 

The nabob likewife became concerned for his capital ; par- 
ticularly as it is an eftabliftied maxim with the Indians — that 
’whoever poffeffes the metropolis is always confidered- as the 
fupreme governor of the country. He was therefore urgent to 
have it relieved with what troops were then collected, and pro- 
pofed that the reft fhould form a juti&ion ' at Congeveram . This 
advice, though given by one whom the council had long been 
accuftomed to confider with contempt, and which would probably 
have been flighted by them in a lefs defperate fituation, they eagerly 
adopted and determined to purfue. Any fcheme indeed that tended 
to fet the troops fpeedily in motion and appeafe their own terror 
appeared to them a feafible plan of operations ; for by this time 
they were feized with all that indecifion, apprehenfion, and difinay, 
that might naturally be expefted to a’ffetf: people fo completely 
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furprifed. Lord Macleod was therefore urged to adopt thefe 
meafures ; but he was too much of an experienced veteran to liftea 
to a fcheme founded in folly and teeming with mifchance ; and 
made no fcruple of divulging his mind freely in a public letter to 
the board for not being better prepared for fuch an event ; and not 
having even that detachment, which they then wifhed fo much to- 
march, properly equipped for the expedition- 

Advice at this time was deemed an infult to judgment ; and 
opposition to all his lord (hip’s meafures was thenceforward refolved 
upon; which induced Major-General Sir Hedtor Munro, from 
a laudable delire to end all animofities at fo critical a period, and 
forward the Service of his country, to put himfelf at the head of the ■ 
army, and acquiefce in marching at all hazards with the troops 
then at St. Thomas’s Mount to Congeveram, about fixty miles 
weft of Madras, where Colonel Baillie was ordered to join him as 
icon as poffible with the detachment under his command- 

Upon the 26th of Auguft, Sir Hedtor Munro,, accompanied by 
Lord Macleod,, Colonels Brathwate, Fletcher, Harper, and other 
field-officers, began his march- His army, very poorly Supplied 
with pro vifions and other necefiaries for the field , confided of nearly 
one thoufand European infantry, three hundred artillery, with 
thirty field pieces and howitzers, and four battering guns (twenty- 

four. 



four pounder%) , three thoufand two hundred, and fifty fepoys, thirty 
European dragoons, and about the fame number of black com- 
miffioned and non-commiffioned officers belonging to the regiment 
of black cavalry, which had arrived from Pondicherry with Colonel 
Brathwate. The reft of that corps refufed to march until they 
were paid up fourteen months arrears due to them by the nabob, 
which the council very genermjly offered to them in paper : but 
this they declared it was impofiible for themfelves or their families 
to fubfift upon, and therefore demanded cajh ; which being refufed, 
they confequently would not move ; and, by this unjuft and parli- 
monious conduct of the council, the fervices of this well-difciplined 
corps were loft to the army at a time when they could fo ill be 
dilpenled with. 

In the courfe of this expedition we found Hyder Ally not 
the only enemy with whom we had - to contend. When once 
launched into the field, the fun, whom Hyder might well confider 
as a powerful auxiliary, proved more formidable to us than 
whole legions of foes. Upon the firft day’s march the feventy- 
third regiment, from being unaccuftomed to fatigue in fueh.'fultry 
weather, felt the fatal influence of that great luminary in a 
melancholy degree, no lefs than two hundred of- the beft men in 
the corps dropping down upon the road, quite exhaufted and over- 
powered by his vertical and fcorching rays. Their indifpofition 
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was much mcreafed by drinking great quantities of flagrant water, 
for none elfe was to be found, which is a dangerous, although orate’ 
ful, refrelhment during the heat of perfpiration. This unfoLutely 
proved fatal to many of our braveft foldiers, who nobly regretted 
in their lull moments, that their lives ihould thus untimely vanilh’ 
as the hour approached in which their fervioes might have contri’ 
buted both to the fuccefs of the enterprife and to the honour of their 
country. It muft alfo have been a mortifying and affedting fiofit to 
General Munro to behold his bell: men (for the fufferers^were 
generally of the flower of the army) thus fnatched from him at a 
tune when the fall of every individual was perceptibly marked by 
a ehafm in his ranks. Notwithftanding thefe unavoidable mif- 
&rtunes, thrs little army, confining at its outlet of no more than 
four thoufand fix hundred and ten fighting men, with thirty field- ! 
pteces, had not only to encounter with fixty thou&nd horfe, fifty 

oufand foot and one hundred guns, upon equal ground, but alfo 

to protcft at leaf! twenty thoufand followers, with- the baggave and 
piovifions that accompanied them. Snob were the unequal terms 
Upon which this little army firft Tallied into the field. 

After ' ve had “ manner fufiained a march from funrifin* 
ofunfetof four dreadful days (for it was impoffible to move il 

. r ° m * ' confufion our immenfe train of baggave 

and followers would neceffarily occafion) the general encamped. 
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upon the 29th of Auguft, on the weft fide of Congeveram, which 
elegant city, having been defolated by the barbarians, we beheld iri 
flames as we palled through it. 

Upon receiving intelligence of our motions, Hyder Ally, for 
the prefent, raifed the fiege of Arcot ; and, collefting his whole 
force, advanced towards us with aftonifhing alacrity, having pitched 
his camp within a few miles of the Britifh army, and difpofed of his 
advanced parties fo as to prevent us from foraging. 

The country round Congeveram being extremely flat and 
woody, it was impoffible to reconnoitre clofely without cavalry; 
we therefore had no other means of obferving the force and move- 
ments of the enemy than from the top of an high pagoda in this 
city, in which a telefcope was fixed entirely under the eye of Major 
Kelly, a vigilant officer, who engaged to communicate, by fignals 
from this fteeple, every motion of the Mifore army with the greatelf 
exa&nefs. This indeed was an excellent expedient, when we con* 
fider the impoffibility of obtaining the fmalleft intelligence through 
the numerous circles of horle that confiantly furrounded our camp. 
Through this inftrument we were, for the firft time, favoured by 
Major Kelly with a complete view of the Mifore army, which 
undoubtedly made a moft magnificent, though at the fame time an 
awful, appearance. It was computed to coyer a fpace of feven miles 
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in length and three in breadth ; having an advanced poft clofe to ns, 
which appeared equal in magnitude to our whole camp. An impartial 
fpectator, in beholding the difparity of numbers between thefe two 
armies from fuch an exalted ftation, could not but admire the forti- 
tude and intrepidity difplayed by the British forces upon this trying- 
occaffom 

As the liege of Arcot was now raifed, it appeared our belt, 
policy to act upon the defend ve until the intended junction with 
Colonel Baillie could be formed. Five days had already elapfed 
waiting his approach, during which time the enemy’s horfe incef- 
fantly hovered round the camp, cutting off every kind of intelli- 
gence from us ; and became fo very troublefome to our foraging 
parties, that a few nodturnal detachments were made in order to 
furprife them, which their vigilance rendered entirely ineffectual. 

■Colonel Baillie was faid to be much impeded in his march by 
heavy rains; the bad effects of which our camp likewife very 
feverely experienced, it having lightened, thundered, and rained 
inceffantly for feveral days ; which at that feafon of the year was 
very unufual and unexpected ; we were, however, apprifed of his 
being then within twenty miles of us, and that he had croffed the 
Trippafore river. '» 


Hyder had no fooner difcovered this,, than he began to dilplay 
his generalship by the moil mafterly manoeuvres. He detached his 
fon and partifan Tippo Sahib with nolefs than forty thoufand horfe 
and foot with twelve guns, to intercept Colonel Baillie, whilft he 
at the fame time led the reft of his army towards our camp, and 
made an appearance of offering us battle on the 6th of September. 

General Munro, having had, I fuppofe, no particular intelli- 
gence to the contrary, imagined that Hyder Ally’s whole force was. 
before us; and, as at this time it was thought imprudent to hazard 
an action until joined by Colonel Baillie, the offer was declined ; 
although the general declared it to be his firm intention, the 
moment the jundion was formed, to give the enemy battle, as the 
moft probable and certain means of producing an advantageous 
change in our prefent precarious fituation. But, left they fhould 
draw inferences favourable to themfelves from the general’s refo- 
lution, and as Colonel Baillie was hourly drawing nigher, he 
changed ground, and took up a ftrong camp about two miles on 
the north fide of Congeveram, in the face of Hyder’s whole army, 
and upon the road from whence our friends were expeded ; all 
our iuperfluous baggage and tents being left under a fufficient 
guard in the pagoda of Congeveram. A large tank of water 
covered bur left flank to the weft, upon the other fide of which, 
at the diftance of about three miles, Hyder pitched his camp in order 
to watch our motions. 


About 
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About noon on the fame day a cannonade was heard at fonae 
diftance, fuppofed to proceed from Colonel Baillie’s detachment ; and 
that night intelligence arrived from him, by the 'greateft chance, 
of his having been attacked by Tippo Sahib at the village of Peram- 
bacum, diftant from our army about fifteen miles ; that he had 
1 beat off this fuperior force with confiderable lofs ; but.hadexhaufted 
his ammunition and provifions fo much, that, without a fupply of 
both, he had his doubts of being able to effect a jundtion. This 
was the firft real information we had received of Tippo Sahib’s 
being detached from Hyder’s main army. 

In this pofition both armies lay from the 6th to the 9th, 
without any material occurrence, although in fight of each other. 
Here indeed night-fallies might have been projedted, but by no 
means eafily executed ; obftacles conftantly intervening fufficient 
to defeat all the ich ernes of the moft fubtle warrior. The firfl; and 
greateft of thefe was a refulgent moon, which almoft turned the 
■ .night into day ; and the enemy kept fuch an incefiant patrol of 
cavalry betwixt the two camps that it was impoffible for the 
utmoft art to counteradi their vigilance. Even thofe poor hircar- 
rahs, or fpies, who attempted to bring us the leaft intelligence, 
generally did it -at the expenfe of their ears and nofes, and fbme 
even of their lives ; a rifk which at laft no man would venture to 
run for any pecuniary reward whatever. The few country people 
' . V. 7 : U 2.,* . that 
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that remained in their habitations were greatly difafrected to our 
caufe, having already given up the Carnatic as entirely loft to us. 

1 But, befides thefe difadvantages, General Munro was fo circum- 
ftanced with refnect to the preconcerted meafures betwixt him 
and Colonel Baillie, for effecting the junction of their armies, that 
he would have been much to blame had he deviated from the 
judicious plan that had been laid down : and when we compare, 
with an impartial eye, the profpect of fuccefs with the difadvantages 
that might occur, it mu ft be acknowledged that the general afted 
here the part of a very fkilful and prudent officer.. 

In confequence of Colonel Baillie’s information, Lieutenant - 
colonel Fletcher was detached to his affiftanee with the grenadiers 
and light infantry of the feventy-third regiment, the former com- 
manded by the Honourable Lieutenant John Lindfay, and the 
latter by Captain Baird ; two companies of European grenadiers 
under Captains Phillips and Ferrier; fixty rifle-men led by Lieu- 
tenant Muat ; five companies of fepoy grenadiers commanded by 
Captain Rumley, and five more under Captain Gowdie, with nine 
camel loads of ammunition, and all the doolies * of the army. 

About eight o’clock in the evening of the 8th Colonel 
; Fletcher left the main army, carrying orders to Colonel Baillie 
* Doolies are lick-beds of the army, carried in the fame manner as palanquins. 
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that he Ihould proceed without delay towards Congeveram, when- 
ever this detachment had joined him. Colonel Fletcher was fortu- 
nate enough, from his great fagacity and knowledge of the country, 
to pafsTippo’s army unperceived, although challenged by the enemy’s 
pickets, and might have eafily ftormed their camp had that been 
the intended object; but, purfuant to his inftructions, he joined 
Colonel Baillie at fix o’clock, in the morning of the 9th, at 
Perambacum.. 

Colonel Fletcher had no fooner departed from our camp than 
orders were iffued to ftrike tents and be in readinefs for marching 
immediately, in order to co-operate with, Colonel Baillie as foon 
as oceafion fhould require. We accordingly lay upon our arms 
for the future, lightly equipped for a march, the few tents 
that had been pitched upon that ground being fent with the 
remainder of the baggage into the pagoda of Congeveram. 

Colonel Baillie being now reinforced was in high fpirits, and 
thought himfelf in a condition for refilling the whole of Hyder’s 
force, fhould he meditate an attack. According to orders he 
advanced from Perambacum after the evening parade on the 9th, 
keeping his baggage upon the right flank, and his left towards the 
enemy. But he had no fooner cleared the precindts of his late 
encampment, than he was harafled upon all quarters by Tippo 
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Sahib’s divifion, which, opening fome guns upon his rear, induced, 
him to prefent the whole front of his line to that quarter. Shortly 
afterwards he was attacked upon his right flank, upon which he 
again changed his front to the right ; which movement was 
followed by a fruitlefs attempt to ftorm fome of the enemy’s guns. 
Thefe operations, however, retarded his march lb much that he 
found it impoffible to advance more than four miles that night, 
when the Colonel judged it moil prudent to take poll: until day- 
break, I fuppofe that he might better fee the pofition of his oppo- 
nents, and the direct road towards the main army. But this 
proved an unfortunate and fatal determination, as it gave the enemy 
too much time to concert meafures for his deflrudtion, and in a 
great degree fruftrated the concerted plan of operations betwixt 
him and the general, who had all this time fuppofed Colonel Baillie 
upon his march towards him ; and eonfldered the irregular firings, 
which were heard at different periods during the evening, as no 
more than the ufual fkirmifliing betwixt armies upon the line of 
march. About twelve o’clock thefe diftant reports had entirely 
fubfided, and all was quiet for the night. 

Some officers, who feemed not fo well acquainted with the 
ftate of the army as Sir Hedtor himfelf, were now claim a degree of 
• merit from having advifed him, upon the noife of the firing, to 
move towards it without hefitation; which had he done w hilf l 
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Hyder lay encamped fo clofe to him, his baggage and his final! 
refidue of provifions muft have inevitably fallen into the enemy’s 
hands, who, it is natural to fuppofe, would have inflantly thrown 
their whole force between the Britifh army and the city of Con- 
geveram. In that cafe, we fhould have brought ourfelves between 
the two formidable armies of our adverfary ; deprived not only of 
fubfiftence for a fingle day, but of every refource, as the country 
all around for many miles had been totally defolated. This was 
therefore a meafure evidently too rafh to have been adopted as 
matters then flood. 

/ 

During this fituation of the Britifh forces, Hyder Ally was, 
with much diligence and cunning, concerting meafures with his 
foil for an awful attack upon the unfortunate Baillie. Hyder ’s , 
means of intelligence were fo multiplied and fuperior to ours, that 
nothing went on in either of our camps which he was not imme- 
diately informed of ; and, finding that both our armies were in this 
perilous fituation, he fuddenly decamped about midnight, before 
it was poffible for us to obtain the leaf! knowledge of his intentions, 
and formed a jun&ion with his fbn Tippo. The fires of his camp 
were left blazing; and two or three thoufand horfe and rocket - 
men kept hovering round our main army, in order to conceal his 
enterprife from us ; and early that morning he laid his whole force ; 
in ambuih. behind the woods and village of Polliloore, a place that 
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greatly favoured his defign, being a commanding fpot of ground, 
interfered by deep ravins and water-courfes, and upon the only 
road for guns leading to Congeveram. 

Next morning the fun had no fooner rifen than Hyder was 
perceived to have decamped, and Colonel Baillie was heard to renew 
the firing with additional fury. The general therefore marched 
towards them with the utmoft diligence and expedition : but, though 
now every flrenuous effort was made to fuccour our friends, all 
proved ineffectual ; for the enemy had ftruck the decifive and fatal 
blow before our army could arrive time enough to counteract their 
defigns. As we advanced towards Polliloore. the enemy’s horfe 
and matchlock-men were uncommonly a&ive and daring in their 
attacks upon our rear-guard and flanks, which neceflarily retarded 
our march a good deal ; nor could we poflibly hear the cannonading 
of Colonel Baillie’ s army through the noife of our own. Thus did 
•our troops continue their route with all poffible expedition till about 
ten oTlock of the day, when the firing ceafed for a moment, until 
•three fignal- guns fhould be difcharged from our line, which not being 
anfwered by Colonel Baillie, nor any firing heard from that quarter, 
although we liftened very attentively for fome time, increafed our 
doubts and awakened our fears about the fate of that unfortunate 
army. The general, upon this, rapidly continued his route until 
about twelve o’clock at noon, when fbme naked fepoys, accom- 
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panied by fome of, our own hircarrahs, fell fuddenly In with our 
advanced guard, not far diftant at that time from the village of Polli- 
loore, who announced to us the complete defeat of that gallant 
detachment, and informed us that Hyder, with the main body of 
his army, had retreated to fome diffance with all his European 
priioners. Thefe unfortunate fepoys bore inconteftable proofs, by 
their mangled fituation, of this fad and melancholy cataftrophe. 

It appears that at day-break Colonel B.aillie had continued his 
march, with every neceflary precaution, from the place where he 
had taken poft on the night before, Tippo’s divifion keeping clofe 
upon his left flank. Whilft they thus continued their route for 
two miles through a large avenue no material damage was fuftained ; 
but, as the advanced guard of rifle-men turned off to the left on the 
road leading to Conger cram through the village of Polliloore, 

! Tippo Sahib ordered fome guns to play upon them from embrafures 
cut through the banks of water-courfes, which, haraffing the line, 
it was judged expedient to filence. For this purpofe an halt was 
made, and Captains Rumley and Gowdie were detached with two 
battalions of fepoy grenadiers to feize them, in which they with 
i great gallantry fucceeded ; but the appearance of a fuperior force, 
rapidly advancing to cut off their communication with the line, 
obliged them almoff immediately to abandon their prize and retreat 
to their former fituation. Colonel Baillie, meanwhile, perceiving 
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a formidable force collecting before him, made a diipofition of his 
little army, with the utmoft judgment and coolnefs, nearly in the 
form of an oblong fquare, having placed the field-pieces at proper 
intervals, with the followers and baggage in the centre ; but un- 
fortunately upon ground commanded almoft upon every direction. 
Soon after this had been done, they were furioufly befet upon all 
quarters by Hyder Ally’s whole army, who now appeared in fight, 
and, with Tippo’s divifion, completely furrounded them. The 
colonel could make but a feeble refiftance a gain ft fo fuperior a force ; 

■ blit his little band yet gallantly fupported a very unequal fire, until 
their whole ammunition had either been blown up or expended, 
which of courfe filenced the Britiffi artillery. Hyder’s guns upon 
this drew nearer and nearer at every difcharge, while each ihot 
was attended with certain and deadly effeCt. Colonel Baillie’s 
detachment, feeing their artillery filenced, and remaining inactive 
while expofed to certain deftruCtion, very naturally became difmayed ; 
which the enemy no fooner perceived than they made a movement 
for a general charge, and advanced on all quarters to a clofe attack. 
At this dangerous and trying juncture, fufficient to damp the fplrits 
of the moft intrepid, all the carpp followers ruffied in confufion 
through the ranks of every battalion, and in an inftant threw the 
whole into diforder. The black troops, finding themfelves in this 
calamitous fituation, r.elinquifhed every hope of fuccefs ; and, not- 
withftanding the extraordinary exertions of their European officers, 
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were no more to be rallied. But fuch of the Europeans as had 
fallen into diforder by this irregularity quickly united again in 
compact order, headed by their gallant commander, who was at 
this time much wounded ; and, being joined by all the fepoy officers, 
planted themfelves upon a riling bank of land in their vicinity, 
where they valiantly refolved to defend themfelves to the laffc 
extremity. Hiftory cannot produce an inftance, for fortitude, cool 
intrepidity, and defperate refolution, to equal the exploits of this 
heroic band. In numbers now reduced to five hundred, they were 
nppofed by no lefs than one hundred thou land enraged barbarians, 
who feldom ever grant quarter. The mind, in the contemplation 
of fuch a fcene, and fuch a fituation as theirs then was, is filled at 
once with admiration, with aftonifhment, with horror, and with 
•awe. To behold formidable and impenetrable bodies of horfe, of. 
infantry, and of artillery, advancing from all quarters, flafhing 
favage fury, levelling the numberlefs inftruments of daughter, and 
darting deftrucHon around, was a fcene to appal even fomething 
more than the (Longed: human refolution *, but it was beheld by 
this little band with the mod; undaunted and immoveable firmnefs. 
Diftinct bodies of horle came on fucceffively to the charge, with 
•ftrong parties of infantry placed in the intervals, whofe fire was dif- 
charged in fhowers ; but the deliberate and well- levelled platoons 
of the Britifh mufquetry had fuch a powerful eitedfc as to repulie 
feveral different attacks. Like the fwelling waves of the ocean, 

X a however 


[ W 1 

however, when agitated by a ftorm, frefh columns incefifantly 
poured in upon them with redoubled fury, which at length brought 
fo many to the ground, and weakened their fire fo confiderably, 
that they were unable longer to withftand the dreadful and tremen- 
dous (hock; and the field ioon prefented a picture of the mod 
inhuman cruelties and unexampled carnage. 

The laid and awful ibruggle was marked by the clafhing of 
arms and Ihields, the fn or ting and kicking of horfes, the {napping 
of fpears, the gliftening of bloody fwords, oaths and imprecations ; 
concluding with the groans and cries of bruifed and mutilated men, 
wounded horfes tumbling to the ground upon expiring foldiers, 
and the hideous roaring of elephants {talking to and fro, and wielding 
their dreadful chains alike amongft friends and foes. Such as were 
laved from the immediate {broke of death were fo crowded together 
that it was with difficulty they could {band : feveral were in a Hate 
of fuffocation ; while others, from the weight of the dead bodies 
that had fallen upon them, were fixed to the fpot at the mercy of 
a furious foe. It mult be remarked, however, that amon o- the 
enemy there were fame whofe hearts were tinctured with huma- 
nity, but of too inferior a proportion to prevent the cruel ravages 
of the more numerous barbarians. Some with broken limbs were 
dragged round the fatal plains with unrelenting fury, while the 
heads of others were wantonly fevered from their bodies, that the 
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favage executioner might have an opportunity of laying at the 
conqueror’s feet that mark of his brutal triumph. Some were 
trampled under the feet of elephants, camels, and horfes ; and thofe 
who were feverely wounded, being ftripped of their clothes, lay 
expofed to the painful effects of a fcorching fun, without water 
(the greateft cordial a wounded man can receive) , and died a lingering 
and miferable death, becoming a prey to all the ravenous animals 
of the clime. Even women and innocent children were equal 
fufferers on this bloody plain. Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher and 
twenty-nine European officers, with one hundred and fifty-five Euro- 
pean rank and file, were killed : Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, with 
thirty-four officers, and almoft all the European privates, were 
miferably wounded ; and fixteen officers and privates, from a divine 
prote&ion, and the generous clemency of the French huffars, 
remained unhurt, who, with the reft, were all made prifoners. The 
whole of the fepoys were either killed, taken, or difperfed. 

In a review of this melancholy and fatal event, that no impu- 
tation may fill on any individual, it is neceffary to recur to the 
origin of the ill -concerted expedition. It was firft fuggefted, as 
has been already obferved, by the nabob of Arcot, (who was very 
naturally felicitous to lave his capital), and eagerly embraced by 
the council. The only plaufible reafon which they could adduce 
in fupport of a meafure of fuch fingular hazard, was the impoffibi- 


lity of fapporting the army, when reinforced, in the vicinity of 
Madras. No provilions had been laid in by them % nor the fmallefl 
preparation made for the fupport even of a force fo inconfiderable. 
They therefore, without any confideration of probable contin- 
gencies, refolved upon fending out the army to forage for them- 
felves, who were to be joined by another hill worfe provided than 
they were. Iiad Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s detachment been 
ordered to repair to St. Thomas’s Mount, as propofed by Sir Hedtor 
Munro. and Lord Macleod, it is probable it would have accomplifhed 
the junction without moleftation, as Hyder’s whole army was then 
before Arcot. When united, they might then have had the ability 
to execute any judicioufly concerted plan which might have tended 
to the relief of the fettlement. 

While I profefs my admiration of the enterprifmg fpirit of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, and lament his unhappy fate, yet, as the 
melancholy period of his expedition will probably become the topic 
•of general converfation in many circles of your acquaintance at 
home, it may be proper to point out to you, who are unacquainted 
with the nature of military operations, two circumftances which 
appear to have materially contributed to the accomplifhment of this 
fatal ddafter. His halting fo long in the night, contrary to the 
I inflrudtions fent to him from the General by Lieutenant-Colonel 
i Fletcher, was xmqueftionably an imprudent mealure. The fpeedy 
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tmion of the two armies was effential to the prefervation of both % 
and, had he continued his route, this mud: have been effected early 
in the morning, in defpite of every obflacle,. which would have put 
the general in a condition to execute his intended plan of giving 
battle to the enemy, and opening a paflage to Arcot, the only place 
where provifions were to be found. It feemed alfo a great omiffion 
in Colonel Baillie not to take poffefiion of the village of Polliloore, 
which was- not then above eight hundred yards from his right, in 
place of indulging Tippo in his views of procraftination until his- 
father fhould arrive, by drawing up his army on difadvantageous 
ground, and fending out detachments to leize guns that could 
render him, though fuccefsful, no material advantage. Even after 
Hyder’s divifion appeared clearly to be in pofleffion of the village, 
it may with reafon be fuppofed that the detachment of grenadiers 
which marched from our army, led by an officer of fuch intrepidity 
and judgment as Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher, (fupported by the 
reft of Colonel Baillie’ s command under his own gallant direction, 
having their flanks properly fcoured by the Britiffi artillery as they 
advanced), would have put him in fafe poffefiion of the tallage, 
where he might have made a fuccefsful Hand until joined by the 
main army then rapidly marching towards him, nor ought the water- 
courfe intervening to have been confidered on fuch an occafion as 
any material obflacle. Human nature, however, is never infallible. 
Events are educed by means which at the time are not equally 
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perceptible to all: mifconceptiou therefore, particularly when k 
leads to unparalleled fuffering and difaftcr, is not furely to be im- 
puted as a fault. The gallantry of Colonel Baiilie. was undoubted ; 
his virtues were acknowledged by all ; and his calamitous end 
mull excite the figh of pity in every bofom not wholly unaflailable 
by the accumulated misfortunes of another. 

Hydcr Ally had no fooncr achieved this dec! live victory, than 
he fuddenly retired with his army, and as many of the unfortunate 
captives as could at that time be conveniently carried off from the 
field of battle, to a place called the Round Wells, about five miles 
from the feene of action, where he fat exalted upon a green bank, 
furrounded by many of his principal officers, to mufter the prifoners, 
who were drawn up before him in a femicircle as they arrived. 

Colonel Baiilie, ffiff with wounds, and many other dilabled 
officers, were placed at the conqueror’s feet, whilfi: he diftributed 
rewards to his people in proportion to the number of European 
prifoners they produced. At the fame time feveral European heads 
were prefented to him ; many of which their countrymen, perhaps 
their own relatives, were inhumanly forced to carry : but Hyder, 
feeing how much the feelings of their brother officers were hurt 
at this fhocking feene, had the humanity to give orders that this 
practice fhonld be difeontinued while they were prefent. 
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Every moment of this fatal day prefented to our unfortunate 
countrymen frefh inftances of barbarity and favage refentment. 
Some had been dragged to Hyder’s camp, fo mangled, fo befmeared 
with blood, and covered with duff, that not a feature was to be 
recognifed ; fome had dropped lpeechlefs upon the road from the 
cruel treatment of their conductors, who refufed them even a drink 
of water to quench their burning thirih Even the gentle little 
offices of humanity, which thofe lefs maimed might have Shewn 
to their fellows, were cruelly interdicted ; their favage guards 
buffeting and beating them with the ends of their firelocks on the* 
flighted: fymptom of tendernefs which melting nature might difcover. 
Others were relieved from the excruciating tortures which they 
endured by a fucceffion of fainting fits, until, by total infenfihility, 
they finally eluded the unrelenting persecutions of their hardened 
guards. But if the condition of thefe juftly excites the deepeft 
feelings of human pity, thofe who were left bleeding upon the 
field of battle, both during the Scorching heat of the day, and the 
awful Silence of the night, merit our commiferation in a yet greater 
degree. It was the fate of many to lie in this deplorable Slate for 
upwards of eight-and-forty hours before they got the fmalleft relief. 
Amongftthis number was one of my moft intimate friends, whofe 
melancholy fituation will be heft defcribed in the words of his own 
letter to me, written foon after his imprifonment at Bangalore, 
and which I think will convey a Striking idea of the Sufferings of 
the whole. A; 
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* ‘ 1 was much wounded, and left upon the held a real fpedaclc 

£ of human nailery, differing every anxiety and diftrefs attendant 
4 upon fuch a deplorable fituition. It was fome confolation, 
however, that a generous and humane brother officer fhared the 

‘ Sr ° Und with me the He, not being fo much clifabled 

4 as I was, rendered me all the aid in his power, and contributed 

" t0 prderve theii uncertain exigence. This a& of friendship 
4 I Shall ever acknowledge with the warmed gratitude; and as the 
4 gentleman and I were until then entire Grangers to each other 
* it makes me prize his benevolence the more. My kind pro- 
4 tekor was at Iaft feparated from me on the morning after the 
4 a&ion, and promifed, if poffible, to fend me fame abidance; but 
taat 9 . alas ! was entirely out of his power*' 

The fenSations which I now felt are hardly to be described, 

4 as I lay perfedly naked upon a fcorching bank of fand, and 
4 quite faint with the lofs of blood. Both of my arms were mifmbly 
1 Shattered, and my back Severely wounded; it was therefore im- 
4 poffible for me cither to walk or crawl. So intenfe and craving 
was my third, that, after many feeble and vain attempts to moiden 
my parched mouth with herbs and grafs, neceffity at lad forced 
4 me to have recourfe to the moifture of my own body. All 
profpeds of relief were by this time very uncertain, fo that to 
4 drag out a painful exigence, without food or drink, feemed now 
4 to be my mod probable doom. The difinal fate of many then 

4 around 


[ i«3 1 

4 around me, the dead bodies, and diftorted countenances of thole 
4 fuffering in the agonizing moment, tended all to confirm me in 
4 this dilconfolate opinion. An awful darknefs now came on, and 
‘ gloomy horror reigned triumphant. The groans, the plainings, 

4 and fupplications, of the dying ; the ravages and howlings of 
4 jackals; the diftant peals of thunder and iaceffant torrents of rain; 

4 all confpired to difturb the filence of night and increafe my 
4 afflictions. 

, 4 At laft, as it drew towards morning, extreme defpair hulhecf 
4 my forrows into a melancholy calm and entire resignation to 
4 the will of the Almighty, expecting that a few hours more 
4 would fee me at reft, and eafe me from every mifery of this painful 
4 exiftence ; but I had no fooner compofed myfelf for this defirable 
4 event, than fome of the enemy, who had been ordered by Hyder 
4 to examine the field of battle, perceived me, and that I Skill lived. 
4 Thole people, being poflefled of fome fhare of humanity, gently 
4 raifed me from the ground ; and, finding that I was in a molt 
4 helplefs Situation, carried me off upon their Ihoulders. From 
4 weaknefs and fevere pain, I continued in a ftate of infenfibility, 
4 relapfing from one fainting fit into another for a confiderable 
4 time: at laft, in fome meafure recovering from this ftate of 
4 ftupefaftion, I had the mortification to behold myfelf an humble 
4 captive in the enemy’s camp, where however I enjoyed the 
- ; : ; .. f.. Y 2 . • inexprefible 
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‘ inexpreffible pleafure of beholding mj generous benefeaor, and 
‘ manJ ofthe officers who had been carried prifoners off the field. 
‘ Even amidff the direful pangs of adverfe fortune, it is the firff 
‘ of conld ations to enjoy the company of our friends ; but, when 

‘ m Capdvity with barbar ians, the very fight of a Briton yields 
‘ a pleafure that none but thofe of our countrymen who have 
e experienced it can properly deferibef 


At a time when prifoners of war in other countries confider 
their misfortunes at an end by falling into the power of a generous 
foe, m whole camp the unfortunate never fail to meet with fym- 
pathy and refiped, the miferies of our unhappy countrymen were 
yet but m their rife. In the mercilefs hands of barbarous Mahome- 
dans, perfecutors of their religion and of their colour, inured to 
cruelties, and utter Grangers to humanity, how dreary was the 
profpea which opened to their view! Their conquerors, fwayed 
only by the blackeff paffions of the human heart, exhauffed every 
art that might tend to humiliate and deprefs the agonized feeling 

0t thCir Bntlfh prifoners ' Smarting with the excruciating pab 
°t undreffed wounds, their fpirits finking under the repeated indie- 
mtxes and abulb which they hourly experienced ; and not only 
denied the common neceffaries of life, but ftripped of every covering 
to fhield them from the viciffitudes of the climate; their gloomy 
minds could fuggell ideas only of perpetual flaveiy, of eternal repa- 
ration 
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ration from each other, their country and their friends. Human 
mifery I believe has feldom attained fo afflicting a crifis. Wounded 
alike in body and in mind, the termination of exigence feemed the 
only good that was left them, and the fate of thofe who had 
perifhed upon the bloody field appeared to them to be equally 
happy and enviable. 

Under this load of forrow, of apprehenfion, and of fuffering, 
they remained for fome days in the enemy’s camp, when they 
were removed to Arcot and Arne. From thence the whole were 
foon afterwards marched in an ignominious manner to Seringapat- 
nam, Bangalore, and other remote garrifons in the Mifore country, 
efcorted by a ftrong guard, who led them round every little village 
on the road, as a public teflimony of their heroic exploits. 

Jn the courfe of this march they were dreadfully expofed, 
from their naked condition, to the violence of the fun. They were 
fo feverely fcorched that none could enjoy the leaf! repofe, but 
thofe who, by good fortune, had procured a little oil with which 
.they might anoint their bodies. To complete their miferies, upon 
their arrival at the prifons appointed for them, their legs and arms 
were loaded with heavy irons and they were immured in horrid 
dungeons, where, during a wretched captivity, the treatment 
which they had to anticipate was fuch as hardly to be paralleled in jjbe 
5 black 
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black annals of Afiatic cruelty. Such was the fate of this brave but 

unfortunate detachment. With the tear of comtniferation fartin* 
involuntarily from my eye> j tum tQ ^ continuation rf ^ 

melancholy period of my narrative. 

The dreadful account of the defeat of Lieutenant-colonel 
Rull.es detachment circulated like wild-fire through the main 
srmy, and threw a vilible damp upon the fpirits of the whole, 
reneial Monro perceiving this, and concluding that it would be 
l aui for lum t ° proc^a further again* an enemy f„ powerful and 

P “ thC,r n,0t,0nS - t0ta1 ^ « be then was of provifions 

an other necellary nores, and not having the fmalleft conception 

Of the forlorn htuation in which many of , he unfortunate fuffeters 
had been left upon the field of battle, wifely judged a retreat to 
ongeveram, where he had left all the baggage and Acres of his 
army, the moft prudent ftep he could take in fo critical a junaure. 

Y a vain prdecution of revenge, the prefect difafter might have 
been rendered irretrievable, in a total annihilation of the only bafe 
that now remained for the formation of another Britiih army. 

The troops were therefore put to the right-about, reverihw 
duties of the rear and advanced guards, and returned in a pre! 
cpitate manner, followed by immenfe fquadrons of horfe, who 
Pte e us .ard upon all quarters until we reached the city of Con- 
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geveram about feven o’clock In the evening, having marched in all 
that day about eighteen miles. 

Every experienced officer knows how quickly the idea of a 
retreat diffufes defpondency and terror into the minds of foldiers 
unaccuftomed to adverb ty. Let the propriety of it be ever lb 
palpable or clearly explained to them, yet it is impoffible to con- 
vince them that they are not completely vanquished, that Some- 
times a retreat may be conducive to a victory, or that, at particular 
periods, the neceffity for fuch an expedient may be preffing and 
abfolute. Such was the cafe with us* The troops now feemed to 
look for nothing elle but annihilation.; and their fears were greatly 
. heightened by the extravagant and fallacious reports brought hourly 
into the line by frefh fepoys and drummers, who had made their 
efcape in the night, and confirmed all that had been faid of Colonel 
Baillie’s detachment, alleging that no quarter had been given- to 
man, woman, or child ; and that each, of the enemy’s fepoys had 
carried an European head upon his pike to Hyder’s tent. It was no 
pleating reflection to our difpirited foldiers that perhaps their own 
heads might be exalted in the fame confpicuous manner before four- 
and-twenty hours ffiould- pafs away. 

Nor was it an eafy matter in this predicament to determine 
what meafures it would be belt to adopt for the future operations 
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of the army. General Munro therefore immediately refolded to 
confult a council of war, when it was unanimoufly agreed, as the 
army was fo ihort of provifions and other neceflaries for the field, 
that we fliould make the belt of our way to Chiagliput, and from 
thence to Madras with the utmoft expedition. 

Four hours had only been allotted for our halt at Congeveram, 
during which time the troops lay upon their arms in two large 
fixeets eroding each other, a circumftance that occafioned great 
condition amongft fuch a multitude of followers ; nor did our anxiety 
of mind permit us to enjoy the lead; repofe, much fatigued and 
narajied as we had been during the whole preceding day. 

The baggage was no fooner withdrawn from the large pagoda 
of Congeveram, and our heavy battering guns thrown off the trun- 
nions into a deep tank of water, than the march was re-commenced 
without beat of drum at four o’clock in the morning.; but we had 
no fooner got dear of the town than a body of no lefs than twenty 
thoufand horfe made their appearance at day-break, which Hyder 
had dilpatched to harafs our march ; and into whofe hands moil 
part of our baggage fell, before we had quitted fight of .Con- 
geveram. 


The 
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The army now proceeded upon its route to Chingliput, keep- 
ing the right flank covered by the Palliar river the whole way; 
but, notwithstanding this advantage, the line was fo haraffed in all 
other quarters, that our rear-guard was feveral times very near 
being cut off ; and to the adtivity of .Lord MfLeod, who commanded ; 
in the rear, were we indebted for its prefervation, he having given 
it frequent fupport from the rear battalions, whilfl; the line conti- 
nued the retreat. 

The feverity of the march was inconceivable ; for the poor 
foldiers had not only to repel the fury of barbarians, , but alfo to 
contend with the irrefiftible and oppreffive force of the fun, with 
hunger and fatigue, the united influence of which occafioned the 
diflolution of many of our braveft men, who were thereby for- 
tunate in efcaping the accumulated indignities and torture inflidted 
by a barbarous enemy. 

All endeavours in the rear to preferve the baggage were 
inefte&ual ; and it was impofiible for fepoys in fuch deipair to refill; 
the temptation of liquor, which was every where fcattered upon 
the road. The whole of them and our camp-followers embraced 
that only method of railing their drooping fpirits ; as did the enemy y 
like wife to increafe the rage of their inhuman cruelty, which 

Z they 



[ *7° I 

they took every opportunity of exercifing, without regard to the- 
diltindtions of age or fex. 

As night approached the timidity of the fepoys increafed ; they 
became at laft fo intoxicated that no orders whatever could prevent 
them from firing irregularly amongft our own followers, who were 
frequently miftaken for the enemy ; as indeed were moft other 
objects they faw during the night. A regular force might at this 
time have deflroyed the whole of us, but happily Hyder Ally’s 
troops did not come under that denomination, and w r ere equally 
fatigued with ourfelves. 

Thus, after a tirefome and unceafing march of thirty-two 
miles, we at length reached Chingliput upon the morning of the 
1 2th, without having tailed any kind of refrefhment, excepting one 
or two drams and bilcuits, from eight o’clock of the 9th, before 
we marched to the affiftance of Colonel Baillie. 

Here our regiment had the misfortune of burying Captain 
Gilchrift, a brave and experienced officer, whofe lofs the feventy- 
third had much caufe to lament, he having always a&ed as a mentor 
to the young and inexperienced gentlemen of his corps. This 
veteran had the honour, when a fubaltern, of witneffing the ex- 
ploits 
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pbics of General Wolfe upon the plains of Quebec, and was now 
at the head of our grenadier company; but, having exerted himfeif 
too much upon the march to Congeveram, he was feized at that 
piace with a fever, which, difabling him from conducing the 
grenadiers upon the detachment under Lieutenant-colonel Fletcher, 
affeded his mind fo deeply, particularly when he heard of their 
diimal fate, that a delirium came on during this march, of which 
he died, regretted and juftly lamented by all. 

About five hours after we had encamped at Chindiput we 

were joined by Lieutenant-colonel Cofby, with a detachment of 

one thoufand fepoys, and three regiments of cavalry, which General 

; Munro had ordered feme time before to march from Trichinopoly 

in order to intercept feme convoys coming to the enemy through 

Shangama pafs; but, having miffed them, was now ordered "to 

repair to the main army at Congeveram. Upon his way thither, 

a gallant but vain attempt was made to ftorm the fort of Chitaput" 

one of Hyder Ally’s late acquifitions ; after which, having heard of 

our misfortune, the colonel, like a judicious officer, changed his 

route to Chmgliput, where his arrival contributed much to elate ' 
our fpirits. 


From Chingliput the whole army moved, at five o’clock it, 
the evening of the 14th, upon the road to Madras; and, to our 
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furprife, were but little haraffed by the enemy’s horfe, who it feems 
were perfe&ly well fatisfied with the booty of the preceding day, 
and had retired to regale themfelves at our expenfe. 

About twelve o’clock next day we encamped at Marmalong 
nver, near St. Thomas’s Mount, and fincereiy congratulated each 
; other upon our narrow efcape from deftrudtion, though accom- 
plifeed with the loft of our whole baggage; for which moll of us 
vainly hoped the Company would have made ample recompenfe to 

the army ; but we found ourfelves egregioufly miftaken in our ideas 
of their liberality. 

A month had only elapfed in this camp when cantonments 
were marked out for us upon Choultry plains and St. TfW, into 
which we marched about the end of September, in order to recruit 
our fpirits, and recover from the exceffive fatigues which we had 
experienced in the courfe of this inaufpicious expedition. 

We had no left than five hundred men killed and wounded 
upon the whole of the retreat. Here I think it incumbent upon 
me to extenuate the irregularities of the fepoys in both the Englife 
armies concerned in this ill-fated excurfion. Thofe in Colonel 
, Baillie’s detachment had fee wn the greateft bravery upon many 
occafions, kit moft confpicuoufly fo upon the 10th of September, 
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having flood undaunted the whole fire of the enemy, from feven in 
the morning until nine, when a fatal accident only broke their 
order and threw .them into irretrievable confufion. When once the 
befl and mofl veteran troops are broken and become panic-flruck, 
the difficulty of rallying them again is well known to experienced 
officers. Had not the fatal circumflance which I allude to happened 
(of the camp-followers breaking the ranks of his detachment), I 
doubt not but, under the conduct of fuch an able officer as com- 
manded them, they might have braved all danger until the main 
army had joined. The fate of this detachment is at any rate fuf- 
ficient to evince the hazard and folly of carrying fuch a train of 
baggage and followers along with an army into the field.. 

Many of Colonel Baillie’s fepoys who effected their efcapefrom 
wounds and the enemy, notwithstanding the dangers which they 
had fo recently encountered, fought hard in General Munro’s 
army next day, which was no fmail mark of their loyalty and 
courage. Nor was their fubfequent condud in the main army 
much to be wondered at, for they fuftained the whole brunt of the 
retreat ; and better troops than they have been known to yield to 
the temptations that were thrown in their way upon the route from 
Conge veram. Their exceffive fatigues in feme meafure warranted 
the free ufe of liquor ; and which likewife might be in a great 
meafure the caufe of fpeedy intoxication. After every thing that 


can 
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can be adduced a gainft them, it muft be acknowledged that the 
Company s fepoys are good troops, and exceedingly well officered. 

Hyder now returned to the liege of Arcot, which capitulated 
after a faint refinance of fix weeks. It was ftipulated that the 
garriion ffiould not ferve for the remainder of the war. And, 
having now fecured cantonments for his army during the rainy 

feaion, Hyder ordered them to be efcorted by a guard of horfe to 
Madras. 

In Arcot, arms, ftores and ammunition, for forty thoufand men 
are laid to have been depofited. Such an acquifition as this, to- 
gether with his extraordinary fucceffes in the field, could not but 
terminate the, operations of his firft campaign to the perfect fatif- 
fiadtion of Hyder Ally. 

Though the council and inhabitants of Madras were ferioufly 

alarmed by the hidden return of the army, which brought with it 

intelligence of the recent difafters, yet even this was not fufficient 

to extin guilh their inteftine cabals. They were, however, unani- 

moufly of opmion “ That a rendition Ihould be made to Benoal 

“ for a Apply of troops and money,” in whatever other points 
they might difagree. 
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The fupreme council of Bengal no fooner underftood the 
perilous fituation of affairs at Madras, than they ordered thither the 
commander in chief, Lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote, to take . 
the command of the army, with fifteen lacks of rupees, and a 
detachment of four hundred European infantry and two hundred ; 
artillery; directing, at the fame time, that Governor Whitill fhould 
be immediately fuperfeded by Mr. Charles Smith, firft in council. 
Thus, much was to be expefted next campaign from fuch a revo- 
lution in government, and fo great and feafonable a fupply of money 
and troops. 

Befides thefe liberal aids, they had alfo given orders for another 
large detachment of ten battalions of fepoys, and twenty-two guns, 
under the command of Colonel Pierce, to march from Bengal early 
in the fpring, in order to reinforce our army. 

Soon after our return to Madras, Lord M‘Leod difpatched a 
meflenger to Plyder Ally, requeuing the reftitution of fome 
important papers, which had been taken in his lordfhip’s baggage on 
the retreat from Congeveram. To this meffage Hyder haughtily 
replied that e in fo j mall an army as the Britifh, fuch a thing might 
1 be done; but how was it poffible for the commander of one 
‘ hundred thoufand men, to attend to fuch trifles ?* 

Whiitt 
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enemy to the Englilh ; and, in order to encourage them, retrained 
his foldiers from any future depredations. 

But thofe poor deluded creatures had no fooner lallied from 
their concealments upon the faith of this proclamation, and begun 
to relume their refpe&ive occupations, than they were fwept away 
into captivity ; thoulands of children of all calls and fexes, many 
of whom were training up to arts and ufeful manufactures, being- 
daily carried off on purpofe to people the Mifore dominions; Hyder 
having wifely confidered the great utility and advantage he might 
reap from this cruel policy both in peace and war. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Choultry-Plain* December 1780, 

It may not be amifs, whilft in winter quarters, to 
give you fome idea of the manner in which an eafiern army is 
aflembled for war, and their Angular mode of marching; without 
a knowledge of which it is merely impoffible for any one properly 
to judge of the military operations in this country.. 

When it is refolved to bring an army into the field, fome 
favourite gentlemen ofthe civil line are immediately contracted with 
as commiflaries and agents, to furnifh a certain number of troops 

with tents, beef, and mutton ; rice, arrack, and draught and carriage 

bullocks. ' ' 

Here it is proper to obferve, that bullocks ofthe flouted: kind 
are fubftituted inftead of horfes in Indian armies, to drag their 
cannon; there being allotted to each piece of ordnance, upon an 
average, one ox to every pound weight of metal in the ball, -and 
a few fpare ones to ferve upon emergencies, with a proper propor- 

^ tion 
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tion. of drivers. Bullocks are alfo ufed for carrying all the (lores 
of an army, fuch as rice, calks of gunpowder, and other military 
apparatus ; likewife all the tents in camp, and every other article 
appertaining to the quarter-mafter’s department : fo that, without 
prodigious droves of thele ufeful animals, it is merely impoffible for 
an army to take the field ; and confequently the perfon who con- 
trails with the Company to furnifh draught and carriage-bullocks 
at a certain advanced price muft in a very (holt time accumulate 
an handfome fortune. He may alio be faid in a manner to com- 
mand the movements of the troops ; as without thofe cattle they 
cannot pofiibly ftir from the quarters. — Bullocks, money, and 
faithful (pies, are the finews of war in this country, judge then 
what fatal confequences might occur, if the enemy found means 
to reward thefe agents for being- remifs in their duty at any parti- 
cular emergency. 

The agent for draught bullocks and the contrailor for provifions 
generally underftand each other welL When the latter is at any 
time hard pulhed for provifions, the former contrives to lame two 
or three hundred of his carriage oxen, which are clandeftinely 
transferred over to his friend; there being nothing eafier than to 
report them at head-quarters either 4 lamed upon the march,’ or 
4 expended in the fervice;’ and none can pretend to diipute the 
truth of the matter ; for his black fervants and others will at any 

Ana time 
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rules of fubtraciion , and the other by that of multiplication . This 
gentleman alfo derives an handfome profit from the arrack-contrad, 
which is generally given to him in order to make up his deficiencies 
upon other occafions. 

It is almoft impoffible for me to follow the rice-agent through 
all the mazes of his intricate bulinels. Rice being the daft of life 
in India, he raufl have a diffident quantum of it for every foldier 
and follower in the army, which the former get gratis in the field, 
as they do their meat and drams ; but the coolies and others are 
cauled to pay for their quotas at a Rated price ; fo that his profits 
greatly depend upon the confumption, which mud be confiderable 
in a numerous army, befides what he may privately contrive to 
difpoie of at an high price to the diftrefied inhabitants in different 
towns through which the army paffes. This may be reported, 
4 taken or left behind, for want of bullocks, upon the line of 
4 march,’ the cattle being afterwards difpofed of in fuch a manner 
as to confer a mutual obligation upon the whole triumvirate.. 

Officers are neither at the expenfe of providing, or conveying 
their tents in this country. The liberality of the Company f upplies 
them with this accommodation of the very bed kind. The tents 
which they contract for are full twice as large as thofe uled in 
Europe, They are made of thick cotton cloth ; the fhell as well 

as 
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Three bullocks are allotted for the carriage of each marquee, 
and one for that of each private tent ; but thofe of a field-officer are 
for the moft part fo large as to require a camel or an elephant to 
fupport them. Two lafcars are alfo fent to camp with each 
marquee, in order to pitch and give it occafional repairs. 

There is another very neceffary efiablifhment to the European 
corps, which is two buccalles to each company: thefe are two 
large leathern bags, for holding water, flung upon the back of a 
bullock (each pair of which have a man to attend them) , for the 
convenience of the foldiers in camp or upon the line of march.. 
The fepoys have alfo a few of them attached to them. 

It is the quarter-mafter’s duty, as in Europe, to take charge 
of all the public tents, bullocks and lafcars, with all the rice, &c.- 
allottcd for his regiment ; for which purpofe he is allowed the 
affiftance of a few black lervants, bullocks, and carts ; which, with . 
the overplus produced by the fcanty meafurement of the rice to, 
the foldiers and lervants of the regiment, bring him in a few emo- 
luments* he is lure at lealt of having all his baggage carried free 
of all expenfe. 

The furgeon* of an European corps particularly, has a great' 
deal to attend to if he does Jus duty. There, is delivered into his 

fyf . • " ■ ?■ '■ v; : ' charge 
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charge a fet of doolies or Tick beds, which are a mean reprefenta- 
tion of a palanquin: the number attached to a corps is in the 
proportion of one to every ten men, with four bearers to each. In 
thefe vehicles every valetudinarian of the regiment is conveyed along 
with the camp; thefe whofe cafes are the worft being left behind 
in the general hofpitaJ, or under the care of a mate, who hires a 
place for their accommodation in the precinds of Madras. The 
lurgeon may now and then, when one of his doolies are empty, 
fhove a trunk into it. By this means, and with what is allowed 
turn for the carriage of medicines, he generally contrives to have 
•his baggage tranfported fafely, and free of all expenfe. 

A bazar is alfo an indifpenfable appendage to ah Eaftern army : 
it confifrs of a whole camp of futlers, generally provided by order 
•of the nabob, as his people are beft acquainted with this kind of 
bufuiefs. They provide and fell to the beft advantage all the 
neceflaries of life, which it would be highly inconvenient for the 
foldiers to carry about with them; fuch as curry-ftuffs, tobacco, 
rice for the fuperfhiities of the army, meat, cotton-cloth, gram for 
the officers’ horfes; in ftiort, they furnifh out an excellent market, 
where one may get any thing at a certain price. Care is alfo taken 
by the regulator of this motley crew, that a neceflary proportion of 
them accompanies every detachment that is to remain for any 
‘length of time. from camp. Every thing fold here pays 1 .certain ; 
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duty to the commander of the army, which is neceflarily productive 
of very handfome emoluments, and he will therefore take care to 
keep the market well fupplied, not only with the neceflaries, but 
the luxuries of life. The regulator alfo receives his gratuity, 
as do many others fubfervient to him ; all of which, however, in 
the end comes out of the pocket of the poor confumer. 

The tents, and other neceffary appointments for the camp, 
are no fooner got ready than the troops afiemble ; and if the con- 
tractor or commifiaries cannot procure a Sufficient number of 
bullocks to carry all the {lores and provifions neceflary for the army, 
detachments of fepoys are immediately fent out to prefs coolies *, 
in order to fupply their places ; and, Should they be hard pufhed for 
means of conveyance, the prefs becomes as hot and general as upon 
the river Thames for feamen in time of a vrar : and no distinction is 
made amongft the blacks, women as well as men being feized upon 
for this purpofe. Even the favourite fwamy bullocks belonging 
to the native merchants in the Black Town, and every palanquin 
boy within the verge of Madras, are brought to camp upon thefc 
emergencies. 

When thefe arbitrary meafures are adopted, the officers, who 
provide for themfelves, find it very difficult to get their private 

* People who officiate as porters, and carry their burdens on their heads. 

B b baggage 
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k&^gage conveyed along, and which in. an eaftern camp does not 
confifl: of a fmall catalogue of neceflaries. As rank advances in this 
quarter of the world ftyle and luxury increafe. The preparations 
for war here carry nothing hoftile in their appearance, eafe and 
comfort being far more ftudied upon thefe occafions than difpatch, 
or whatever might tend moil to facilitate the fervice. It would be 
abfurd for a captain to think of taking the field without beino- 
attended by the following enormous retinue, viz. a dubai'h, cook 
and boy; and, as in thefe times bullocks are not to be had, he muft 
aflemble fitteen 01 twenty coolies to carry his baggage, who, with 
an hoi fe-heeper and grafs-cutter, and fometimes a dulcinea and her 
iervants, complete his train, having occafionally the affiftance of a 
barber, washerman and ironer, in common with the other officers 
of his regiment. It might be thought improper, on fitch an occa- 
lion as that of taking the field, to allow the captain a palanquin; 
although I have known many of them permitted to enjoy this 
luxury at very improper feafons, which of courfe muft add nine 
bearers to his fuite. His tent is fumifhed with a good lame bed 
mattrefs, pillows, &c. a few camp-ftools or chairs, a folding-table, 
a pair of (hades for his candles, fix or fieven trunks with table- 
equipage; his flock of linens (at lead twenty-four fifits); f ome 
dozens of wine, brandy, and gin; tea, fugar, and bifeuit; an 
hamper of live poultry, and his milch-goat. A private’s tent for 
holding his fervants and the overplus of his baggage is alfo 

requifite ; 
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requisite ; but this is not at the Company’s expenfe. Every other 
neceflary of life may be found in the public bazar. Thus every 
officer in the line equips himfelf according to his abilities and rank ; 
but tome of them are often obliged to leave the half of this trumpery 
behind upon the ground, for want of coolies or bullocks to carry 
it off. 

When an officer has company to dine with him in camp he 
never provides plates, knives and forks, glaffes, or chairs for them ; it 
being the invariable cuftom for each guefl to fend his fervant thither 
with thefe articles, who lays them down upon the table wherever 
he fees a vacant place ; and difhes for the meat are generally bon- 
rowed from the neareft neighbours. In place of m effing together * 
as in Europe, each officer keeps a cook ; and in this manner enter- 
tains half a dozen friends in his turn. This is certainly a plea hint 
mode of living, but not quite fo economical as meffing conftantly 
together, which would confiderably leflen the number of Servants 
in the field. There are few officers that are not obliged to keep an 
horfe on account of the exceffive fatigue in the performance of their 
extraordinary duties in this country. 

Apologies however are to be made for carrying fuch an ample 
flock into the field. Here no fupplies of any kind are to be found 
in the country towns through which the army marches, as in 

B b 2 Europe. 
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would never dilcover where fhe hid the chit in the hour of danger, 
and various were the conjectures upon this fubjeCt. 

All the duties of advanced guards and pickets, efcorts, and 
other fervices of fatigue, are performed by the fepoys, who are fur- 
prifmgly aCtive upon their pods, and pay the mod implicit attention 
and obedience to orders, which are given in Engliih, but afterwards 
explained to them in their own language. The Europeans do no 
other duty in camp than mounting their own quarter-guards, 
excepting when we are dole upon the enemy, led the heat diould 
throw too many of them into the hofpital. 

The Britilh camp is here pitched with the fame order and regu- 
larity as in Europe, having places at a didance in the rear allotted for 
the immenfe numbers that accompany the army, and the bazar to 
pitch their huts in ; which lad is didinguiflhed by the nabob’s trian- 
gular flag flying over it ; but it is merely impoflible, for a long time 
after the camp has been formed, to prevent, numerous herds and 
families of thefe wretched creatures from obdurately lighting up 
their fires in every dreet and alley in the line ; which not only fub- 
jects us to the greated confufion, but to the mod offenfive fmells 
during the night. This in particular, when upon a march, is 
absolutely intolerable; for, diould it happen to rain during the 
night, every fervarit that has been hired for the campaign thinks, 
■■■: ';■■■■ ■ ■ ' ' . hknfelf 
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himielf juflly entitled, upon fuch an emergency as this, to take 
fhelter in his mailer’s tent ; which liberty they muft be indulged 
in, otherwife they will foon decamp, for it is death to a black 
fellow to fuffer wet or cold in the night. You may eafily imagine 
then hcny much thcfe difgufting habits muft blaffc all the enjoy- 
ments ot life; the captain being obliged, in the midft of all his 
luxuries, to repofe in a clofe tent, furroimded by twenty or thirty of 
thcle black mifcreauts, lying compaftly upon the floor in order to keep 
each other warm. Some are fhivering and fnoring, others purify- 
ing the damp irnell of the ground with ftill more poignant flavours, 
!ud> a few more, whofe reft may have been difturbed by a fit of 
the cold gripes, light a piece of flinking tobacco, and, without the 
Icaft ceremony or refpect, commence a convention together in a 
kind of. under-tone, which to a ftranger founds as if they were 
deeply engaged in a quarrel. Some gentlemen, forgetting their 
mtereft, get fo enraged upon thefe occafions with the impudence 
and prefumption of the fellows as to difperfe them with a fmack of 

the whip; but they are frequently left in the morning to repent at 
icifure of.this rafli proceeding, : v-/\ 


In addition to the fuperabundant multitude of attendants 
already described, every fepoy in the army carries with him to camp 
his whole family, be they ever fo numerous, who live upon his 
pay and allowances of rice from the Company. This practice, when 

properly 
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properly confidered, is really juftifiabie in them, for an Afiatic mult 
have his wife, whatever may be his circumftances ; nor is it 
cuffomary upon any occafion for man and wife to be feparated. The 
wife (hares the hardships of war with her hufband in the moil 
cheerful manner, let them be ever fo perilous, and follows him 
wherefoever he goes. Befides, a fepoy’s ilation in life is reckoned 
fo far refpeftable and elevated above the common rank, that he is 
looked up to for iupport and protection by all his needy relations, 
which he generoufly affords them to the utmoft of his power, 
fharing his all with thefe dependants, who have no other home 
but his barrack or tent. Yet I think methods might be devifed for 
obviating in a great degree this inconvenience to the army without 
giving offence to the fepoys. At any rate there is not fo much 
excufe for buffering all the coolies and other followers of the camp 
to be attended by their wives and children, which is alfo the cafe. 

The cavalry next come under our consideration. There are 
but few of thefe actually in the Company’s fervice ; for it is the 
nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn who has the name of keeping them 
in pay. He has ieldom upon his eflablifhment above four or five 
regiments of three hundred men each, to every corps of which are 
attached about one hundred infantry, with two light field-pieces 
dragged by horfes, and a fet of Company’s officers in the fame 
manner as the fepoys. Thefe dragoons are clothed in red, and 

5 appointed- 
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night before, at the private requeft of the head-dubalhes, to folicit 
for half, and fometimes a whole month’s wages in advance, declaring,, 
though at the rifle of a good flogging, that they cannot,, and will 
not, march without firft having a proportion of rice and money alfo 
delivered out to them. The dubafh at the lame time infmuates to 
his mailer that it is prudent for him to comply with this requeft, 
left his baggage fhould be left behind ; pretending alfo to chide the 
coolies for their indiferetion ; and the officer, having no other choice 
left him but the lofs of his baggage, or the payment of the money, 
muft of courfe yield through neceflity to this unreafonable demand. 
The dubafti, being always the domeftic paymafter, dedudts his own 
fees ; for he always exacts from every fervant under him a certain 
proportion of his wages ; and immediately concerts another plan 
with the coolies, from whence further advantages may loon accrue 
to both parties. Every malecontent being at laft fatisfied, the heavy 
baggage is packed up, and all retire to reft until the general beat in 
the morning. 

The firft ruffle is no fooner made by the fenior corps in camp 
than there is a general ftir throughout the whole army. The 
lafears knock down the tent-pins; the dubafti prepares breakfaft for 
his mailer; the cook boils water for tea; the coolies pack up, their 
loads ; the foldiers are warming up feme curry and rice, and receiv- 
ing their morning drams ; the carriage-bullocks are brought from 
V ■ > ' : c C v : the 
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the rear; down, fall the tents like trees in a for eft yielding to the 
ftroke .of the wood-cutter. While the officers finifli their break- 
faft .. fotne cold meat is packed up for the march. By this time 
alfo fwarras of the black race have kindled blazing fires in every 
corner of the camp ; and fuch of thofe connexions, as had agreed 
the night before to keep company upon the line of march, are now 
heard, man, woman, and child, bellowing aloud each other’s names 
in the moft difcordant founds. Nothing can be conceived more 
offenfive to the ear than this noifte.. 

The aftembly now beats off; and, breakfaft over, the tents are 
packed, and upon the bullocks backs, as are the rice and other 
pyblie ftores; the baggage is alfo mounted upon the coolies” heads ;. 
. the officers’ foot-boys fling their brandy- bottle, a tumbler, and an 
earthen pot of cool water, carrying alfo a camp-ftool or chair 
upon each of their heads, left majier fhould foil, his fmall clothes by 
fitting upon the ground* The dubaffi and cook attend the bag- 
f gage during the march ; but have orders to pufh forward as foon as 
the camp is marked out, in order to get a tiffin or collation prepared- 
by the time their mafter comes up to his tent. 

The fiddlers are by this time alfo fallen into their ranks, and 
all the officers attend, when the horfe-keepers are ordered to bring 
up their horfes to the rear of the regiment. The pickets having 

joined, 
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joined, all the drums of the army ftrike up the march, and the whole 
line fteps off, either by the right or left; the followers with the 
baggage being commanded to keep upon the aloft convenient flank 
of the army; but this laft order is very rarely obeyed; for the 
baggage and multitude extend to fuch a length and depth, that the 
whole line, which generally marches by files, becomes a perfetft 
convoy; nor is it hardly fufficient even for that purpofe. ' : 

Whilft the country continues open, and the enemy keep at a 
diftance, the army is not much interrupted in its march; but if by 
accident it fhould be obliged to pafs through a narrow defile, then 
commences the feene of general confufion. All urge forward like 
iheep rufhing into a fold. The mob, burfting through the line in 
fpite of every effort to prevent them, become at laft a folid wedge 
from the clofe manner in which each fide prefles towards the centre. 
Here the cattle are lamed, the carriages broken down, and the 
foldiers and coolies almoft fqueezed to death. 

In this helplefs predicament what can a general be fuppofed to 
do ? The enemy perhaps appears both in front and rear; and that, 
which individuals may probably have caufe to confider as a misfor- 
tune, now fortunately happens.. The coolies throw down their 
loads, and they and their families betake thcmfelves to the 
neighbouring hills and woods; firft taking ‘care, however, to 
■ C c 2 ■' plunder 
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are greatly relieved, (don finding themfelves alone, 

ty aft ' Bnt ' although they fuccefsfully defend 
and clear their paffage through the defile, 'yet it is 
-ffible to prefer™ one half of the baggage, ' which 
rfe fall a facrifice in this fane of confter nation fad 
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perfeaiy vertical; and it is always at this time 
enemy chufes to hatafs Europeans, the fun adin 
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yield him but little relief ; for the battalion is fo much covered by 
thole infe&s, particularly if the weather be at all, fultry and clofe, 
that, at the diftance of two hundred ya,rds,, one would fuppofe they 
were actually clothed in black. . . 

■ ffiYofl ' H*d bVpuoo to Hum 

It is a fortunate refpite for the European corps, if the line 
fhoulcl by any accident halt for half an hour in the vicinity of a. 
grove. Then the officers and men grafp at a mouthful of grog 
and bifcuit ; but for thofe that happen to be out of the fhade it is 
as diflreffing as it ispleafant to them who are undercover; for half , 
an hour’s halt in the fun is more fatal than being two, hours expoted 
to it while in motion. It is therefore to be withed that officers 
commanding detachments would confider this, and not keep the 
foldiers for hours together upon a parade waiting, the; performance*. ' 
of a thoufand ridiculous ceremonies very immaterial to the feryic^,'*)' 



I ought before to have obferved, that in this country the 
European foldiers never carry their knapfacks upon the march, the 
black boys and others who cook for them in camp, eating them of 
that burden. Thofe cook-boys are amazingly attached to their 
matters, and will keep clofe to their heels in the midft of the greateffi 
dangers. When they grow up they make the beft. fepoys, for : 
all of them fpeak Englith welk , •• r-r 


If 



. , If any European recruits or young corps fliould happen to do 

dpty ; in, the line, the march hardly commences before they begin 

o ;; ' ' , ■ ; 1 : ■ ' 7 7 . o .. ■ : : ■ : .. .. . : , f 

to get fatigued and overcome by the intolerable heat. They foon 

cxhauft all their allowance of arrack, which is too frequently 
replenifhed by flagnant water, fometimes'fo muddy, rotten, and green, 
that it cannot poflibly be drank without adding at leaf!: one half of 
i pints, and then it mu ft be fucked or {trained through a handkerchief ; 
an expedient that in a fhort time knocks them entirely up. It 
is really diltrefiing to witnefs the fevere ftruggles which the poor 
men often have from the oppreflion of the weather, and the nume- 
rous difeafes to which they are hourly fubject. Some, from a redun- 
dancy of bile, drop down in a ft of infenfi bility, and are feized with 
a violent cholera-morbis ; and indeed it is fortunate for them when 
this is the cafe, as other wife they mu ft inftantly expire. Others 
fid! fuddenly down in contortions with the cramp. It runs acutely 
through every limb, and at laft centers in the ftomach, which kills 
the perfoir afflidfed upon the fpot. But the coup de folell is of all 
others the molt fatal attack. It is in the crown of the head that this 
deadly blow is moft commonly felt. The victim firft finds his 
brains, begin to boil, and a convulfve fit is the immediate confe- 
quenqe, of which he dies in a very few minutes : aiid fo very violent 
Is the effect of this diforder, that the body becomes quite putrid 
before a hole can be dug Into which It may be thrown. The 
furgeons’ doolies upon thefe occafions foon get filled with fick men; 

\ ' ■ ' thofe 
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thofe who are leaft afflided being placed upon a gun or cart ; and it 
is feme time before many of them get fit for duty again, being often 
feized after thefe fatigues with the dyfentery, a lingering and loath- 
fonae diforder, which carries off too many of our beft foldiers. 

It is not however fo much to be wondered at, that Europeans 
ihould be fuch fufferers by the climate, when even the native fepoys 
are unable to withftand the violence of the lun, like others frequently 
dropping upon the line of march ;■ but it muff be confidered that 
they always carry their kuapfacks. Yet it is aftonilhing to fee the 
immenfe loads which the coolies and other fervants, who walk and 
flop at their pleafure, will carry upon their heads, without being in 
the leaft afteded. Even boys and girls of nine and ten years of age 
arc feen carrying burdens, that in our country would be thought 
fufficient for full grown men.. yTyff 

As the army moves along, the officers oftentimes enjoy upon 
the road a fine chafe after antelopes and hares, with which this 
country abounds. The foldiers of a regiment will perhaps ftart 
from under their feet ten or a dozen hare.-, in a day. They alfo meet 
with covies of partridge, wild-duck, and the floriken, a moft deli- 
cious bird of the buzzard kind. Wild boars are alfo fometim.es 
lurpriled, and afford great diverfion. in the line. 

"/ yy y'vy Y ■ :■■■■:.: f \ y v'yy'. "A i -y -yy ; -yyy;7y:.y yy.cy; : 'y ; y,y 
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VMuM many, of the officers and men 
tents pitched and ready for their reception, 
nate, perceive, to their great mortificati, 
that their marquees, and probably the who 
had unavoidably fallen into the enemy’s hai 
the defile: nor is it until now that the fecc 
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.theirs taken ; and fuch as are fufferers by the villany of their fervants 

' ' .. . ■ . . . . ■ ■ • . . ■ . • . . , . .. . ' A '■ . '■ ■■ . y : 

have their kits fpeedily replenished through the kindnefs of their 
.brother officers. Thus, towards the end of a campaign, the dock of 
each is reduced to that proper fze which, every thing confxdered, 
it ought to have been at firft fttting out ; for I will venture to lay 
that fomc detachments in America would have been glad to begin a 
.campaign upon the fragments to be found in an Indian army 
after their return from an expedition. 

It is always in the vicinity of fome tank or pond that the army 
•encamps, as running water is feldom to be met with in this country, 
except during the -monfoon-feafbn. The cattle and naked fol- 
lowers no fooner reach the camp than they plunge into the tank, in 
order to cleanfe and refrelh themfelves; and, after every filthy 
ablution is performed in it, we are forced to ufe the lame liquid for 
drink and other purpofes. 

Upon thefe marches the rear- guard has a mod; diftreffing duty 
to perform. The cavalry and fepoys are always put upon it, com- 
manded by a field-officer; and it is fometimes five or fix hours, after 
the reft of the line have been refrefhed and fnug in their tents, ' 
before the rear-guard can drive all the baggage and followers of the - 
army into camp, unlefs upon a day on which the enemy have been * 
numerous and daring in the rear. 

d a 
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The firfl employment of the troops when the tents are pitched 
is to get fome refrefhment, or what is called a tiffin, dreffed. The 
cooks are immediately let to work upon a flew or halh of cold 
meat, curry and rice, broiled bones or game, indifferent fhapes ; 
and though this repaft for the moll part begins under the appellation 
•of a fnack, it generally ends in a good hearty dinner, and a com- 
fortable dofe of generous liquors. Some, however, prefer the 
fimple curry and rice, and a bafon of good tea, which is certainly 
very refrelhing after much fatigue. The general and field-officers, 
for the moft part, have large parties at thefe tiffins ; and thofe who 
are mofl liberal and luxurious upon fuch occafions are with us 
always confidered as the bsji officers. Many clamorous mouths are 
•alio flopped by a good bottle of claret at the tables of the commif- 
faries and agents. 

The tiffin being finifhed, every one retires to refl ; care bein» 

f-i '' 

firfl taken, by thofe who have had their hands and faces fcorched 
by the lun, to anoint themfelves with oil or Spirituous liquors, lefl 
the fkin fhould crack and occafion great pain. But, as it happens 
to be yet day-time, each gentleman is obliged, before he can get 
the leafl repofe, to keep two or three black fervants flanding round 
his bed with large cow-tails and fans to keep off the flies, which 
curing the day, are as universally tormenting, as the mufquitoes are 
by night. I fhould alfo have mentioned that thefe fanners attend 
. . ■ : s; ’ '■ their 
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tlieir mailers whilfl at meals, as it would be othcrwife impoffible to 
cat or drink in comfort ; for before one can carry a tumbler of grog to 
the mouth, in fpite of every exertion, it will be brimful of flies. Of all 
others the cavalry are raoft to be pitied ; for they can neither eat 
nor fleep, be they ever fo hungry and fatigued, until the fun lets, 
on account of the fwarms of thofe infedls that continually attend 
their horfes. 

But what mull you think of the diftreffing lituation and fevere 
duty of the field-officer of the day, and thofe officers and foldiers 
who are ordered, before they halt, to reach the advanced guards in 
front and rear of the camp? Some of thefe polls are perhaps two 
or three miles dillant from the grand parade, where they mull 
remain vigilant during the whole night long, expofed after a burning 
fun, moll probably, to heavy Ihowers of cold rain in the night. It 
is the duty of the field-officer to ride round the camp, firft to fix 
upon thefe polls, and then to place the different guards there; 
having alfo to vifit all the environs of the camp two or three times 
during day and night, to fee that the fentinels are alert upon 
their polls. 

Now are my worthy countrymen and fellow-foldiers, involved 
in deep repofe, tranfported, perhaps, by happy imagination to their 

D d 2 native 
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native clime, whither it is natural to fuppofe the moil ardent 
willies of their hearts would looneft lead them; and fince in this 
ungeipal region ipieenns impoflible fpr them to participate in real 
pleafures, let us leave them to indulge in pleafant dreams, as long 
as the numerous plagues of this country will permit*. 
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letter XIV. 

Madras, December 

I t has been a general, and I believe a juft, obfer- 
nation— that the happinefs of the Englifh as a nation might be both 
more heightened and permanent, did their fpirits admit of greater 
moderation in profperous or adverfe circumftances ; for, unhappily, 
ever in extremes, they are either too much elated or deprefled by 
the moil trivial occurrences. 

This difpohtion never appeared more confpicuoufly than it did 
foiiie lime ago at Madras. From a ftate of unmanly delpondency, 
every countenance was fluihed with joy and expectation by the 
appearance or Lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote, who had come 
thither from Bengal to take upon, him the command of the army. 

• : With, 
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the generality of people, unacciiftomed to weigh caufes with 
events, his very name carried with it a charm fufficient ofitfelf to 
elfea a retrieval of our affairs. 


appearance ot this officer is indeed highly pleating and 
refpeaable. Though much emaciated by a long ref.dence in this 
enervating climate, he yet bears the air of an jhardy veteran; and, 
though at the age of fay-three, cheerfully fubmits to the unre- 
mittuig duties and trying hardfliips of the field. He is alfo renowned 
for an intrepid fpirit and judicious conduft ; which, together with 
a fafcmatmgmien and an outward affeftation of countenancing the 
•epoys, are laid to have given him a great afcendency over the black 
troops ; an important accomplifhment, not eafdy to be attained by 
commanders m this country. This laft indeed is the chief caufe 

affigned for fending General Coote to command at this critical 
peiiod upon- the Coromandel coafh 
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pleted the conqueft of the "whole Carnatic, to the fiege of Fort 
St. George. 

To the detachment commanded by General Munro the 
reinforcement brought by Sir Eyre Coote being added, that gallant 
veteran found means, by his popularity and indefatigable exertions, 
to affemble at St. Thomas’s Mount, in the beginning of January 
1781, one of the fineft armies that ever appeared upon the plains 
of the Carnatic. It confifted of his Majefty’s feventy-third regi- 
ment, then fix hundred ftrong ; three hundred and fifty of the 
Bengal, and two hundred and fifty of the Madras, infantry ; and; 
about four hundred artillery from both ; making in all fixteen 
hundred Europeans ; of ten battalions of fepoys, of five hundred 
men each ; four regiments of black dragoons, each two hundred 
mounted ; and a formidable train of fixty-two pieces of ordnance ; 
forming, when united, a force of feven thouland four hundred 
effective men. ; 1.. ; ' ■ 

After having fettled his plan of operations for the eufuing 
campaign, and properly adjufted, in Madras, meafures for the future 
fupply of the army, General Sir Eyre Coote, attended by Sir Hedtor 
Munro and Lord Macleod, began his march to the foufchward upon 
the 1 7th of January. The firfi: objedt was to form a jund^ion with, 
a large body of fepoys. colledting in the, Tanjore country wider 
5 ■ , ;; ' ;■ r ' Colonel 
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Colonel Burrows*, and, as Hyder’s attention was thereby attracted 
iiom the environs of Madras, an opening was left for the prefidencv 
to be well fupplied with provifions. Such yet, however, were the 
perils, attendant upon this critical j impure, that apprehenfions were 
hourly formed of the appearance of the French fleet upon the coaft, 
in Older to avail themfelves of our recent misfortunes. 


Ihe flrft exploit of the prefent expedition was performed upon 
the 2 1 ft by a detachment under Captains Davies and Moorhoufe, 
which left our camp upon the banks of the Palliar river, and 


gallantly ftormed the fort of Carangooly, about eight miles in front 
of us, befoie the fucceeding morning. The enemy were loon 
alarmed ; and for lome time made a refolute defence. During the 
confuiion of the attack the artillery-men, who accompanied the 
party with a howitzer, by fome accident miflaid their matches ; 
but Captain Moorhoufe, their officer, fertile in an expedient, feizing 
a piftol, and ordering the gun to be puffied up clofe to the fir ft 
gateway, by that means difeharged it, and burft the gate in pieces. 
A paflage was now opened for the brave fepoys to pafs the faufle- 


braye and place their ladders againft the inner rampart, which, 
however, they found fo lofty and fteep as to render it impoffihle, 
after many gallant attempts, to effed their purpofe. In the mean 
time Captain Moorhoufe advanced his pitard to the inner gate, 
under a very heavy -fire of mufipetry, and ffiowers of ftones. 


.arrows. 
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arrows, and comburtibles, which however was in an inftant thrown 
open. The raoft courageous of the enemy now drew up, as their 
laft refource, under their commandant, and ■ boldly aflailed the 
Company’s troops in entering the gateway with fwords and 
targets; but they were foon overpowered by the bayonet, and the 
fort furrendered at diicretion. In this conflict about fixty men 
were killed and wounded upon both tides. Next morning the 
army encamped at Carangooly, where was found a great quantity 
of grain, part of which was- delivered out to the troops.. 

Hyder was at this time with the principal part of his force 
about Arcot. Large detachments, however, from his army were 
inverting the garrifons of Amboor, Vandewafh, Vellore, and Per- 
macoii; and great numbers of his irregular horfe and foot were 
continually hovering round our camp ; of which number three 
hundred difcontented Marratta horfemen were by fome intrigue 
brought over to our fervice at Carangooly. 

The centrical fituation of Vandewafh, which fortunately waa 
as yet in our pofleffion, and commanded by Lieutenant Flint, an 
officer of uncommon abilities, activity, and conduct, had attraded 
the attention of Hyder Ally fo much, that his principal officer* 
Meer Sahib , had for fome time inverted it, and was now laying 
dole fiege to the garrifon with a powerful train of artillery, eleven 

E e thoufand 


' : - ■ [ 210 j ... r. ./ . .. 

thoufand foot, and twenty-two thoufand horfe.* Two approaches 
were, carrying on towards the fouth and weft faces, which had- 
by this time been advanced clofe to the counterfcarp of the ditch. 

Full nine weeks had elapfed ftnee the commencement of this 
fiege; and Lieutenant Flint, who judicioufly baffled all the arts 
which Meer Sahib could praftife againft him, had in the courfe of 
: hib defence nearly expended all his ftores and ammunition, which 
obliged iiim to folicit affiilance from us. A garrifon was therefore 

left m Carangooly ; and the army immediately made a movement 
thither. 

The Mifbrian general, being apprifed of our approach, had 
recourfe to an artful ftratagem as his laft endeavour to gain poffef- 
hon of the place. On the fame morning that we marched from 
Carangooly he ordered his whole army to decamp, and withdrew 
his heavy guns from all the batteries. Thus, after marching acrofs 
the plains of Vandewafh, and through a large wood on the direft 
road towards the Britifh army, he commenced a very hot fham 
cannonade, which Jafted for a confiderable time, and immediately 
afterwards returned in regular columns towards the fort; on the 
moft confpicuous places round which were placed, with all imagin- 
able pomp and ceremony, feveral Englifh ftandards taken at Baillie’s 
defeat. This was followed by a peremptory fummons to deliver 

Vandewafh 
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Vaadewafh immediately, Meer Sahib affirming that his troops had 
given an entire defeat to the Britifh army, as might be feen by the 
number of Englifh ftandards then flying in his camp ; adding, that 
no mercy would be fhewn if immediate compliance was not given. 

But Flint, being aware of his defign, never let flip one moment 
of advantage ; and, though much aftonilhed at this ftrange^and 
fudden manoeuvre, took the opportunity, in the abfence of the 
enemy, of making a fally with all his garrifon, and completely de- 
facing the whole of their works, which had coft nearly three 

4 

months, in the erection. 

Meer Sahib feeing this to be the refult of his feheme, and 
finding our army clofe upon his heels, railed the liege of this garrifon, 
and retreated to Arcot, denouncing vengeance, again A: Flint; and 
leaving behind him two or three thoufand horfe and rocket-men 
to annoy the Britifh troops upon their march- y . V ... ; 

The army halted a few days at Vandewafh ; and, after having 
fupplied Lieutenant Flint with every neceffary for a long liege, 
proceeded on the 28th towards Permacoil. But we had not gone 
two mfles of the .firft day’s march when Sir Eyre Coote received 
intelligence by an exprefs from Madras that a French fquadron 
under Monfieur D’Orve had juft made its appearance off that 

E e 2 ,,; T place. 
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place. On this alarming advice the general ' immediately changed 

the route back to Carangooly, where we waited for further infor- 
mation, that garnfon being centrically fituated either for a march to 
Pondicherry or Madras. 

During this interval Tippo Sahib poffeffed himfelf of one of 
the piincipal keys to the Carnatic, having opened the campaign 
with the fiege of Amboor, which important garrifon furreiidered 

upon terms of capitulation. V 


The French fhips, fortunately for us, proved only to have 
come out upon a cruize of obfervation, as Sir Edward Hughes’s 
fquadron was at this time abfent upon the Malabar coaft, 
deftroying fome fhips of war which Hyder had equipped at 
Mangalore, and fent out from that port to crude for our 
traders ; and it was on this account late in the fpring before 

Sir Edward made his appeal ance to co-operate with the 

army. " ■ ^ ■ ■■ ■ • ■ ' • ■■■ ' ,■ , , ■ ■. ■ ' 

1> 1 y'y; -y\ T-. : : .,V ,, ; v .-p . V/'" . 


Upon this information we proceeded fouth to Permacoil, 
which was likewife befieged by a confidence body of the enemy- 
hot its ftrong fituatim rendered it impregnable ; and on onr approach 
the fiege was taifed. Continuing our march, we arrived upon the 
Red hills of Pondicherry on the jtb of February, from whence we 

faw 
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faw the French fquadron, confining of fcven (hips of war, lying 
at anchor in the roads. 


The inhabitants of this place, had upon its reduction in i; 7 g, 
fworn allegiance to the Britifh government; but Colonel Brathwatc,' 
who had commanded there fince that period, had no fooner turned 
Ins back upon them to join the main army at Madras, than they 
unammoufly revolted in favour of Hyder Ally, and ufed their 
utmoft exertions to arm themfelvcs, and celled military (tores 
for the ufe of their countrymen. Ail .this was efeded chiefly by 
the mitigation of Monheur Moneron, one of the principal inliabi- 
tants, to whom the Enghfli had been uncommonly indulgent ever 
(nice that garrifon had fallen into their hands. 


A party was immediately detached to deftroy all the boats 
that could be found upon the fhores of Pondicherry, and to feize 
what military (lores and provifloijs were concealed in the town, of 
both of which immenfe quantities were difeovered. Such (lores 
as were portable the general ordered to be conveyed to eami 

the remainder being deftroyed. 


. 7 eo i| lti hardly be fuppofed to remain inactive at Arc. 

whdft this fleet was upon the coa it, from which he expefled ye, 
fmsuhr afliftance. Elated with this hope, he made a forced mare 
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from Arcot; and the ft* intimation that we had of his approach 
was the' rapid advance of his whole army in an amazing Coud of 
duft about five o'clock In the evening of the 8th, within two 
miles of the BritiOi. camp, feeminglyitwidh an intention to sret 
betwixt us and Cuddalore. : This place is encircled, at. the diftuice 
of about a mile and a half, with an impenetrable bound-hedge of 
Ihlmira trees ; where, if Hyder had once fixed himfelf wifi- 

immenfearmy, he might have defied, during a liege, evcrv effort 
to fuccour the garrifon. 


The drums therefore quickly beat to arms, whilft an exurefs 
was fent to Pondicherry, where General Coote at this time was 
lc.m 0 his ordeis put in execution, who narrowly efcaped bcinv 

taken by ^ bodies of ; rregular ^ which had ^ ^ 

to,- the purpofe ot ftrprifing us. The outpofts had no fooner joined 

than the Bntilh army decamped for Cuddalore, taking a road that led 
tmther between the enemy and the coaft. 


■ s 


Hyder continued his march abreaft of us; and early in the 
evening a dilhnt cannonade began, favoured by the moonlight, 
W11C galled us, and retarded our march fo much, particularly in 
me rear, that we were at laft obliged in our defence to open feme 
S.ms ; The rear-guard, commanded by Major James Mackenzie of 
t .0 feventy-third regiment, was kept in one continued lkhmifh the 

whole 
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-w hole night long ; but it was fo well conduced by that cool and 
Heady officer, that little damage was fuftained on our fide, while 
a good deal was occafioned on that of the enemy, one of their 
European officers being taken with feveral of their men. No 
other attempt however was made during the whplc march to 
difconcert the enemy, although it was evident that whole divifions 
of them might have been attacked by our line in the confufion of 
their movements during the night, particularly as they were dniy 
at the diftance of eight hundred or a thoufand yards from us, and 
eafily to be difcemed around the large fires which they kindled, 
not only in the track of their own line, but alfo- before our 
advanced guard as it moved along. Inthis manner both parties 
fl ruggled hard who fhould firft reach Cuddalore ; which point we 
fortunately gained at day-break in the morning, and pitched our 
camp under the guns of that garrifon, with a deep river running 
in our front betwixt us and the enemy ; upon finding which they 
turned off at fome diftance to the weft of the bound-hedge. 

Upon the ioth General Coote went out beyond the bou mi- 
ls edge to reconnoitre the enemy ; and when he returned gave orders 
for the line to get under arms, and to prepare for action immediately. 
The general then harangued the troops, telling them ‘ That this 
‘ day their labours fhould be all at an end meaning, 1 luppofe, 
the labours of thofe that might chance to get killed ; 4 for that in 
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‘ leiS than an hour he ex pe£ted to give battle to the enemy * an 
‘ eVCllt which he had lon S wiihed for, and doubted not but they 

‘ WOuld ' ali do thcir dut 7 like krave mem’ The foldiers upon this 
winning fpeech gave a grin of approbation, with lefs grace, though 

pci naps as much zeal, as their general; and they were now 

ordered to leave their tents and baggage ftanding, and follow him 
to the field. 


J he line was accordingly marched out to the weft fide of 
the bound-hedge, and drawn up in order of battle, with the Pannar 
right ; ,he Bandapollam hills clofe upon its left; and 
tne rear placed again* the bound-hedge of Cuddalore, in which 
were ftrong redoubts at proper intervals, having an extenflye plain 
m front, which faced to the weft; and thus we anxioufly awaited 
the approach of the enemy. But who could have the weaknefs to 
fuppete that Hyder Ally would be rafh enough to attack the 

“ this I**-. having every advantage on 
ou, fide that a general could defire ! The conference was fuch as 

might naturally have been expend. No enemy appeared excepting 
a few ftragglmg horfe, at whom one gun was fired, which put a 
period to this bloody enga S , meM . We had however the fatisfadion 
ot boaftmg at Madras-, hat battle had been offered to Hyder Ally 

(though when at ten miles diflance), and that the challenge hal 

been refilled. That the ceremony mH,t lnDeir , 

y ° nt a PP ear more formidable 
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m the eyes of the world, the troops were kept in this pofition upon 

then* arms for the fpace of three complete days, expofed to the 

violence of the fun and fubfiffing chiefly upon cocoa-nuts, and 

what trafli could be picked up ; after which they were permitted to 

return in triumph to their tents, with a confiderabie addition to the 
lick-lift. : ■ 


We had now expended all the provifions which had been 
brought with ns from Madras; and the Council having f aiIed 
then engagements of fending Applies by fea, the army was rea- 
cted quite incapable of moving from the fpot ; and had no other 
refource loft but to fcramble in the environs of Cuddaiore f„ r a 
mifcrablc and uncertain fnbfiftcnce. It being vain in this difceffed 
fituation to think of moving into the country, or proceeding funher 
o the fouthward, until the arrival of our fleet upon the coaft, and 
dUhe intentions of the French f qu adron were properly afcem; 

he general determined to remain at Cuddaiore until Sir Edwari 
Hughes fliould make his appearance. 


oalZTr** W ? yhCre “ a &te 0f from the 

muldle of February until the end of June; during which interval 

the army dwindled inconceivably. The raniditv „ w , ' 

> ne ra P ldlt 7 v/ith which Hyder 
at th, s t, me penetrated the country, our own fevere and fucceffive 

misfortunes, joined to our now being pent up within the bound- 
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hedge of Cuddalore, all confpired to iraprefs the minds of the 
foldiers with melancholy and defpondent ideas. Defertion and 
ficknefs therefore very confiderably prevailed : and fuch was the 
languor which now pervaded the whole camp, that the neceffary 
functions of duty were performed in the moll negligent and liftlefs 
manner. Frequent detachments were made to colled cattle and 
provifions, and to furprife parties of the enemy who lurked about 
the camp ; but they feldom proved fuccefsful, although attended 
with immenfe fatigue to both officers and men. Some feafonable 
reinforcements however from Tillicherry and the fouthward at 
this time joined us by fea, which ferved in fome measure to replace 
the Ioffes we had fuffained by ficknefs ; but when neceffity at laffi 
obliged us to move we ftil laboured under almoft infurmountable 
difficulties. 

Such was the deep defpair in which the army was involved 
by our prefent difaftrous Situation, that, had the French fquadron 
made the fmalleft exertion, or only cruized off Cuddalore for the 
fpace of one week, we muft inevitably have laid down our arms 
to them without ffriking a blow ; an event which would have been 
ftill more fatal to the Company than the unfortunate and dis- 
graceful convention at Wargam. Happily for us, however, the 
Squadron quitted the coaft without offering the fmalleft mo* 
leffation. ^ 


5 


About 
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About the middle of May, Major-general Stuart, of whofe 
fervices the army had long been deprived, having been tried and 
honourably acquitted of every charge adduced again# him, by a 
general court-martial at Madras, joined us by fea. The advantages 
to be derived from his abilities as an officer were, however, counter- 
balanced by a fubfequent lofs. Some mifunderftanding arifing betwixt 
General Stuart and • Lord M‘Leod concerning priority of rank, it 
was determined by the commander in chief in favour of the former ; 
in confequence of which his lordfhip, not being inclined to ferve 
under General Stuart, got permiffion to withdraw himfelf from 
the army, which was by this means deprived of the ani- 
mating example and brilliant exertions of a prudent and expe- 
rienced officer. 

Such was now the fituation of the army that it appeared an 
indifpenfable duty in Sir Eyre Coote to attempt fome enterprife ; 
to which end he was warmly urged by General Munro and 
other officers, as well to filence public clamour as to prevent us 
from ftarving. 

At this period Hyder was in the Tanjore country, committing 
every devaluation which he could devife ; and, with a large detach- 
ment of his army, had laid liege to Tiagar, an hill fort about 
twenty miles weft of Cuddalore, which at laft became the firft 

F f 2 objedl 
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objed of our long- wifhed-for movement from that place. General 

Coote now ftramed every nerve in attempting the relief of that 

fort, which was upon the point of furrendering ; but we had only 

proceeded one day’s march to the village of Trivady, when every 

effort failed us; and we were obliged to return by the fame track 

to our former Nation at Cuddalore; in conference of which Tiagar 

foon capitulated. The vigilance of General Stuart, who that 

day commanded in the rear, could not prevent a great quantity of 

baggage, both public and private, from falling into the enemy’s 
hands. 


Th,s unexpected retreat encouraged Tippo Sahib, feme days: 
afterwards, to form a general attack upon all our outpofts at Cud- 
dalore; in the execution of which, however, the enemy were 
feverely handled and fmartly repulfed. 

I he next attempt of the Britiih army was again* the fortified 
pagoda ot Chillumbrum, fifteen miles fouth of us, which had been 
among* the fir* of Hyder Ally's conquefts in the Carnatic, and 
was at prefect well ftored with grain. Upon the .8th of Tune 
w= matched from Cuddalore, and reached that place with ireat 
difficulty, when a formidable affault was immediately made upon 
« by Sir Eyre Coote in perfon, much in the fine manner as 
Carangooiy was carried. But the garrifon being upon their guard 

made 


made a very gallant defence, and obliged us, after a continued fire 
for ten hours, both from mufquetry and great guns, to abandon 
the attempt. ' . ' - - 

This attack was carried on in the night. A large body of 
fepoys was ordered to fufrotmd the place on every fide, and to keep 
up a heavy fire of mufquetry upon the ramparts, whilft another 
party fhould enter the pettah to attack the gateways, which were 
well flanked by modern baflions, and lined with refolute troops, 
who had, upon the approach of the Brxtifh army,. thrown up a large 
mound of earth againfi: the inner gate, and cut a ditch acrofs the 
out fide, which rendered it totally impaffable. A daring attempt 
was however made by our troops, who, quite ignorant of the 
dangers with which they had to encounter, gallantly carried the firfl: 
gateway under an inceflant difcharge from great guns and muf- 
quetry, which the enemy clearly faw how to diredt with certain 
execution, from the light of blue fire-balls that were conftantly 
thrown in the air for that purpofe, and which greatly dazzled the 
eyes of our men. The Britifh had no fooner brought up a twelve- 
pounder, to ufe as a pitard within a fmall fquare facing the inner 
gate, than the enemy threw down upon them fuch heaps of 
ftones, wooden logs, and burning combuftibles, at the fame time 
fupporting a dreadful fire of mufquetry and arrows, that our men, 
no longer able to maintain their ground, were obliged' to abandon 

the 



Our failure in this attempt incited Sir Eyre to commence a 
ferious attack upon the fortrefs of Chillumbrum. To achieve 
fomething was neceffary, as well to check the preemption of the 
enemy as to raife the drooping fpirits of our army. The exulta- 


the gun, and make a precipitate retreat. The enemy were encou- 
raged by this to make a tally, and purfue them fword in hand ; 

but thefe were fpeedily repulfed by the line of fepoys ported as 
a referve. 


During this conflid, all the Indian females belonging to the 
garrifon were colleded at the fummit of the highert pagoda, tinging 
in a loud and melodious chorus hallelujahs, or tongs of exhortation, 
to their people below, which infpired the enemy with a kind of 
fi antic enthufiafm. This, even in the heat of the attack, had a 
romantic and pleating effed, the mufical founds being dirtindly 
heard at a confiderable diftance by the afiailants. 


The general, who made a narrow efcape from a cannon-ball 
that broke the leg of Lieutenant Young, upon whofe thoulder he 
then leaned, finding it impoffible to fucceed by this mode of affauit, 
drew off his troops towards morning, after having furtained the 
lofs of a brafs twelve-pounder, eight officers, and nearly two 
hundred and fifty men killed and wounded. 
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tion of the former indeed was unbounded ; they now confidered 
themfelves as invincible againft a force lb inferior as ours, and 
anticipated with confidence its total annihilation. How blind is 
human forefight I How incapable is human reafon to form im- 
mutable conclufions from the link by which we hold of the chain 
of future events ? Our recent defeat, which ferioufly affe&ed the 
defpondent minds of all, was deftined to prove, in the hands of a 
benignant Providence, the veiy means from whence future 
fuccefles were to fpring. 

Hyder Aliyas black commandant at Chillumbrum, intoxicated 
by the dawn of profperity that had fhone upon his arms, wrote a 
pr effing letter to that chief, urging him in the ftrongeft terms to 
haften down from Trichinopoly, and give a total defeat to the: 
Britiffi ; alleging that he had ftruck them with fuch a panic,, and 
deftroyed fo many of their troops, that they were totally incapable s 
of oppofing a force fo fuperior as his. 

It being confidered neeeffary by General Coote, before his 
fecond defign againft Chillumbrum could be carried into execution,, 
to procure battering cannon from Sir Edward Hughes’s fquadron,, 
which had juft then arrived at Porto Nova, about fix miles diftant 
from us, he accordingly for that purpofe moved thither with the: 
whole army : but our camp was no fooner pitched at Porto Nova 
■ . ■ " - : -■ : ■ ''than 
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than we found ourfelves inftan'dy furrounded by the whole Mifore 
army, as if it had been really aftuated by magical power. 

Hyder, it feems, flufhed by the flattering intelligence received 
from Chdlumbrum, made a forced march from Shamavram in the 
1 anjore country; and, advancing with his horfe at the incredible 
pace of ninety miles in one day, completely hemmed the Britifh 
army nearly into an equilateral triangle, formed by his camp, the fea, 
and Porto Nova river. All thoughts of the attack upon Chillum- 
brum were neceffarily for the prefent laid afide, our attention being 
now foiely directed to the means of extricating ourfelves from 
this perilous and gloomy fltuation. 

The ground which the enemy had occupied was entirely 
compofed offend hills, and deep nullahs, intofeaing each other; 
and on every commanding hillock large mafqued batteries were 
expeditioufly conftrufted; fo that Hyder, having in this manner 
unexpectedly entrapped ns, could not but flatter himfelf with the 
moft advantageous confequences. We, on the other hand, fince 
chance had thus conduSed us into a fituation fo pregnant with 
danger, and made a deciftve battle inevitable, determined that our 
valour ihould render this as memorable in the annals of Britain 
as the battle of Platea is in thofe of ancient Greece, 


Preparations 
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Preparations were made on both tides for the important event; 
Hyder conftantly fending large bodies of cavalry to reconnoitre our 
camp, and keep the out-pofts to their arms, at the fame time takinv 
care to poflcts himfelt ot every advantageous fpot; and information 
was-hourly brought to us of new batteries having been conftrufted. 

The General, now perceiving that every moment of time 
wafted by us added to the ftrength of the enemy, at once dcter- 
mined to fend his heavy baggage and other incumbrances on board 

flC "’ ‘ hat tr °°P S '“S 1 * ™ve more lightly ; and that nwht 
tie older of the battle, and other arrangements, were iflhed to the 
•army with great precifion. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the ift of July, ol , r line 
was put m motion, and at the fame time the enemy were fee,, 
arranging in battle array an army confifting „f fifty thoufind 

choieu horfe, thuty thoufand regular infantry, forty-feven field-pieces 
m add, t, on to the guns of their batteries, two troops of French 
liuflars, and a battalion of European renegadoes, befides irremdar 
a tescompofed of dtfferent petty princes; forming altogether a force 

computed at a hundred thoufand fighting men. 

When our army, which confifted of nearly eight thoufand . 
efFefhves, had filed off from the right, and advanced about a mile 

/'■N 
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into a large plain, it was formed into two lines. The firff, under 
the command of Major-General' Sir Hector Munro, was compofed 
of three regiments of Europeans, fix battalions of fepoys, one 
European troop, and two regiments of black dragoons, with thirty 
pieces of cannon. The fecond, led by Major-General Stuart, 
was compofed of four battalions of fepoys, and twenty-fix field-' 
pieces. One battalion of fepoys, two regiments of cavalry, with 
fix guns and three hundred Marratta horfe, were allotted for the 
baggage guard. 

The Britifh troops were firft menaced by a chain of Hyder’s 
irregular horfe, who appeared immediately in our front as a blind 
for their mafqued batteries; by whom innumerable quantities 
of rockets were thrown, and alfo fome fhot. This induced the 
Britifh line to advance towards them without hefitation, exchan o-- 
mg a few random fhot in their progrefs : but as we approached 
towards them they gradually retired, and at length fuddenly dis- 
appeared behind the woods and fand-banks in their rear, at once 
unveiling to us fix large mafqued batteries of fix or ten guns each; 
from which , however, no fhot was yet fired . Upon this difcovery the 
army made a halt until the ground fhould be clofely reconnoitred, 
when it was judged inconfiftent with prudence to advance any 
further in front. Our line was therefore ordered to file off to the 
right, which the enemy no fooner perceived than all their batteries 
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made a furious opening and galled us unmercifully, particularly one 
upon our left flank, the firft difcharge from which killed twelve 
men, and enfiladed both lines. 

Having at length cleared the range of thefe batteries, we kept 
a long fand-hill betwixt us and the enemy’s line, which had by 
this time quitted its former ftation, and now moved at fome 
diftance in a parallel line with us. In the centre of this fand-hill 
there appeared a narrow pafs, through which our firft line bent 
its courfe and formed upon a plain on the other fide, but not 
without fuffering feverely from the Miforian line of infantry and 
guns drawn up dire&ly in our front, behind a range of low fand- 
hills and bufhes, from whence they fired warmly into the pafs. 

By this time there was alfo a bloody conteft betwixt a large 
body of the enemy’s grenadiers and horfe under Monfieur Lally, 
and our fecond line under General Stuart, for the pofleffion of the 
hill upon our left flank ; which, from the fteady and gallant 
behaviour of Captains Muirhead and Stewart, with the 17th and 
20th battalions of fepoys, was at laft gained by the point of the 
bayonet. Captain Moorhoufe, an expert artillery officer, adtually 
melted a brafs fix pounder in the difcharge of grape upon this 
refolute divifion of the enemy, which three times retired and as 
•often repeated a furious but ineffedtual attack. The baggage was 

G g 2 afterwards 
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afterwards attempted by the fame party with as little effefr, this 

fecond repulfe of which feemed to give a fortunate turn to the fate 
of the day. 

During this tough encounter on the left, the firft line,, led by 
General Munro, was far from being idle. It had now got coca* 
pietely formed upon the plain; and Hyder, having drawn up all 
his guns and infantry, fupported by large fquadrons of cavalry, 
upon the low hills in our front, about ten o’clock a dreadful 
cannonade commenced on all quarters, and continued without 
mtermiflion until three in the afternoon. It was in this interval 
that the Britifh army fuftained its greateft lots. The General was 
for a confiderable time undetermined whether or not he Ihould 
advance the line to clofe aftion. At this crifis Sir Ilefror Munro 
politely uiged the Geneial to make a brilk and immediate attack 
upon the enemy’s guns, as the only means of gaining a decifve 
advantage; and this falutary advice not being fpeedily adopted, Sir 
Hedtor added, ‘ That, if he was not rightly underftood, he would 
‘ communicate his opinion in writing.’ Soon after this one of 

Sir Ejre C °° te ’ s aids " du -camp advanced to Sir Ilefror, then at 
fome diftance upon the right of the line, and told him that the 
General, fenlible of the importance of his advice, determined to 
purlue it, and had now given orders for the line to advance. But 
by this time the undaunted freadinefs of the Britifh troops, and the 
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fuperior excellence of our artillery, had vifibly much (lackened 
the enemy’s fire, and thrown their ranks into diforder. This 
advantage however we could but (lowly improve, as large fquadrons 
of horfe now hovered from flank to flank under the gallant Meer 
Sahib, with an intent, if pofiible, to break the Britifli line, but 
at lead: to keep it at bay whilft the enemy (hould accomplilh the 
retreat of their guns. In this important fervice Meer Sahib fell ; 
but, as is the invariable cuftom with the Mahomedans, his body 
was inftantly fwept away by his followers, though within two 
hundred yards of our front. The better to facilitate the removal 
of their guns, a line of infantry, far outflanking ours, was polled in 
a deep furrow fronting us, that flood with an appearance of refolu- 
tion until the Britifh line came within two hundred yards of it ; 
but, becoming panic-ftruck upon our approach, the whole body gave 
way with a general difcharge of mufquetry from right to left, 
which however occafioned little damage. Our foldiers defpifed 
taking a mulquet from their (houlders to return this paltry fire ; 
but our guns, being then loaded with grape-lhot, poured it in 
amongft the fugitives without mercy or intermiffion ; and, having 
the land-hills to afcend before they could be fcreened from our 
view, great numbers of them fell. Continuing the puriuit, we 
reached the fummit of the fand-hills, where, being flopped by a 
deep nullah from advancing any farther, a few more (hots put an 
end to the carnage and fatigues of the day, with the lofs on our 

■ \ . . fide 
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fide of feventeen European and twenty black officers, befides fifty 
Europeans and five hundred fepoys killed and wounded. 

Hyder had many of his principal officers amongft the number 
of the wounded and {lain. In that of the latter, as I have already 
obfervecl, was Meer Sahib, one of his braved; partifans; the man 
who had made the firft impreffion upon Baillie’s unfortunate 
detachment, who had conduced the fiege of Vandewafh, and was 
captain-general of his horfe. At lead: four thoufand Miforians were 
laid to have fallen on the plains of Porto Nova ; but it is difficult 
upon fuch an occafion exa&ly to afcertain the numbers, it being 
a religious maxim with the Mahomedans to carry off as many as 
poflible of their {lain. Monfieur Lally was wounded; and a 
Portuguefe officer came over to us during the heat of the adlon. 

Hyder and his army reached Chillumbrum before they once 
entertained a thought of rallying. It is impodible to defcribe to 
you the awful magnificence of the fcene that our army beheld 
from the heights upon which it halted. The fpace, as far as the 
eye could reach, was entirely covered by multitudes of horfe, 
foot, artillery, and heaps of baggage, all intermingled in the greateft 
confufion, flying in the utmoft confternation, galloping acrofs 
each other over an extenfive plain, and railing fuch clouds of dull 
as almoft .to obfcure the Iky. The departing rays of the fettle 
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full added greatly to the grandeur of this fplendid fcene. Upon 
the conclufion of this hard-contefted bufinefs, how mortifying 
was it to find that no other advantage had been gained by us after 
fuch extreme fatigue, than the fimple pofleffion of the field? — 
a eompenfation very inadequate to the lofs of fo many gallant 
foldiers. This might have been one of the moll glorious and 
decifive vi&ories ever obtained, had the General permitted the 
line to advance at an earlier period of the day. There cannot be 
a doubt but it would have finally terminated the war, as moft of 
the enemy’s guns mull; have inevitably fallen into our hands ; for 
it was with the utmofi: difficulty they got them reconveyed acrofs 
the nullah during the purfuit ; a labour in which, by Meet Sahib’s 
gallantry, and our own tardinefs, they were Angularly favoured. 
It was alfo a matter of furprife to many in the army that the 
Britilh cavalry were not ordered to purfue the fugitives, there 
being, with Marrattas and others, a thoufand in the camp — a 
number that might have done confiderable execution again!?: a 
flying enemy if properly conducted,, particularly as they had 
eight light three-pounders dragged by horfes conftantly attached, 
to them. 

As fqqn as the wounded could be collected together,, and the 
dead interred, Q$r army crcffied the nullah, which was in many 

places 
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places fo filled with flaughtered enemies, that our foldiers could not 
avoid trampling upon their bodies as they paffed, and in others fo 
deep that they were up to the middle in water. We lay that 
night on its oppofite banks, and next morning encamped upon the 
road leading to Cuddalore, where a feu de joy was fired, and the 
General s thanks delivered to the army* 

It was to us an animating idea that Sir Edward Hiwhes’s 

Iquadron witneffed the whole of this afilon. They dropped "down 

abreaft of us, and all the marts and yards in the fleet were covered 

with teamen, who in anxious expectation awaited the event. One 

ot the tmall armed veflils. came fo very near the there as to fire 

™.h good effea upon the body of the enemy's horfe that 
attempted the baggage. 

It might be thought unpardonable in me, were I to omit 
mentioning the manner in which Sir Eyre Coote was pleafed to 
dift.ngu.th the fteadinefs of the feventy-third regiment in this battle. 

. Excellency teemed upon all occafions to have a predilection for 
the Highlanders, (,f we may form rtich a conclufion from his 
generally taking port by them in the heat of affion ;) notwith- 
ftandmg he exclaimed againft more being Tent to India. But the 
old general's motives for this were very admiffible. He natnrally 

fuppofed 


fuppofed the transition too great from the cold of fifty-feven to 
the infufferable heat of thirteen degrees and an half north, which 
certainly carries much reafon with it when duly confidered. 

The General, being in the rear of our regiment as the line 
advanced to aftion under a very heavy fire, fixed his eye upon the 
bagpiper, who {talked from right to left with aftonhhing compofurc, 
playing a favourite Highland march, as if the fate of the battle 
depended entirely upon his exertions; “ Well done, my brave 
“ fellow !” exclaimed the veteran, “ you {hall have a Silver pipe 
“ when this battle is over,” And accordingly his Excellency pre- 
fented the regiment with One hundred pagodas to purchafe an 
handfome pipe in honour of that day. 
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Upon the 4th the army proceeded to Cuddalore, where many 
of the wounded were left, and where we were joined by Some 
convalefcents, that had been lodged there when we marched to 
Chillumbrum, 

It is poffible that matters would not have terminated lb favour- 
ably for us, had not Tippo Sahib been abfent, during the recent 
arduous ftruggle, in the north, with a considerable body of the f 
Mifore troops upon an expedition againft Vandewalh, intending ? 
afterwards to intercept the Bengal detachment under Colonel 

H h Pieree, 


Pierce, which was now daily expected, and had almod completed 
a march towards us, little fiiort of that made by the ten thou land 
under Xenophon. But, from innumerable impediments,, and a 
fuperfluous degree of luxury and pomp fupported upon their march, 
they approached very flowly; and General Sir Eyre Coote, per- 
ceiving that Hyder meant to avail himfelf of their delay, thought 
it his duty as fpeedily as poflible to prevent the chance of a repe- 
tition of Baillie’s fatal difader. He therefore began an expeditious 
march to the northward, followed at a didance by the vanquifhed 
army of the enemy, and arrived at St. Thomas’s Mount about the 
end of July. Both parties having now drawn nearer to each other, 
they were ordered to make a reciprocal movement ; and, happily 
for the fate of the Carnatic, formed a junction near Pollicat, upon 
the 3d of Augud, without the lead: oppofition from Hyder or his 
fon ; both of whom remained during this tranfadion uncommonly 
inadive at Cpngeveram. 

This union augmented our force to twelve thoufand men, and 
brought to us an excellent fupply of draught and carriage bullocks. 
.After having returned to St. Thomas’s Mount, the army was 
formed into five brigades of infantry and one of cavalry. All 
the Europeans, commanded by Colonel James Crawford of the 
feventy-third regiment, compofed the fird brigade, the dation of 
which was generally in the centre of the line. The other four 

brigades 



brigades confiding of fepoy infantry were under Lieutenant- colonels 
Elphinfton, Owen, Edmonfton, and Blair; and the brigade of 
cavalry was led by Colonel Cofby ; General Munro prefiding over 
the right wing, raid Colonel Pierce over the left. Two parks of 
artillery were alio formed, one upon each flank of the European 
brigade; the Bengal being polled upon the right under -Colonel 
Elliot ; and the Madras artillery upon the left, under Major 
Mackay, befides two guns and an officer attached to each battalion 
in the line, and two light field-pieces, dragged by horfes, to each 
regiment of dragoons. Such was the general order of battle, which, 
however, was frequently changed as occafion required. 

Here the whole army, but our regiment in particular, had 
ferious caufe of regret, in the death of Major James M‘Kenzie of 
the feventy-third, an officer of a benevolent character and approved 
merit. His fleadinefs in the field, and exemplary attention to the 
honourable discharge of his duty, were highly worthy of admira- 
tion; and it was in confequence of his exertions in the early part 
of this campaign that he was thus brought to his grave. 

Since it had been hitherto found impracticable for thole detach- 
ments, collecting in the Tanjore country, to join General Coote 
with fafety, orders were now feat to draw them together as a 
party of obfervation for the defence of that diflriCl ; and having by 
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various reinforcements become a formidable bod/ of about five 
thou fan dmen. Colonel Brathwate waa-fent; thither from the prefix 
dency to command them; and they (hall henceforth be difiringuifhed* 
by the appellation of the fouthern army. 

W hilffc we had thus been draggling through fuch difficulties 
to the fouthward, frefh troubles of no iefs magnitude were prepared 
for our encounter upon our return to the prefidency; for, in the 
month of June 1781, a fleet of the Company’s fhips arrived fafely 
at Madras, in one of which Lord Macartney came out with the 
appointment of governor of this fettlement, having pofitive 
diredions from the Company to commence hoftilities againfl the 
Butch without a moment’s delay. 

■ j H: - r , Y' ■ 
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As our enemies increafed, it was incumbent upon us to 
redouble our vigilance, and banifh diffention. Bengal, which had 
hitherto fuccoured us with occafional aids, was now forced to 
abandon the protedion of the Carnatic, being unable, without 
weakening that fettlement in a great degree, to lend any further 
affiflance to this ; the Marratta war, which ftill raged with violence 
upon the other coaft, requiring every exertion that could be made 
by the prefidencies both of Bengal and Bombay. Our fupplies of rice 
and money became therefore fo trivial at this unhappy j undine, 
that nothing lefs than adual famine flared us full in the face; To 

alleviate 
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alleviate fuch calamities,' and at the fame time divert the attention 
of our enemies, feemed to require the utmoft exertions both of deli- 
beration and a&ivify. (r ■ 

The firft ftep of Lord Macartney, after his arrival at Madras', ? 
was to iflue orders for all the Britifh garrifons, eontiguousto the 
moft inconliderable of the Dutch factories, to attack and poffeis 
themfelves of them with difpatch; which order was punctually 
executed, much to the advantage of thofe who made lucrative 
acquifitions their principal aim. ; 

The main army, during thefe operations, was making every 
preparation for a march to the liege of Arcot, and the relief of 
Vellore, whilft the enemy fhould retain frelh in their memory the _ 
traces of their panic and defeat at Porto Nova. For this purpofe - 
the troops, furnilhed with only eight day’s rice, began their march 
thither upon the i 6 th of Auguft. On the 20th they took fort 
Trippafore, that at the commencement of hoftilities had fallen into . 
the enemy’s hands, and in which was found a, feafonable fupply 
of paddy, that was immediately iffued out to the troops.. 

A.: yyl ■ ■ 7; y ■■ -'v; y:-. y.y. 7 1 y'- : . A ' . ;, y' y .'i: ^.vy. 

Hyder, whofe army was then encamped at Congeveram, , 
being fpeedily apprized of our intentions, muttered up fufficient 
courage to difpute the roads. with us, which,, being clofe and woody, 
greatly favoured his defign. 


As 
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As the Britifh army advanced, his irregulars took every 
opportunity of obftruding its march ; and, on the 27th of Auguft, 
exadly upon the fame grounds where Colonel Baillie had been 
defeated, he appeared, in full force, ftrongly polled behind the 
woods and village of Polliloore. Inflamed by the didates of a blind 
fuperlhtion, he entertained the vain idea that this was a lucky fpot; 
and, under the influence of this fuggeftion, confident that vidory 
would again declare for him upon ground confecrated by former 
iuccefs, he was encouraged to hazard a fecond general engagement. 

1 he enemy’s pofition was firfl: announced to us by fome guns 
tmexpededly opening upon our advanced guard. The flre from 
them was loon increafed into a very hot cannonade, under which 
our line was irregularly formed upon broken grounds, every where 
mterfeded by deep nullahs. A front had no fooner been prefented, 
though in a manner hally and confufed, to the guns of the enemy 
in one diredion, than frefh batteries were opened from other 
quarters, upon both flanks and rear, by which means the line 
became divided and detached. The fourth brigade, under Colonel 
Pierce, was formed in a pofition to oppofe the fire of our left flank ; 
at the lame time, the red of the line, under Sir Hedor Munro, 
Ranged front twice-; feft to the right and then to the left, under 
a very hot fire,; whilft the fecond brigade, led by Colonel Edmon- 

^ ° rdCred f ° attack the of Polliloore, .then oppofite 

.to pur -right flank. 
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General Munro having, in the laft manoeuvre, formed his 
divifion in a parallel with the avenue defcribed in the account of 
Colonel Baillie’s defeat, he received orders to make a movement 
to the right ; which he remarked, and many of the officers then 
round him thought, might be an hazardous enterprife, as by it his 
communication with the line would probably be cut off. This 
order he notwithftanding prepared immediately to execute ; but at 
the fame time recommended it to the General to make, in pre- 
. ference, a rapid advance to the village, and poflefs himfelf of the 
enemy’s guns, the fire of which was attended with great execution. 
To this Sir Eyre made rather an hafty and unpremeditated reply ; 
but as Sir He&or, in obedience to the will of the General, was in 
the a£t of putting his divifion in motion, he received a frefti order 
to advance to the village, as he himfelf had at firft propofed ; a 
meafure that was attended with immediate fuccefs. 

The enemy being, by thefe manoeuvres, at length diflodged 
from every ftrong pofition on their left, Colonel Owen received 
directions to move with four battalions from our right wing to affift 
thofe upon our left in throwing the enemy’s right flank into con- 
fufion ; which, with a few more evolutions of the firft line, 
attended with an incredible {hare of fatigue, foon put the whole to 
flight, and finifhed the a&ion at fun>fet. 


This 
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r his day was, at one period, nearly exhibiting a fcene' deeply 

fatal t0 the Britifll intereft s in the Carnatic. Such was the diforder 
which prevailed through our whole army, that it frequently 

-appeared upon the verge of annihilation, and from which the kind 
intervention of a gracious Providence feemed alone to refcue it. 
The exceffive irregularity of the field of battle, -which was inter- 
ic&ed by broken grounds, deep nullahs, and impenetrable jungle 
-divided the battalions fo much that they could not in any one pLe 
aft in contaft with each other, whilft the enemy’s fire did fuch 
rapid execution amongft our men, as to throw fome corps into 
confuled and feparate clufrers. Thus each divided member was 
left in a manner to aft for itfelf independent of the whole; a 
circumftance that, in the uncertain fate of battle, where fuccefs is 
only to be attained by uniformity of afrion, and the neceffary 
dependance of one part upon another, is likely to produce the mofr 
difafrrous effeds. From thefe, however, we were happily faved, 

the fortune of the day, towards its condition, having taken for us 
a favourable turn. 


Perhaps there come not within the wide range of human 
imagination fcenes more affeding, or circumftanccs more touching 
than many of our army had that day to witnefs and to bear On 
the very fpot where they flood lay ftrewed amongft their feet the 
relics of their deareft felkw-foldiexs and friends, who, near twelve 

months 
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monriis before, had been flaln by the hands of thofe very inhuman 
mongers that now appeared a fecond time eager to complete the 
worfc of blood. One poor foldier, with the tear ofaffedion gliften- 
mg m his eye, picked up the decaying fpatterdafh of his valued 
brother, with the name yet entire upon it, which the tinge of 
blood and effect of weather had kindly fpared ’—Another difcovered 
the club or plaited hair of his bofom friend, which he himfelf had 
helped to form, and knew by the tie and ftill remaining colour I— 
A third mournfully recognifed the feather which had decorated the 
cap of his mfeparable companion 1 The fcattered clothes and wings 
of the feventy-third’s flank companies were every where percep- 
tible, as alfo their helmets and fculls, both of which bore the 
marks of many furrowed cuts. Thefe horrid fpedacles, too melan- 
choly to dwell upon, while they melted the hardefl hearts, inflamed 
our foldiers with an enthufiafm and thirft of revenge, fuch as 
render men invincible; but their ardour was neceflarily checked by 
the involved fituation of the army. 

That night the Britith forces encamped upon the field of battle, 
which was the only pretenfion we had to term this a viftory. A 
fit, Jejok was, however, fired by both armies, as neither was willing 
to yield to the other the laurel of the day. Sir Eyre Coote returned 
his thanks to the troops, and to Sir Heftor Munro in particular for 
his judicious recommendation of the fpirited attack of the village 



The Iofs of the enemy, from their practice of carrying off 
their killed and wounded, as formerly remarked, it is always 
impoffible to afcertain-. On our fide it confifted of fix European, 
officers killed,, and feven wounded. Amongft the former were. 
Colonel Brown and Captain Hiflop, both defervedly regretted : in: 
the number of the latter was Major-general Stuart, who unfortu- 
nately loft his leg in the beginning of the adfion. Five hundred 
fepoys and native officers, and feventy-four European, privates, were 
aifo killed and wounded. 

After two days halt on this ground, provifions became fo - 
fcarce that we were forced to fall back (a delicate appe llation 
given by fome people to a retreat) toTrippafore for frefh fupplies ; 
to which place twelve days additional rice was fent to- us from 
Madras, .that we might again proceed towards our intended defti- 
nation, but by mother route. 

The health of Sir Heftor Munro having been for fome time 
upon the decline, in confequence of a long refidencein this climate, 
.and the exceffive fatigues to which the arduous Sufinefs of the 
campaign had neceffarily fubjefted him, when .the army returned 
to Trippafore he obtained leave from Sir Eyre Coote to depart 
for Europe, which was accompanied by a letter from that veteran, 
expreffive of his regret at loafing the fervices of fo experienced an 
officer at a time of fuch incumbent peril and requifite exertion. 

Upon 
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Upon the 1 9th of September, the army again made a move* 
ment towards Vellore, purfuing a route dole to the PoUicat and 
Sholangur mountains, which prote&ed our right flank and baggage 
for the greateft part of the way, • 

Hyder, far from being difmayed by the recent dilcomfiture, 
was now defirous of frying his utmoft force at the pals Of Sho- 
langur ; where, having taken every neceflary precaution, he again 
waited our approach in battle array. He feemed fully determined 
to make every oppofition £0 the relief of Vellore, which was 
unremittingly inverted by rtrong detachments of his forces, who 
by this time had not only ere&ed batteries againft it with fotfie 
fuccefs, but alfo ftormed and taken poffeflion of one of the hill- 
forts, from ‘which however they had been quickly diflodged by a 
brilk Tally from the garrifcn. 

Hyder’s camp was pitched upon a very gentle declivity, 
with ftrong grounds and a tank of water in his front ; his left flank 
being ported under the Sholangur hills. 

The Britifh army having advanced within a few miles of its 
adverfary, encamped with its right flank covered by the fame hills, 
and in a parallel fituation with the enemy’s line ; which was, how- 
ever, completely feparated from ours by a long range of low rocks, 
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Which ran down from the mountain of Sholangur betwixt the 
two armies. 

Early in the morning of the 27th of September Sir Eyre 
Coote, with the fecond brigade and fome cavalry, advanced to thefe 
rocks, and reconnoitred the enemy’s camp, which he found Hill 
pitched, though their forces were forming in order of battle, and 
lafge bodies of horfe feeroed already advancing upon our left. The 
General upon this inftantly difpatched orders to Colonel James 
Crawford, then fecond in command, to bring up the Britifh army 
•exactly in front. This order was very expeditioufly obeyed, by 
advancing from the right of brigades until they came within view 
of the enemy,' when a Angle line was again formed, the troops 
having afterwards marched by files from the right until a large 
tank of water covered that flank. 

Hyder was this day fo confident of victory, and affedted fuch 
contempt for our force, that he left his camp {landing in the rear, 
and boldly advanced his line into the hollow and unoccupied 
grounds between the two armies. The principal part of his horfe 
compofed the left wing under Tippo Sahib; on the right flood his 
grenadiers under Monf. Laily; and in the centre he commanded 
inperfon. 

A brilk 





A briik cannonade began on both fides, which was on our 
part very warmly kept up; while the fecond brigade from our 
right, commanded by Colonel Edmonfton, joined by the flank 
companies of the feventy-third regiment, and all the cavalry with 
their light guns, crept round the tank unobferved, and fell fuddenly 
with all their fire upon the camp and left flank of the enemy ; the 
reft of the army at the fame inflant advancing, and fupporting a 
warm difcharge of fhot and grape, which threw the infantry and 
cavalry of that wing into confufion. Hyder, perceiving this, 
ordered Tippo to rally his horfe, and try an experiment of the 
fame kind upon the left of our line; in which attempt, however, 
they were fb warmly received by the Britifh artillery as to have 
their whole army thrown into general diforder, upon which Hyder 
thought it full time to draw off his guns. As a laft effort, how- 
ever, he was refolved to try what a defperate body of about a 
thoufand horfemen could do, who had folemnly vowed upon the 
Alcoran to take the firfl: favourable opportunity of breaking through 
the Englifh line, and had that day been completely intoxicated 
with bang and opium, in order to excite a falfe courage for the 
execution of their defperate enterprife. Thefe now received 
pofitive orders to charge ; and with determined fury they advanced 
upon the thirteenth regiment of Bengal, and the feventeenth, 
eighteenth, and twenty-fuff battalions of Madras black troops, 
flationed upon our deft; but thofe fepoys being well difciplined, 
'■ "'A ; ' ' ' . and 



and commanded by undaunted veterans, referred their fire, with a 
degree of codhtefs highly worthy of admiration and applaufe, until 
the affailing horfe were within fifty yards of them, when they 
delivered a well levelled volley with fatal execution. The horfe- 
men, however, forced their way through the intervals; but fo far 
were they from breaking the battalions, that the latter went quickly 
to the right about, and gave the enemy a fecond fire in the rear, 
which caufed them to pay a bloody price for their temerity. 

By this time all the enemy’s guns, excepting one, which fell 
into our hands, were entirely drawn off, and his line completely 
routed; the fecond brigade, and cavalry of the Britifh, continuing 
the purfuit till fun-fet, which put an end to the adlion. It was 
computed that the enemy had upwards of two thoufand and 
horfes killed and wounded on that day. Ours, not exceeding one 
hundred, officers and men included, was but a trifling lofs. 

One cannot, upon reflection, but ferioufly lament the unfortu- 
nate check which was invariably given to the ardour of General 
Coote in all his exploits. He never was once provided with a 
fufficient quantity of provifions to render any one action decifive; 
for a viftory was no fooner gained than he was forced to retire to 
Madras for a freffi fuppjy of grain ; a neeeffity which rendered 
battles fruitlefs, and the fuccefsful.fuppfort Q f a war impoffifcle. 

M . After 
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After the battle of Sholangur, his fituation was truly 
deplorable, for he was now pofitxvely denied any further fuocour 
from Madras, which was itfelf reduced to fuch extremities at this 
unfortunate period, as to he incapable of furnifhing fupport to the 
inhabitants of the fettlement. In this defperate ftate the fortitude 
and perfeverauce of General Coote fhone moft confpicyoufly. To 
fuch an extremity had matters come, that a rumour prevailed of 
part of tfhe army being difbanded that the reft might be kept up. 
But Sir Eyre, having made a friend of Bum-Raze, one of the 
Foliar or Highland princes in our neighbourhood, and perceiving 
that the fepoys, fb far from within g to change their fituation, 
were happy in this opportunity of proving their fidelity to the 
Company, and attachment to their commander, determined, until 
a change of fortune, to wander through the Pollams, under the 
aufpices of this rajah, in queft of a daily fubfiftence, and to tryft: 
to Providence for the relief and proteftion of Vellore, 

-Under thefe circumftances of diftrefs did the Britifh army,, 
guided by Bum-Raze, with only one day's rice , begin, its march on 
the i ft of Oftober through the Sholangur-pafs ; the fecond brigade 
being ported there as a guard: and, after a fatiguing march of two 
days amongft the hills, pitched its camp at Attamancherry, a 
village furrounded by incomparable natural beauties. This country 
is guarded from the rapine of barbarous .enemies by inacedliMe 
5 • mountains 
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mountains and truly pi&urefque hills,, that are every where adorned 
with a variety of beautiful flirubs, and the humble cottages of the 
Polligars, an independent and happy race of people ; whdfe habita- 
tions are more remarkable for their romantic fitu’ation than magni- 
ficence of drudture. Here, by the affidance of our only friend 
Bum-Raze, and our own affiduity, we lived in plenty and tran- 
quillity for the fpace of feveral days; but, upon the 12th of the 
month, intelligence was hadily brought to the General, that about 
fix thoufand of the enemy’s horfe and foot had entered the Pollams 
by a fecret pafs, and had begun, with their ufual rapine and barbarity, 
to plunder the villages and mafifacre the inhabitants. Sir Eyre 
inftantly marched at the head of three battalions of fepoys, and all 
the cavalry ; and, after fupporting a ihare of fatigue, which at his 
years entitles him to admiration, completely furprifed the whole 
of this party in their camp, in which were taken all their provi- 
fions, faddles, fwords, and forty horfes. 

As foon as a fufficient portion of rice could be collected for 
the relief of the immediate diftrefles of Vellore, a large detach- 
ment, under Colonel Owen, confiding of one hundred European 
grenadiers, five battalions of fepoys, a regiment of cavalry, with 
two fix-pounders and eight cavalry guns, was ordered to advance 
before the army, and take pod at the pats of Veracundaloore, 
fituated about twenty miles in front of us, in order to protect tjie 

Polligars, 
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Poffigirs, and others who endeavoured to throw feme • • 
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ZnThefe fcl™ ° f Pr0Vil!0nSlWhichrfa ^«™ *at way 
m the fort of Chrttore to their camp then upon Timory PhiJ 

about thirty miles diftant from this pafa. 7 ’ 

But Colonel Owen had not remained long here before W A 
began to feel the great inconvenience of his ftuation- 7 
byamafter coup de main foon r^A u- , and who, 

having made a forced mLch ^ ^ ^ 

general unexpefledly reached Owen’s camp „„ the^Td „f 0 ^ 
before the fmalleft intimation could be receive! ' 

It was with difficulty that our troops could fnutl upT^' 

and form the line, before they wcre P “ arm! 

■horfe, foot, and artillerv . upon all quarters by 

t, and artillery. As no time could be fpared for n ; ■ 

the tents, they, with the bagoa<r e we „ . f P f fckln S 
the chief objea of contort “ M T ' % "h fe « - 

jafs betwixt Colonel Owen and our maf ' P0M ° U ° f * e 
little more than one mile diftant. Detachmenf ^ ^ 
.both parties with the greateft celerity for this Wf T" fr0 ” 
nately effefted by ours, which foon brought on a dcT’ T 
engagement. Though preffed and rh* a ° ^ gCneral 

battalion of fepoys that had charge of 
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it But this difafter no fooner reached the ears of the European 
grenadiers under Captain Moore, than they, with the twenty-firft 
battalion of fepoys, made a revengeful daft to the rear, by winch 
they not only recovered the gun, but, with their fire and bayonets, 
gallantly laid one hundred and fifty of the enemy dead upon the fpot. 
By this the reft of the fepoys were much encouraged; and they having 
now got entirely within the defile, and clofe to the man army, 
which had upon the firft alarm moved to Colonel Owen’s ftpport, 
Hyder thought it in vain to continue the purfuit, and accordingly 
drew off his troops, much difgufted at his difappointmeat, for he 
had made himfclf hire of cutting off this detachment. Colonel 
Owen foon afterwards joined the main army, which encamped that 
eveninv at the village of Madowaddy, from whence a detach- 
ment was rent to bury the dead, which, with the wounded, 
amounted to three hundred rank and file, and feventeen European 

and native officers* 

1 cannot here help making the remark, that Colonel Owen 
had fufficient influence at head-porters to procure ample compen- 
fation to his officers for the lofs of their baggage upon this occafion, 
although thofe who fuftained an equal lofs under General Munro 
at Congeveram ftill remain negleded. No circumftances are fo 
likely to deprefs the fpirit of a foldier as an unjuft preference and 
groundlefs partiality. Thefe a prudent general will avoid, and a 
liberal mafter will defpife. — But to return to my detail : 
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Upon the 26th of October the General moved his camp to 
Tollipet, whiift a detachment was fent back to Trippafcre with the 
lick and wounded of the army* By the return of this party feventy 
ihoufand pagodas arrived fafely in camp from the Prefidency, 
which at fo diftrelflng a juncture was a very fealonable fupply; and 
Itrongly indicated that money at Fort St. George was in greater 
plenty than rice. This detachment had allb the good fortune 
upon its march back to feize feven hundred bullocks laden with 
fait, part of a large convoy that had been upon its way to Hyder’s 
-camp. A fortunate difeovery was alfo at this time made of an 
immenfe quantity of rice that had been hidden under ground, not 
far from the town of Pollipet ; which at lall enabled us, on the 
3d of November, to relieve the inconceivable diftrefs that Vellore 
had experienced for a confiderable time. During this march the 
enemy gave us very little trouble, though nothing lefs than another 
general adtion was expedted by 11s. 

Lord Macartney, from the time of his arrival -at Madras, was 
indefatigable in the difcharge of his public duty, I have already 
obferved that he had Hiked diredtions for the capture of all the 
inconliderable Dutch fadtories; in addition to which the liege of 
Negapatnam, their chief lettlement upon this coafl, was concerted, 
our fleet having blocked up both that place and Trinquamallee 
ever fince accounts had tranfpired of the Dutch war. 
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Sir Eyre Coote, for what reafon it is hard to determine, ftrongly 
remonft rated again# the fiege of Negapatnam at this feafon of the 
year; but Lord Macartney, heady in the profecution of a meafure 
fo important and pra&icable, earnehly requeued Sir Heftor Munro,. 
then waiting at Madras for a paffage to Europe, in a very valet J 
dinary hate, to undertake the fiege. The mind of this officer, 
fearing above the defpicabk cavilling fo common in the councils of 
Madras, eminently qualified him for the execution of any advan- 
tageous^ enterpnfe, and now induced him to acquiefce with his 
lordfhip’s entreaties, obferving that, ‘ if it was thought he could 

‘ bC ° f femCe ’ ke &ould cheerfully attempt it, though, in the 

4 hate of health in which he then was, it might be at the hazard 
‘ of his life.’ 


The fourth ern army, under Colonel Brathwate, had been or- 
dered to lay fiege to Negapatnam in conjunftion with the marines 
and feamen of the fquadron ; but, in conference of a mifunder- 
ftandmg between that officer, the Commander in Chief, and Lord- 
Macartney, nothing effeflual had been done. The garrifon likewife 
had by tins tune been ftrongly reinforced by a large detachment of 
Hyder Ally's troops, and confifted of feven thoufand fepoys and 
upwards ot fix hundred Europeans. Experienced engineers had 

a o or ome time been putting the fortifications in the beft poffible 
hate of defence. 
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Upon the 2 1 ft of October Sir He&or Munro, having taken- 
upon him the command of the fouthern army, fat down before the 
place ; and a detachment, confifling of four hundred and forty ma- 
rines and eight hundred teamen, commanded by by Captains T. 
Mackenzie, M‘Koy, and Reynolds, betides the battering cannon-, 
ammunition, and other implements for the tiege, were inftantly 
landed from our fquadron, with furprifing alacrity, in the midft of 
inconceivable fatigue* 

With this reinforcement the enemy’s lines and outworks were 
ftormed and carried on the night of the 29th with the greatefb 
brifknels and fpirit; after which the General gave immediate orders 
to break ground before the north face of the fort, which duty was 
executed by both foldiers and feamen with unexampled diligence 
and fuccefs-.. Sir Edward Hughes alfo, whole ardour in the fervice 
of his country was ever confpi'cuous, finding that his fhips could not 
be brought clofe enough to the fhore for a bombardment, thought 
proper to land, in order to concert meafures the more readily with 
Sir Heftor for the future operations of the fiege.. 

After a large battery of ten eighteen-pounders had been com- 
pleted within three hundred yards of the rampart, and a formidable 
breaching battery alfo conftrufted in another convenient fituation, 
the garrifoa was fummoned to furrender. The Dutch governor} 

■ y AyA . A A ■ ■ Ay A A.. AA'.'"'-- ■ pofitively 


pofitively refolved to Hand a fiege; and his troops, foon after the 
fummons, made two brifk failles from the fort, but were fmartly 
repulfed by the marines and feamen in our trenches. Meanwhile 
General Munro ordered the batteries to be opened.; which, by a 
furious difcharge, foon demolifhing the neareft baftton, tho Dutch 
commandant was induced to fue for a parley ; and an honourable 
capitulation was foon after agreed to, and figned upon the nth of 
November*. The fouthern army returned to its former ftation at 
Tanjore, where the command again devolved upon Colonel Brath- 
wate, and a veflel was immediately difpatched with the prifoners to 
Madras; the fortifications of Negapatnam, the citadel excepted, 
being in a fhort time afterwards entirely demolifhed, according to 
orders from the Prefidency. 

Thus were two of the moft formidable foreign garrifous upon 
the coaft of Coromandel erafed to the ground under the conduit 
and command of Major-general Sir Heitor Munro ; and what, to 
his honour as a man, will equal his reputation as a general, was his 
humane and magnanimous carriage towards thofe whom the fortune 
of war had placed within his power. The befieged and captive 
inhabitants of either place, inftead of having caufe to accufe him 
with the wanton commiflion of cruelties and injuftice— an im- 

* During the fiege about two hundred and fifty Europeans and three hundred 
blacks were killed and wounded. 
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peachment but too general and juft in this licentious country ! have 
echoed throughout the whole trad: of Alia the moft grateful pane- 
gyrics upon his benevolence, humanity, generality,, and good faith. . 

Sir Edward Hughes no fooner few this capitulation figned 
than he re-embarked his feamea and marines, with fome artillery, 
and about five hundred volunteer fepoys ; and pufhed on with his 
fquadron for Trinquamallee,, in the ifland of Celon.. 

Trinquamallee is rendered by nature one of the moft fpacious 
and commodious harbours in the Eaft. It is completely land- 
locked upon every fide, and large enough to contain the whole navy 
of Great Britain. The pofleflors of this place muft necefiarily 
command the whole coaft of Coromandel, as from Bengal to Cape 
Comorin it is the only place of fafety for fhips during the preva- 
lence of ftorms. In the monfoon fealbns, particularly, every veflel 
that cannot take refuge in this bafon muft proceed upon a long and 
dangerous voyage to Bombay or other ports upon the coaft of 
Malabar. Hence may be feen the importance to our nation of 
feizing this place in the beginning of a war, and,, if pofiible,. of 
ever afterwards retaining the poffeffion of it.. 

Sir Edward, well knowing the great convenience of this 
harbour for his naval operations, had ftationed a fixty-four gun ihip 
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10 bl ° ck l£ U P ever fmce the commencement of the fiege of Nega- 
patnam, and now he himfelf came before it with the whole of 
his fquadron. 


1 he entrance into this place is guarded by two forts ; the one 
•called Trinquamallee, and the other Ofnaburg; which are built 
upon the two extremities of a peninfula three miles in length. 
The fir ft is conftru&ed upon ground rather low, guarding "the 
neck ; and the fecond is placed upon an hill which fully com- 
mands the entrance of the harbour. 

Upon the 5th of January, 1782, the Admiral landed Lieute- 
nant Orr, with his company of marine grenadiers, who that nivht 
gallantly ftormed Fort Trinquamallee. Sir Edward, having reL 
creed the marines with fome companies of feamen under Captain 
John Gel], of the navy, who of courfe took the command, or- 
ered them next to proceed againft Fort Ofnaburg, which was 
immediately fummoned to ftrike the Dutch flag to the Engliih. 
n ere Lome frtendly letters paffed betwixt the Britith admiral and 
the Dutch commandant; who, it feems, before the commence- 
ment of the war, had been upon terms of friendly intercom* with 
each Other. The governor, Mr. Van Albert Homoed,' however, 

7 :t p”’ ‘ ^j h0Uld te f ° ri7 t0 forfcit Ap S«x>« 1 opinion either 
war Hughes or of his own country, by a bafe furrender 

‘ of 
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€ of the important charge with which he had the honour of being 
4 intruded, without firft being compelled to it by a fuperior force; 

6 and that he was confident Sir Edward himfelf was too much of 
‘ a patriot to entertain any other fentiments of one who had had 
‘ the good fortune to merit his friendfhip or in words nearly to 
that effedt. It may eafdy be imagined how much the generous 
feelings of the Britifh admiral were agitated by this noble reply ; 
but the ties of duty and of honour called upon him to eonfider the 
intereft of his lovereign as preferable to every other concern. The 
troops, therefore, were ordered to make an affault, in the morning 
of the nth, upon Fort Ofnaburg ; and accordingly the fferming 
party, compofed of four hundred and fifty feamen and marines, 
fupported by the reft of the detachment, made a movement at 
daylight towards the fort. The advanced guard, getting in unper- 
ceived at the embrafures of the lower fort, was immediately fol- 
lowed by the whole of the ftorming party, who foon drove the 
enemy from their works, and poffefled themfelves of the fort. 
The lofs, on either fide, was fmall ; ours amounting to no more 
than four officers, with about fixty marines and feamen, killed 
and wounded. Here Sir Edward refolved to remain with his 
fquadron during the monfoon feafon, having garrifoned the two 
forts with the detachment of volunteer fepoys and artillery, em- 
barked at Negapatnam, under the command of Captain Bonnevo. 
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Nothing could have been of more immediate confequence to 
the interefls of Britain, in the Eaft, than the reduction of thefe 
two Dutch garrifons fo early in the war. That of Negapatnam, 
in particular, was the origin of feveral favourable events. It put 
into our hands a very important key to the Tanjore country and 
other fouthern provinces; and in fome meafure contributed to 
bring about a reconciliation with the Polligars of Marawa and 
Tinavelly, who had been, through the machinations of Hyder 
Ally, in open rebellion againft the Company. 

The main army, under Sir Eyre Coote, after having relieved 
Vellore, were permitted to remain there for refrefhment for two or 
three days. That garrifon, like moft others in the Carnatic, is 
oonftruded in the form of a fquare, and' is furrounded by a re- 
markable broad and deep wet ditch, in which vaft numbers of 
alligators are carefully reared, that the pafiage may appear more 
terrific in the eyes of an enemy. Thefe are amphibious animals 
of great magnitude, and of the fame fpecies with the crocodile. 
I cannot here omit relating the lingular manner in which the inva- 
lids and old foldiers of Vellore amufe the gentlemen of the army, 
or others, when they vifit that place. Whenever they learn that 
the army is expected, they endeavour to colled all the ufelefs dogs 
and cats in the garrifon, which they fell, for one or two rupees each, 
to fuch gentlemen as delight in cruelties, who throw them into the 

ditch. 
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ditch, for the alligators to fnap at. Great numbers of thele vora- 
cious monitors immediately gather round the unfortunate victim, 
which is inftantly torn in pieces by them. Notwithflanding the 
imminent danger in being immerfed in this ditch, lome of thole 
old foldiers, for a bottle of arrack, will Itrip and fwim acrofs it, with 
a dagger in their hands, without fultaining any harm; which is a 
proof that thefe animals are lometimes to be intimidated by noife. 
A fepoy one day, walhing himfelf at the verge of this folfe, hap- 
pened carelefsly to let his turban drop into the water; in his at- 
tempt to recover which an alligator liezed him, and in an inftant 
his mutilated body appeared floating in different parts of the ditch. 
They are likewife very fwift upon dry ground, and have the fame 
difficulty in turning that the crocodile is faid to polfefs. An officer, 
going out one morning early to (hoot, in palling along the counter- 
icarp of this ditch, was fuddenly .purlued by one of thefe animals 
that had been balking upon a bank, and would certainly have been 
overtaken had he not had the prefence of mind to jump quickly 
alide, and fhoot him in the turning. 

The army, being reinforced by Colonel Laing with one 
hundred European grenadiers from Vellore, proceeded to the attack 
of Chittore, which made a gallant defence for fome days, hut capi- 
tulated upon a breach being effe&ed in the rampart. The ninth 
battalion of fepoys, under Captain Lamotte, was left there as a 

L 1 2 garrifon ; 
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garrifon; but fo perfuaded were the difcerning part of our army 
that this place muft foon fall again into the poUeffion of the enemy, 
that many of the officers left letters with thofe of the ninth batta- 
lion, to be delivered to their friends in prifon at Seringapatnam, 
and other places under Hyder, when that probable event ffiould 
take place. Here Captain Tippet of the engineers, a valuable and 
experienced officer, was killed by a random (hot, and the General 
received a flight contufion in the neck from the fplinter of a ftone, 
which the ffiot had raifed as he was reconnoitering. 

Whilft we were laying fiege to Chittore, Tippo Sahib 
marched again# Captain Temple, who had been left with a few 
heavy guns and his battalion of fepoys to proted fome baggage that 
remained behind at Pollipet, and to look out for more grain in the 
abfence of the army. But he and his fepoys were foon forced to 

difperfe themfelves amongft the hills, and relinquiffi their charge 
to the enemy. 

der, finding himfelf thus attacked in a country inacceffible 
to his main force (the cavalry), thought that the mo# eligible plan 
to draw our attention from this cpiarter was to lay liege to Trip— 
pafore, which partly had the deiired effed; for Tippo Sahib no 
fooner moved from Pollipet, and opened his guns again# that place, 
than Sir Eyre, from that and other motives, marched back by the 
5 Pollams, 
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Pollams, where Captain Temple and his battalion rejoined the 
line, and on the 20th of November came .out through Naggary 
pais, when the army was overtaken by a violent monfoon-ftorm of 
wind and rain, which, by overflowing the paflurage, occafioned the 
lofs of a vafl: number of our cattle, and gave fuch a ihock to the 
feeble conftitutions of the Indians, that no lefs than fix hundred 
fouls periihed upon the banks of the Trippafore, through fatigue 
and hunger, before the water had fufficiently abated to admit of 
croffing the river. 

Tippo now railed the fiege of Trippafore and retired to Arcot, 
from whence he and his father, as was expected, immediately 
marched and finifhed this campaign with the recapture of Chittore, 
and the conqueft of the ninth battalion of fepoys; which, after 
having honourably capitulated, was, to the fhame of Indian faith, 
denied the privileges of that facred engagement. 

About this time propofals were made to Hyder for an 
exchange of our Europeans for about one thoufand of his black 
troops that had been taken in fort Trippafore. This haughty 
Chief returned for anfwer, ‘ That he knew better than to exchange 
‘ European prifoners for a fet of daftardly fcoundrels, whofe heads, 
‘ to a man, when they returned to him, he would affuredly chop 

‘ off.* 
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*■ off. Upon which moft of them were difmiffed, as we had not 
provisions for their fupport. 

The monfoon feafon being now fairly fet in, the army 
received orders, on the 2d of December, to break up their camp 
on the Cocolore plain, and march into cantonments in the environs 
of Madras; and Hyder Ally having done the fame in Arcot, the 
campaign of 1781 was thus brought to a conclufion. 
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CAMPAIGN of 1782. 


LETTER XV, 

Madras, December 1782. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I rejoice to find, by your laft favour, that the plan 
which I have adopted of tranfmitting to England one general letter 
at the conclufion of each campaign meets with your approbation 
as fhort and unconnected communications, fent at different periods, 
might not only tend to break the thread of my narrative, but alfo 
to render the information which I am enabled to give lefs perfect 
and particular. I now refume the detail of warlike difcord in this 
quarter of the globe, and commence the prefent letter at the 
period which marked the conclufion of my lafL 

Our army muttered much about the fame force in the 
beginning of the prefent campaign as it did when the latt ended. 

The 
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The objeS of our firft movement was the relief of Vellore, which 
had been conftantly blocked up by the enemy, and had almoft 
expended the fupply of three months rice, which the army had 
with great difficulty thrown into it at the clofe of the preceding 
campaign. The garrifon of Vellore, being now the only key that 
remained in our poffeffion to the paffes leading into the enemy’s 
country, became an objeCt of the utmoft importance to us. In 
order, therefore, to facilitate its relief, the army, whilftit remained 
in winter- quarters, had been chiefly employed in efcorting grain 
to Pondamalee and Trippafore, garrifons conveniently fituated upon 
the intended route it was to take. 

Hyder, being conftantly upon the watch to guard againft 
the relief of Vellore, was foon apprifed of our deftination, and with 
his whole force prepared to receive us within a few miles of that 
place. 

Sir Eyre Coote chafe to march the army thither by the Sho- 
langur road, in order to have its right flank, as we advanced with 
the convoy, covered by the Pollam hills ; and Hyder, having taken 
poft oppofite to a large tank bordering upon a morafs, through 
which our route neceflarily lay, ufed all his efforts, when we 
reached that fpot, to clog our heels and cut off the effort ; but 
luckily the hills afforded us fuch protection that all his endeavours 

proved 
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proved ineffectual, and \vc relieved the garriion of Vellore upon 
the 1 1 til of January, with fix months rice; having loft three fub^ 
alterns, and about leventy men killed and wounded, during the 
Ikirmifhes which we had had upon the march. 

This dii'appointment exafperated Hvder Ally to fuch a degree 
that he rcfolved to lay a formidable fnare for us upon our return to 
the Prefidency. He accordingly gave orders for three fluices to 
be opened in the bank of the aforementioned tank or pond, through 
which the water foon overflowed the adjacent {lough of about five 
hundred yards in breadth, and it being afterwards trampled down 
by his horfe became almoft impaflable for infantry. At the diftance of 
a cannon-fhot, and oppoilte to this morafs, was a femicircle of riling 
ground, that extended to about a mile in length ; upon which were 
placed large batteries of twenty-four pounders, befides his field- 
artillery, cautioufly malked by thickets and brufh.wood, all point- 
ing dire&ly into the flough. Only a few columns of horfe were 
brought in view, having drawn up the reft of his line behind the 
fame cover ; and in this manner he. waited our approach. 

On the 13th we departed from Vellore, and, returning by the 
fame road, without the leaft fulpicion of theft: hoflile preparations, 
our line entered the flough, which it was permitted quietly to 
pals, until the European brigade, then nearly in the centre, had 
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got quite entangled in the mud. Upon this Hyder let fly a fignal 
rocket for the batteries to play, and in an inftant upwards of fifty 
guns furioufly opened upon us ; but our troops, being well inured to 
thefe fudden aflaults, fhewed uncommon firmnefs upon this occa- 
fion, and, with great regularity and brifknefs, puffied forward and 
formed upon the other fide. Hyder’s defign being thus fruftrated, 
he drew off his guns after exchanging feme Ihots with the Britifh 
line, and retreated under the walls of Arcot with his ufual a&ivity, 
leaving us in the evening to continue our march unraolefted to 
Pondamalee, where we arrived upon the 20th ; having loff upon 
this expedition fix officers and about thirty Europeans, with one 
hundred fepoys killed and wounded** 

■ I : 

The fquadron and force which had failed from England for 
the attack of the Cape of Good Hope, under Commodore John- 
fton and Major-general Meadows, had been ordered, after they had 
judged that place to be impracticable, to proceed to India, under the 
direction of Commodore Alms. This fleet having met with fevere 

* F or the fatisfa&ion of my Highland friends, I take this opportunity of com- 
memorating the fall of John Mackay^ alias Bonn, a corporal in the feventy-third regi- 
ment, fon to Robert Bonn, the famous Highland bard, whofe Angular talent for the 
beautiful and extemporaneous compofition of Gaelic poetry was held in fuch efteem 
by the Highland Society. This fon of the bard has frequently revived the drooping 
fpirits of his countrymen upon the march, by fmging in a pleafant manner the humo- 
rous and lively productions of his father. He was killed by a cannon-ball on the 13th, 
and on the fame evening was interred by his diiconfolate comrades with all the honours 
of war. 


weather 
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weather oft the coaft: of Arabia, as it was fleering for Bombay, 
and Commodore Alms thinking his voyage might become too 
tedious for rendering the fervice requifite upon the coaft of Coro- 
mande! at this critical period, judicioufly felefted four men of war, 
and his befl Ailing tranfport, with feven hundred of the ninety- 
eighth regiment on board, under Lieutenant-colonel Fullarton; and, 
accompanied by Major-general Meadows, pufhed forward to Trim 
quamalee, where he very opportunely joined Sir Edward Hughes’s 
iquadron In the beginning of February* 


All the reft of the tranfports and troops, excepting the forty- 
lecond regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Norman Macleod, 
arrived foon afterwards at Bombay, from whence they immediately 
failed for the Coromandel coaft ; but Lieutenant-colonel Humberfton 
Mackenzie, who commanded the divifion, finding that, fbould 
that plan be purfued, they were likely to fall into the hands of the 
French, judged it more expedient to make a diverfion upon the 
Malabar coaft in favour of the general caufe. He accordingly dis- 
embarked his troops at Callicut upon the 1 8th of February, & which 
confifted of part of the ninety-eighth regiment, four independent 

companies, and the hundredth regiment; making in all about one 
thoufand effe&ive men. 
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A fhort time preceding this we had alio accounts from the 
Malabar coaft of a fuccefsful My having been made by the garri- 
fon of Tillicherry, under the dire&ion of Major Abingdon of the 
Company’s fervice, in which Hyder Ally’s nephew, named Surdar 
Cawn, who conduced the fiege, his whole family and feraglio, 
with fifteen hundred fepoys, were made prifoners the Major 
having likewife. taken fifty guns and thirteen elephants, befides 
Horfes, and a quantity of military ftores. By this event the enemy 
was forced to raze a fiege which had lafted for the fpace of almoft 
two years. 

The garrifon of Callicut foon afterwards furrendered to Major 
Abingdon, in which were found one hundred pieces of cannon, 
with many other valuable ftores; but, upon Colonel Humberfton’s 
arrival, the command on that coaft of courfe devolved upon him, 
and great part of Major Abingdon’s troops were foon ordered to 
join his little army in the field. 

The profperity which now dawned upon us was foon overcaft 
by an unexpe&ed event. A formidable fleet of French men of 
war and tranfports having anchored off Pollicat on the 7th of 
February, the natural conclufion now was, that the garrifon of 
Madras was about to be befieged ; and, though the army was at this 
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time clofe in its environs, there feemed but little profpect of repelling 
with fuccefs fuch a powerful force, both by fea and land, as our 
fquadron was at that time abfent at Trinquamallee. The confter- 
nation into which we were thrown by this unexpeded incident 
was, however, next day in feme meafure alleviated by the fudden 
appearance of Sir Edward Hughes’s fleet, which, as was faid before, 
having been luckily reinforced by Commodore Alms’s divifion, 
now amounted to nine line of battle flips, one frigate and a firefhip. 
On that night the Britifh fquadron anchored abreaft of the fort, 
and the merchant veffels and fmall craft were ordered to draw 
clofer in towards the Ihore, and place themfelves under cover ; Sir 
Edward, in the mean time, taking on board his fleet three hundred 
officers and men of the ninety-eighth regiment, to aft as marines. 

The French fquadron was commanded by the Chevalier de 
Suffrein, and confifted of twelve flips of the line, four frigates, 
one bomb, and one cutter, fix captured veffels, and eight , large 
armed tranfports, with three thoufand land troops on board, under 
the command of Monfi Duchemin. On their voyage to this 
country they were fo fortunate as to fall in with and overpower 
the Hannibal of fifty guns, commanded by Captain Chriftie, coming 
from England with difpatches, which veffel is included in the 
French lift of the line fpecified above. 

Early 
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Early hr the morning of the i jth the whole of the French 
eet were perceived to be under way, fleering towards the Road, 
of Madras, with a ftrong fea-breeze in their favour j and about two 
O clock m the afternoon they drew up and anchored in a line of 
battle a-breaft, at the diftance of about a league from the Britifl, 
iquadron, when they held a council of war. 

Three hours had stapled insthis pofition, each party anxioufly 
awaiting the event, and flattering itfelf with the fanguine hope of 
a tuccefsful and decifive combat ; but it appeared that the prevail- 
■ng opinion in the council of war, which had been held on board 
tie .Mench Admiral’s fliip, condemned the attack of Sir Edward 
Hughes’s fquadron whilft at anchor, as had been iirflintended , 
and even determined that every attack whatever was, if poffible, to 
be avoided, until the land troops could be difembarked in feme 
convenient place, where they might form a junffion with Hyder 

Ally Cawn, this being their principal objeft in appearing at prefent 
upon the Coromandel coaft 


They accordingly weighed again and flood to the fouthward 
when Sir Edward, determined not to lofe fight of his enemy.’ 
made the fignal to flip and chafe, and quickly followed them with 
hts inferior force. At day-light next morning he found that the 
enemy’s flips had feparated in the night; the men of war bearing 

eaftward 


■# 
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eaflward of him, and the frigates and tranlports fouth-weft, fleerin'* 
apparently for Pondicherry. To the latter the Britiffi Admiral 
judicioufly gave chafe, and captured fix fail of ffiips and veflels, 
five of which had been taken from us to the northward of Madras, 
and the fixth was the Laurifton, a tranfport, captured by the 
Ms, Captain Lumley, which contained many French officers, with 
three hundred men of the regiment of Laufanne, and was bfefides 
deeply laden with a valuable cargo of military ftores. 

The French fleet, in their endeavour to fave their tranfports, 
neceflarily clofed with ours, and, on the afternoon of the x 7th, a 
hot aftion enfued off Sadras; which, though not decifive, was 
highly honourable to Sir Edward, and well fought upon 
both tides. 

Our fquadron, having fuffered confiderably, proceeded for a 
temporary repair to Trinquamallee, and from thence fpeedily 
returned to Madras. In our fleet there were only one hundred and 
twenty-feven men killed and wounded.. Among the former were 
Captains Stevens of the' Superb and Reynolds of the Exeter; 
biave officers, both greatly lamented by their gallant commander. 

Meanwhile Tippo Sahib, with an army of twenty thouland horfe 
and foot, and twenty guns, accompanied by Monf. Lally and four 
* hundred 
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hundred French Soldiers, having entered the Tanjore country to 
raife contributions, unexpectedly furrounded a . detachment of the 
foutherri army, commanded by Colonel Brathwate,. confifting of 
two; thoufand infantry, three hundred horfe, and thirteen guns, 
which had encamped at the village of Combiconum, near the banks 
of the Coleroon; a place that till then had been deemed perfectly 
fecure from furprife. But T"ippo Sahib foon convinced the Colonel 
that an enterprifmg fpirit can conquer every difficulty. The 
detachment was furioufly attacked upon all quarters, and firft 
endeavoured to make good their retreat to Tanjore ; but, finding 
that meafure impracticable, a defperate battle enfued. The Britifh 
troops fought with uncommon gallantry, but were finally over- 
powered by the impetuofity of frefh numbers conftantly pouring in 
upon them, and a dreadful (laughter took place, in which the 
enemy’s horfe exercifed their wonted cruelties to fuch a degree, that, 
had it not been for the generous interference of the French, fcarce 
a man would have efcaped with his life. 

This action lafted for the (pace of twenty-fix hours before the 
Britifh troops were wholly vanquifhed. Of twenty officers belong- 
ing to the detachment, twelve were killed and wounded ; in which 
latter number was Colonel Brathwate, who difplayed great compo- 
sure and gallantry upon this trying occafion, as did Lieutenant 
Sampfon, commanding the corps of cavalry ; and indeed every 

other 


other officer of the party. All the fepoys were either cut to pieces 
or difperfecl. The fouthern army was fo weakened by this un- 
fortunate, difafter as to be incapable, for fome time afterwards, of 
appearing openly in the field. 

Upon this fignal victory Tippo Sahib marched forthwith to 
Porto Nova, where moft of the French fquadron had put in after 
the laft action, in a very fhattered condition, having had a great 
part of their convoy difperfed. All the infantry and marines of 
their fleet were now difembarked, and joined Tippo Sahib’s army 
on the xoth of March ; who, with this reinforcement, immediately 
marched againfl the garrifon of Cuddalore, which capitulated, by- 
orders from the Prefidency, without a (hot being fired. 

This being done, and Monf. Suffrein having given a flight 
repair to his fhips, the French fleet failed with the utmofl expe- 
dition to Battacolo, a port in the ifland of Celon; from whence a 
frigate was difpatched to Point de Galle (their appointed rendez- 
vous) in quell of their difperfed tranfports, which foon rejoined 
them at the former place. The Bellona frigate was alfo fent upon 
a cruife to the northward of Madras, where the took from us the 
Chafer floop of war with many valuable traders. 
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The Britifh fquadron was a£ this time luckily reinforced by 
the Sultan and Magnanime fliips of the line, with a convoy of 
Indiamen from England, which had brought out with them Sea- 
forth’ s regiment, confiding of one thoufand Highlanders-. 

Sir Edward Hughes having now equipped his fleet entirely 
to his with; for the India fliips that had juft arrived fpared him a 
greater portion of feamen than had been loft in the laft aftion ; and, 
having taken on board the remainder of the ninety-eighth regiment 
to complete his marines, again fallied forth in queft of the enemy. 

Major-general Meadows, who had now been a fufficient 
length of tune at Madras to difcover- all the anarchy and diflention 
which prevailed in that Prefidency, plainly faw that little military 
fame could be acquired under fuch inconfftent management, and 
therefore refolved to return home by the firft opportunity ; but, 
until a veflfel could be found that was defined for Europe, the 
General chofe to accompany Sir Edward Hughes as a volunteer 
upon this cruife. d-d dd.dddd- ; -'--dddd;dd' 

: , d:' d ■; \ v r ; - . ~ ' . ' ■ - / . 
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The Britifh admiral fortunately fell in with the French fleet 
off Trinquamallee, juft as they had fet fail from Batacolo, with the ' 
intention of landing the reft of their troops upon the continent of 
5 - India. 


India. This happened on the 9th of April; and on the r 2 fh, 
during which interval the fleets never loft fight of each other, a 
truly memorable and bloody battle enfued, which reflected the 
brighteft glory on both their commanders. In this aaion, - pefhaps 
the hotteft in which the navies of either country were ever 
engaged, each flfip ftrove to excel its opponent in feats of defpefate 
heroifm, particularly the two on board of which the refpedtive flag of 
each admiral was displayed ; for, at piftol-fhot diftance, fuch was the 
effedt of their inceflant and deftructive fire, that the very lea for a 1 
confiderable fpace around them was perfectly becalmed. The Eritifh 
admiral at laft perceived that the fire of the French Hero confi- 
derably ftackened, upon which he gave orders to board her ; but his 
gallant defign was inftantly fruftrated by a dreadful explofion on 
the forecaftle of the Superb, occafioned by the carelefliiefs of a 
midfhipman, by which no lefs than feventy perfons were unfortu- 
nately deftroyed. Yet fuch was the ardour of his tars upon the 
lower decks, that they continued, without intermiflion, to thunder 
upon the French Hero; which, by that time completely fileneed 
and greatly difabled, was taken off by her feconds. Thus, neither 
party being willing to yield the ftnalleft advantage to the other, 
they continued the daughter until the fall of night put an end to 
the conteft; which, from their equality in proweft, though not 
in numbers, was left undecided. In the Britifh fleet one hundred 

' and 
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tod thirty-feven. men were killed, and four hundred and thirty 

... - J 

wounded. 


In a fituation. the moft difabled and impotent, both fquadrons 
dropped anchor nearly on the fpot where the action had been fought, 
within random fhot of each other; but fuch Had' been the dreadful 
nature of the preceding conflict, that neither feemed inclined to renew 
it. Their Ihips greatly Shattered, and men overpowered by fatigue, 
there feemed to be for a time a mutual and tacit cefiation to enmity. 
In this manner both fleets lay till the morning of the 19th, when 
the enemy’s got under fail, and made a kind of offer to renew the 
action ; but, perceiving the Britifh prepared for their reception, they 
flood off to the eaftward towards Battacolo to refit ; and Sir Edward 

' * * *> , U f : 1 f j ' '' ' : ■; .... ' , ' , >.. , . ■ . _,v J . 

Hughes, in a few days afterwards, entered Trinquamallee harbour 
with a fimilar intent. When General Meadows returned to Ma- 
dras he fpoke in the higheft terms of the Britifh Admiral’s cool 
and deliberate intrepidity. a 


A dreadful ficknefs foon after this prevailed in the fquadron,- 
which obliged Sir Edward to remain about two months at Trin- 
quamallee; during which period Monf. Suffreih, after having 
refitted, and finding his' fquadron fall fhort of provifions, failed to 

' .ft \ r ■ ^y . ; . . 

Trinquabar, where three Dutch Indiamenhad arrived from Battavia 

with 


with rice and other neceffaries, and from thence proceeded to Cud- 
dalore, where he remained for fome time meditating the attack of 
Negapatnam. 

A. ; f '■ ./ S ■ C : i’OYj Ik fly; p’f: v "i , ■ . . '■ h ‘ 

About this period a tranfa&ion pafled, which raifed great 
difguft in the minds of the Britifli army, and drew forth their 
reproaches again ft thofe whom they conftdered as the caufe of the 
fubfequent diftrefles of many of their gallant countrymen. From 
the number of feamen which the French fquadron had at different 
times captured in our traders and other veflels, particularly in the 
Hannibal man of war, and Fortitude Indiaman, Monk Suffrein was 
greatly at a lofs both for provifions and quarters for his prisoners-, 
which induced him to folicit for an exchange with u-s, who had 
then about three hundred French foldiers in our cuftodv at Madras ; 
he at the fame time candidly declaring, that other wife he fhould 
be under the neceffity of delivering them up in. charge to his 
Miforian allies. It appeared, however, that the unanimity requiflte 
to effect a buftnefs, even of this trivial importance, did not fublift 
between the members of the Council and Commander of the army' 
at Madras; and it confequently became the fate of upwards of three 
hundred Britifh fubjecls, like too many others before them, to be 
immured in the prifons of Bangalore, and other garrifons in the 
Mi fore country, which, to our fliame be. it ..laid, were by this time 
teeming with Britifli captives. It is impofftble to fay, without a 

ferious 
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ferious inveftigation, which it certainly merits, again ft whom the 
odium of this disgraceful bufmefa ought to be chiefly directed. To 
have fallen, by the unavoidable fate of war, into the hands of an 
enemy was a fufficient misfortune ; but that thofe poor fellows 
fhould, through the negleft or defign of jfchcir cohiitrymeh, be 
thrown into fuch miferable captivity, was an, aggravation that 
roufed the warmeft refentment of, every feeling hearts 

■ ■■ • • . •' - * ■■ ■ ■ * • " : : ' : , ; ■ .• 
Ply dei was no fooner apprifed of Monf. SufFrein’s fquadron 
being at Cuddalore than he marched his army down from Arcot 
to the Red-hills of Pondicherry, where he was joined by all the 
French troops, and amufed himfelf by laying fiege to Permacoil; 
which, from the mutinous ftate of the garrifon, and the fcarcity 
of provisions and water, capitulated in a few weeks ‘after it was 
belieged. • 

The Council of Madras having conceived that the movements 
of the main army, under General Coote, were to be entirely regu- 
lated by the fuccefs of our fquadron ; or, rather, being apprehenfive 
of their own fafety in its abfence? caufed it to remain for three 
whole months at St. Thomas s Mount in a ftate of lhameful in- 
activity, at a time* when, by .a march to Porto Nova, it might have 
oppofed the junaion of the French forces with Tippo Sahib, or at 
any rate prevented the fall of Permacoil and Cuddalore. Em, 

inftead 
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inftead of rendering thefe eflential fervices, its whole employment, 
during this alarming period, confifted in the efcorting of rice to 
the garrifon of Chingliput, in order to facilitate 5 a circuit which 
afterwards took place, without anfwering the leaft good purpofe ; 
and indeed it was vain to expeft any thing but fruitlefs expeditions 
from an army fo opprefied by followers and baggage, and which 
never could carry with it into the field, at any one time, more than 
a month’s provifions. 

At laft General Coote, after being joined in the end of April 
by the leventy-eighth, or Seaforth’s regiment of Highlanders, about 
eight hundred ftrong, advanced fouth by Carangooly and Vande- 
wafh towards the confederates, who were then encamped upon the 
Red-hills of Pondicherry. 

This was -ihejfirH: trial which the feventy- eighth regiment had 
had of Oriental marching, and they confequently fuflfered feverely. 
Their diftrefles reminded me. much of thofe which our own corps 
experienced upon a like occafion in the march of Auguft 1780' to 
Congeveram. By dear-bought experience, however, thofe that" 
now: remained of the feventy-third regiment were well inured with 
the climate, very feldom ever dropping a man behind; which enabled 
ua upon thefe ocoafions to. extend ,our fympathy and affiftahee to our 
finking, and oppreffed countrymen. They, like, all other inxpe- 
. - : . . , ■ . rienced 
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ricncedfoldiers, were not contented with limply moiftening their 
months', but eagerly fwallowed immetife quantities of bad water 
in the heat of perforation, which was fpeedily productive of the 
mod: fetal effects : for, out of feven hundred that might parade in 

... _ ' ' _ ■ : '■"< j ' ; >f 

good Ipirits at day-break in the morning, fcarcely one hundred 

were to be feen ftanding by their colours when the army encamped 

■ ' ; : r ; f ■ ; ' ; 

m the evening, every gun and cart in the line being loaded with 
their lick. This regiment was compofed of men finewy and 
robuft, which rendered them much more fufceptible of the fun’s 
violence than thole of a more {lender habit. 

On the fecond day’s march from Vandewalh we got a full 
view of the enemy, whenr the General thought it advifeable to 
make a diverfion in order to feparate the allies, and, if podible, to 
draw them from the commanding grounds, which they then 
poffeffed, to a lefs advantageous fituation. For this purpofe he 
iuddenly changed his route to the weft, and next night encamped 
before the fort of Chitaput; feemiagly with the intention of 
attacking that garrifon, which had immediately the delired effe£t ; 
for Hyder no fooner heard of the courfe which we had taken than 
he came quickly to its relief, leaving his French allies behind him. 

General Coote upon this ftruck off further to the weft for the 
garrifon of Arne, which gave ftill greater alarm to Hyder, as we 


now 


now feemed to have a defign again!! his principal magazine and 
treafury. This caufed him to redouble his expedition in the pur- 
fuit ; and upon the 2d of June, about three miles frorp that fort, 
his advanced parties came up with our rear-guard, commanded by 
Lieutenant-colonel Elphirifton of the feventy-third regiment, and 
opened upon it full twenty pieces of cannon, which were quickly 
followed by all the guns of his army. Colonel Elphinfton main- 
tained his ground with his ufual lpirlt and intrepidity, until the 
General had formed the army into a fingle line, by caufing the 
troops to face about, and file off to the left of the rear battalion; he 
having at the fame time polled a brigade of infantry, and the cavalry, 
under Lieutenant-colonel Owen, to protect the baggage in our 
rear ; and in this manner the cannonade became general and warm 
upon both fides. , ; ' 

The Britilh line was no fooner formed than it made a rapid 
advance upon the enemy’s guns. At this aufpicious moment a 
beautiful antelope was perceived bounding in full fpeed from right 
to left between the two armies; a circumftance that, in ancient 
days, would have been accounted an omen ; and, by a Roman gene- 
ral, turned to fome material advantage in an army where fuperflition 
pi elided lo much as in ours. The Milorians foon retreated and 
renewed the cannonade, whilll the Britilh were forced to halt 
until Lieutenant- colonel Owen Ihould come up with that unwieldy 
G;- . Q 0 mais 
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mafs of baggage, which always retarded our moft important oper-, 
ations. This being done, we advanced again upon the enemy at a 
quick pace, who inftantly retreated acrofs the river of Arn£ ; but 
they were fo ciofely puffued by the Britifh forces, that feven 
tumbrils, which had got entangled in the bed of the river,' foon 
became a prize to the fpirited and manly exertions of the Honour- 
able Captain James Lindfay of the feventy-third regiment. He, 
perceiving a battalion of the enemy’s fepoys endeavouring to extri- 
cate the tumbrils, judicioufly concluded, that, in order to capture 
them, time was not to be loft in fending for orders ; and accord- 
ingly pufhed forward to them with the greateft celerity at the 
head of his grenadier company ,.fupported by the reft of the feventy- 
third, under Major George Mackenzie * and, difperftng the Mifo- 
rians, quickly made the tumbrils his prize. This bold pulh 
encouraged a battalion of Bengal fepoys upon the left, imme- 
diately after, to make an attempt of the fame nature upon 
one of the enemy’s guns, which they perceived before them 
in a like predicament, and which was alfo feized. General 
Coote feeing both thefe corps in pUrfuit of the fugitives, and 
that their ardor was not to be reftrained, ordered to their fupport 
the reft of the European grenadiers, the light infantry, and a 
regiment of cavalry with feme guns, which, when united, pur- 
fued the enemy a little further, and then returned to the line; 
when the General highly commended Captain Lindfay’s gallantry, 

although 
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although he had a&ed without orders ; and alfo thanked the 
Bengal fepoys, and thofc by whom the affailants had been io 
well fupported. , , 

’ ' : " ‘ „ ’ * ' : ‘ . ■ : r 

It is but juftice to mention that in this aftion fell Meer Sally t 
black commandant of the fourth battalion of Madras fepoys, whofe 
attachment to the Company, and whofe bravery and experience in 
military affairs, were univerfally refpefted and admired- This 
valuable officer fell a facrifice to that fpirit of predefiination which 
univerfally prevails atnongft Mahomedans. He 'was requeued to 
ftand out of the way of a random fhot that was coming directly 
towards his battalion, which he fcornfully refufed to do, faying 
ii Let God's will be done," and he was inftantly killed. General 
Coote teftified his good opinion of this brave man, by immediately 
appointing his brother, who ■ was an inferior officer in the fame, 
corps, to fucceed him in his command. About one hundred and 
fifty officers and privates were killed and wounded in this affair. 

The Britiffi army encamped that night upon the field of 
battle, and next day fat donca before Arne, with m intent to 
befiege it; but, after making a few oftentatious evolutions before 
that place, the fcarcity of grain forced us expeditioufly back 

to Madras. - ... . . ... .... . . „ ■ 
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At the village of Niddingull, upon our return from Arne, the 
imprudence of a zealous though unexperienced officer, oppoled to 
the -artifice and craft of Hyder, Ally, cccafioned the lofs of our 
grand guard by a mafterly pf the latter ; who, upon 

this occafion, • difplayed, an uncommon ffiare of addrefs. After 
having pitched our tents, and Rationed all the outpofrs in, the 
environs of our camp, the ( troops began to refreffi themfelves in 
their ufual unconcerned manner, when fdyder Ally, with three 
thoufand of ; his hell horfe, came quietly to reconnoitre the camp 
directly oppofite to the grand-guard, which was then underarms, 
and confifted of one regiment of black cavalry, two guns, and one 
hundred infantry, frrongly potted at the lkirt of a wood, a little 
way in front of our army. Hyder had no fooner feen their polition 
than he threw in fight two or three loaded elephants and camels to 
attract their attention, keeping his main body of horfe concealed in 
the woods behind. This bait had the defired effeft, for the officer 
was induced to quit his poft without hcfitation, and advance with 
his whole guard to feize the imaginary prize. Hyder ’s horfe 
immediately juffied out of their concealments ; and, notwithfrand- 
ing tne .gallant defence which they made, the whole party were 

in an infract cut in pieces. - , 

A . - * . : ; .. . , 
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After fuftaining this heavy lofs we proceeded to Vandewaffi, 
where fome frores and ammunition had been left ; and on the 20th 
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of June reached the Mounts, when it appeared by the cafualty- rolls 
of the army that about ohe hundred and fifty had been killed and 
wounded at Arne ; and that, from the extreme heat and fatigue of 
marching; Seaforth’s corps had loft one hundred and fifty privates 
and two officers. To this nUmber tnay alfo be added the three 
hundred that formed’ the grand-guard, making in all fix: hundred 
fighting men loft upon this fruitlefs excurfiom 

Monf. Suffrein, being well acquainted with the fickly ftate of : 
our fquadron at TrinqUamallee, determined to avail himfelf of that 
misfortune by laying fiege to Negapatnam, and by that means 
get to pofleffion of our principal key to the Tanjore country; but 
Sir Edward Hughes, having apprehenfions of fuch a defign, had 
moved to Negapatnam road in the end of the preceding month.. . 

: ■■ ■ ■■-t/ * I ^ b ha'v-u/a .yl'- ^ •r'i; ,■ ; 

On the 5th of July, the French fquadron, confifting of twelve 
ffiips of the line befides frigates, came in fight of the Britifh, then 
•lying at anchor in Negapatnam road. The latter inftantly weighed 
and flood towards the enemy. On the following morning a very 
warm engagement enfued, ih which the Admirals of both fleets 
fet a valiant and animating example to their refpedive followers. 
Ours was well fupported ; and, having the wind in his favour,, foon 
broke the French line: in the reforming of which Monf. Suffrein 
difplayed prodigies of gallantry ; for, whilft he engaged His- enemy" 
on one fide, he was feen difeharging his guns from the other 


upon 
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upon thofe fhips of his own fquadron which had quitted the line in 
difobedience to his orders. 


The French admiral, from the mifcondud of fome of his 
captains, was forced at length to withdraw from the fight, and 
pufh for Cuddalore roads ; and, had Sir Edward Hughes’s fignals for 
the chafe been properly obferved, this might have proved a very 
decifive a&ion. The Severe, of fixty-four guns, had actually ftruck 
her flag to the Sultan, Captain Watt, and had for fome time lain 
under her ftern ; but, whilft the latter was wearing to join the 
Britifh admiral, her prize made fail and regained her own fleet. 
This fhip was formally demanded from Monf. Suffrein on the 
following day; but to this requifition he returned an evafive 
arifwer, faying that the enflgn of the Severe had been £hot away 
by accident, not hauled down by defign. Here Sir Edward 


Hughes had another gallant and experienced officer killed bv 

«/ 

his fide — Captain Maciellan, of the Superb, whofe fall was 

univerfally lamented. , J ' ; ■; 


Our fleet, which had fuffered but little upon this occafion, 
either in killed or wounded, returned to Negapatnam; which was 
no fooner known at the Prefidency of Madras than the Sceptre, of 
fixty-four guns, juft arrived from England, and the St. Carlos armed 
fhip, loaded with ftores and recovered feamen, were difpatched 
thither, that no time might be loft by the Britifh admiral in pur- 

ftiing 
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firing the advantages which he had gained. But Sir Edward, not 
expe&ing fuch alacrity in the forwarding of his views, and finding 
that his fhips were in want of ftores of evpry kind, judged it 
proper to return immediately to Madras for a fupply, where he 
continued refitting till the 20th of Auguft. . By his movement 
from Negapatnam the other two drips miffed the fleet; and in 
their return to Madras narrowly gfoaped being taken by three 
French men of war, that had kept a clofe purfuit after them the 
greateft part of the way. 

Sir Edward, finding that he could not get his fquadron fo expe- 
ditioufly equipped as he expeded, detached in the mean time the 
two bed; failing fhips of his fleet, with two hundred men from 
the forty-fecond and feventy- eighth regiments, commanded by 
Captain Hay Macduel of the former, to reinforce Trinquamallee, 
who confequently fuperfeded Captain Bonnevo of the Company’s 
fervice, that had been left there with the fepoys to put the forti- 
fications in repair. This detachment arrived fafely at Celon, and 
the fhips rejoined Sir Edward Hughes on the 12th of Auguft, 
having been chafed great part of the way back by a divifion o£ 
the French fleet. .v ;' a 

/ \ ''V' : ■ ■ ' ^ ; v ~ :/ -v .WW T/Hv ^ 
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Upon Captain Macduel’s arrival at Trinquamallee, he found 
the two forts , but particularly the lower one ? in lb weak a ftate 
of defence that the labour of fome months was requifite to< 


render- 
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render them in any degree tenable ; and, what was ftill worfe, the 
ftores and ammunition were fo injudicioufly diftributed, that the 
greateft part of the powder lay in one of the forts, whilft the balls 
were lodged in the other. Captain Macduel had fcarcely begun to 
remedy this evil, when he found himfelf befieged by the active 
Suffrein, who had fecretly failed from Cuddalore to Battacolo, 
where he was joined, on the 24th of Auguft, by two line-of-battle 
fhips and a formidable body of troops, with which force he quickly 
laid fiege to Trinquamallee. Captain Macduel, thus attacked, made 
as good a hand as his defencelefs fituation would admit of, but 
was forced to capitulate on the 30th ; by which event the mold 

convenient and effential harbour in India was loft to the Britifh 

crown. ' ■' ' ’ " ' " 1 ' - ■ ■ ’ 1 - * :lH: -it 'i‘\ i 
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This was immediately followed by another a&ion betwixt the 
two fleets, which took place upon the 3d of September. Sir 
Edward Hughes, having failed from Madras with an intention to 
prevent the enemy from giving fuccour to Cuddalore, the fiege of 
which place was then in agitation at the Prefidency, appeared in 

Tight of the French fleet off Trinquamallee, on the third day after 
its capitulation had been figned. 

■ v ' So h'Ji-.jUji \ , • !... : : 

*** The annexed Kan Of Trinquamallee I faithfully copied frormone drafan by 
a French engineer for the governor of the Ide of France, comprehending the im- 
provements that had been recently made upon the works of that place by the French. 


At this period a plan was formed by Lord Macartney for 
•making Trinquamallee a permanent pofleflion to the Englilh Com- 
pany; which, had it not been fruftrated by the activity of Suffreln, 
would have proved, the mailer-piece of the Madras governor. In 
purfuance of this plan Lieutenant-colonel Fu liar ton, an officer of 
moil extended capacity and lingular military talents, which feemed 
moie the effed of natural endowment than experience, embarked 
with Sir Edward Hughes, for the purpofe of commanding the 
gatriion of Trinquamallee, and alio of negociating an alliance with 
the king of Candia, or chief emperor on the ifland of Celon ; who 
was at this period much difguiled with the Dutch tyranny, and 
might have been eaiily brought over to our intereft, had the talents 
and addieis of Colonel Fullarton had an opportunity for exertion. 
The aecompliihment of this important fcheme would have rendered 
the fup port of the war a matter of fmgular advantage; for, had the 
Company ftudied their intereft properly, they fhould have aimed 

at this as their chief acquifition upon their firft eflablilhment in 
India.-. ' ; ■ 

'■ ■ ' '■■■;; ■v.-L'y;’ ■ ■ v::; ' •: ■ ■ ■ 4.:.f ^ 

Whenever the hoilile fquadrons got light of each other the 
moil ferious confequences enfued ; for no two competitors ever 
met that had more the intereft of their fovereigns at heart, or that 
poflefled a greater fhare of real valour and patriotifm, than Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes and the' Chevalier de Suffrein. It was not their 
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practice to fiurn each other by crafty manoeuvre, but gallantly to 
clofe at once, and put their fpirits to the teid. At this rencontre 
the fquadrons confided of twelve Britiih and fourteen French ihips 
of the line ; which both ipeedily drew up m battle array, and com- 
menced in their ulual manner a bloody and deidructive fight, that 


continued, without any vifible advantage on either fide, until the 
approach of night put an end to the conteid. In this aftion the 
.Britiih ihips difplayed extraordinary inftances of valour, particularly 
the W orceider , Monmouth, Exeter, and Ifis ; but Sir Edward, who 

' ' ’* , A '■ f aa a A ; . ' huf r .,?:#■ h tAA '■AfAAAAv A' A A A'Ar' ■ A: a < ; ,■ f A ; " 

always drew up the Superb in clofe oppofition toSufFrein in the French 
Hero, battered that veilel fo much as to diimaid her, which obliged 
tne French admiral quickly to ihift his flag to a frigate in the rear ; 
and the Hero muid certainly have idruck, had not two freih ihips 
come up to her relief and gallantly towed her away, although 

warmly oppofed by the Britiih admiral. 

‘ i4hl ~ [ *>■ 

A,.' . . ■ ■ . , . . ; ; ,, ; 

The French in this action had no lei's than eleven hundred 
men killed and wounded ; andfevenof their captains were publicly 
difgraced by SufFrein. Their fleet, in a very unmanageable condi- 
tion, crowded fail for Trinquamallee, where that night the 

L’Orient funk, and two others fduck upon the rocks, but were got 

. . ° 
off again after fufdaining confiderable damage. Had our fquadron 

been in a condition to purfue, thefe ihips muid have fallen into our 

■poffeiiion; but the Britiih were fo difabled as to be totally unfit for 

• 5 a chafe. 
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a chafe. Three valuable officers fell in this engagement; the 

; ■ . . ■ . ' ' . . 

Honourable Captain Lumley of the Ins, and Captains Watt and 

■ 

Wood,, of the Sultan and Worcefter, with fifteen fubalterns, and 
about three hundred and thirty men killed and wounded. Sir 

• , 1 > ; i J .! i v/' , rh yj 

Edward immediately after the action fleered for Madras, where he 

. V' »■■■'• . r ■ . . 

arrived on the 20th, and made preparations for quitting the coait 

upon account of the approaching monfcons. 




The main army, under General Coote, had no fooner pitched 
their camp at St. Thomas’s mount, after the Arne expedition, than 


•< 1/1 


a frefh enterprife was chalked out for them, but which proved of 
the fame inutility. The important intelligence now arrived" 'of 


peace having been abfolutely concluded with the Marrattas ; the 
ratification of which had taken place at Poona in the middle of 
May. In this, treaty it was ftipulated that Hyder Ally with 'his 
whole force fhould immediately evacuate the Carnatic, in failure 
of which both parties were to unite for his expulfion in fix months 
after the date of this ratification. For the purpofe therefore of 
negociating with the Mifore general, an expedition to Yandewafh 
was undertaken. But Hyder Ally, finding himfelf well fupported 
by his French allies, fpurned at our propofals ; and, after a month 


mw 


being wafted in this fruitlefs negociation, we returned to Madras 

exafperated with the haughty prefumption of this politic barbarian. 

: : '' '• ■ ' ; : , ... : : 
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' ,excurffpor- 4 p tJie^^lHeHow iacceeded, into 

which feven months rice was . thrown upon the 5th of Auguftj 
and on the 20th the army retired again to the Prefidency. 

• l' , , ' . ■ ■ ■ ; . ■. 

Colonel Laing was now fent to take upon him the 
in the fouthem dffirias, accompanied by a detachment of fi x 
hundred Europeturs from the feventy- eighth and Madras regiments. 
Thefe went fafely to Negapatnam by fea, and afterwards joined 

the fouthem army, which now began to appear again without the 
walls, of Taniorg^ r ,4\*,, . 


An extraordinary meafure was now adopted for recruiting the 
Europeans of the main army, after the above detachment had departed 
fopthe Southward. Every means were ufeef and every allurement was : 
held out to entice the French foldiers who had been captured by Sir 
Edward Hughes to enter into the Company’s fervice. Their ferjeaut- 
major was firft brought over by being appointed an officer, under whofe 
iole command they, were to ferve; .and as a further encouragement, 
and. the means of baniffiing every idea, of diftruft, Sir Eyre Cootc 
appointed them his own body-guard, with exemption from every 
otherduty, he haying alfo dignified them by the appellation 
Upwards of one hundred young fellows foon enlifled upon thefe 
terms, who, from a diilike to their confinement at Madras, thought 
this would furniffi a favourable opportunity of making their efcape. 
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This little corps was alfo haridfttfnely clothed in ferjeahtV fcarlet 
cloth faced with black. It is not an improbable conjedure, that 
the fhameful inattention to : Monf. • Suffrekfts requiftion for an ex- 
change of prifoners, in a great meafure, proceeded from the con- 
templation of this ill-j.'udged t ahd > - , uhprCc'fedChted mfeafare.' • 

, ■ • j vr| hi.iJM’j iJltb iP'sJjwOt i'l 

Hyder meanwhile lay encamped at Cnddalore until hls'army 
had confirmed ail the forage and grain in that neighbourhood, after 
which he was 'forced to retire nearer to the- pafs of Trinomaly, for 
the greater facility of receiving his convoys ; which at this period- 
fell far fhort of his expedations, and indicated a great fcarcity of 
grain in the Mifore country. Tippo Sahib*. who had during this 
interval been detached to the Tanjore country, irr order to put a 
flop to the progrefs of cultivation there, which promifed for the 
next feafon a very plentiful fupplyy was recalled to teprefeit hfe 
father; in the army of the allies, and watch' the effed ; blfh 
menaces again ft Cuddalore ; the redudion of which, that this 
campaign might be finiihed with fome degree of iuftre, now' occu- 
pied the whole of our thoughts, Fluftsed with this idea’ the 
ftege of that place was forthwith concerted, and meafures were laid 
down for carrying it into immediate execution. Lord Macartney 
promifed that nothing fhould be wanting oil his part to forward 
this expedition j and he accordingly hired fob this 1 purpofe four 'Oft 

■ . ■ . . ■ . ■ n ... ' :■ - . 'five 



other implement necefiary for a liege. Sir Edward Hughes alio 

j ■ , ° 

engaged, while thefe operations were going forward, to amufe 

c nr . _ ' .,■•••;• " ■ 

b unrein. Thus flattered with every aid that could be wilhed for 

r , ' , ; . ; • . - ■ ' • • 

from both parties. Sir Eyre Coote began his march fouthward 
upon the 26th of Auguft, with only ten days rice for the army, 
and arrived upon the red hills of Pondicherry on the 4th of Sep- 
temper, where he was to wait for further fupplies from the rice 

Hups, according to the preconcerted plan, without which it was 

■ 

impoffible for the army to proceed. 


great reluctance 
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This difappomtment funk fo deep into the mind, and bore fo 

. , . 
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hard tipon the infirmities, of the venerable Sir Eyre Coote, that he 
' # “ , V • . ; • 

was fuddenly taken ill, and not only obliged to quit the army, but 
jo t ty-'.rfh > ■ },} rr* /•> j(n // ; ^ J > 

to retire to Bengal for the recovery of his health. The command 

of the Bntilh army m confequence devolved upon Ma or- general 
1 ; -.//)> uni fin-- *■ jo 

Stuart, who began his retreat to Madras late in the evening of the 

10 th; which he conducted in fuch a myfterious mann er, that the 
foldiers thought themfelves flying from the greateft and moft immi- 
nent dangers. Even the rafcally Looty wallahs, or Miforian huftars, 
who had juft before been meditating a general defertion to us, now 
prefled upon our flanks and rear with fuch oftentation and fuccefs 
that great part of the baggage was taken; for which the Company 
never offered any compenfation either to officers or men. 


The French rangers, compofing the body-guard of the General, 
had no fboner got fight of Pondicherry than they very naturally 
felt an ardent defire to fee their old companions and countrymen 
again, which induced a few of them lecretlv to decamps When 
they found that the army had no further intention of drawing nearer 
t° ^uddaloie, and that Sir Eyre Coote meant to return by fea to- 
Fort St. George, upwards of a dozen of them deferted in a body ; 
upon which General Stuart ordered the reft to be difarmed, and 
marched as prifoners with the army back to Madras. 


On 


[ ] 

On the ijthof Oaober a mod: violent monfoon dorm came 
on at Madras, which procured us a refpitc in winter-quarters for 
Me remainder of this year. The gale commenced about noon, and 
■oefore night mcreafed to a moil furious hurricane. Some weeks 
before it buril upon us a vaft number of trading veffels had af- 
fembled from all parts of the coad with rice for the Madras 
market, upon which an embargo had been kid by the Governor ; 
irom the caufe, I prefume, of their demanding fuch an exorbitant 
■price for their grain, that it was impoffible at fuch a rate, in the 
prefent general fcarcity of money, to fupply the garrifon and iririv 
with a fufficient winter dore. If this was the delign, it feemed 'a 
laudable meature in Lord Macartney ; for, though encouragement 
ought to be given to thofe who (hew an alacrity in alleviatL the 
public neceflity, yet an article may, with the feliiih view of takiiw 
unwarrantable advantages, be greatly over-rated; and therefore a 
wide difonalon is unqpeflionably to be made between the acajous 
and thofe aduated only by a third of gain. The chief proprietors 
of the (hips at this time in the roads of Madras fell under the lad 
defection, as they had come thither merely to avail themfelves, in 
the mod unfeeling manner, of the univerfal didrefs that pervaded 
t e leitlement. Thofe veffels contained full fix months rice for 
the whole army and inhabitants'; but the owners perfided in Wfov 
up theirpr.ee until the vengeance of Heaven feemed to overiafe 
their inhuman proceedings, the dorm having dranded no lefs than 

Seventy 


feventy veflels upon the beach of Madras 'in orie night; by which 
nijsaps, in/lead of fx r months , as was before expe&ed, the whole 
fettlement was now reduced to fix weeks allowance of grain. The 
Britifh fquadron was at anchor iri the road ; but’, upon finding the 
gale increafing, immediately put to fea. The Admiral, who on 
that day had been giving an entertainment on board the Superb, 
was under the neceflky of carrying his company to fea with him. 
On the following night that fhip was in imminent danger of 
foundering, her main and mizen mails being carried away ; and 
the was otherwife in fuch diftrefs that the Admiral was under the 
neceflky of fhifting his flag to the Sultan. 


Our camp alfo experienced the dreadful effects of this violent 
monfoon ftorm; for, on the following morning, thofe of our tents 
that were left Handing appeared like a fleet of fhips at anchor in the 
middle of a lake, and it was not until the water had entirely fubfided 
that we conceived ourfelves wholly free from the danger of being 
entombed in a watery grave. ; 




on it 
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immediately after the .ftorm had abated the army broke up 
camp, and marched into their ufual cantonments upon Choultry- 
plain and St. Thome, as did Hyder Ally into Arcot and its environs. 
At this period Sir Richard Bickerton .made his appearance' in .the 
roads: of Madras with .a reinforcement to the fleet of five line-of- 

Qj} battle 


battle ftiips and ten Indiamen from England, with the following 
troops on boards, viz. the twenty-third regiment of light -horfemen , . 
the hundred and firft, and part of the hundred and fecond regiments 
of infantry,, and the fifteenth regiment of Hanoverians ; with two 
hundred recruits for the feventy-third and feventy-eighth regi- 
ments, and about five hundred newly- raifed men- for the Com- 
' ' ■ : ■ ■■ ■ - 

pany’s fervice; moft of whom joined the army in cantonments; 
after which Sir Richard Bickerton fleered immediately for Bombay* 
where he arrived as foon as the fquadron under Sir Edward Hughes.. 


However pleafing the fight of fuch a reinforcement to the 
army might have been when in camp, yet, at the prefent alarming 

... |.J . , 1 1 ■■ ' 

juncture of general diflrefs, no circumftance could, be more un- 
fortunate or lamentable in it’s confequences ; for the fettlement was 

now fo deftitute of provifions that famine, with all her train of 

' / : - ■ : , : . : ; 

horrors, feemed ready to overwhelm us ; and the public diflrefs,. 
at this gloomy period, was not a little heightened by the unceafing 
contentions which agitated the government of Fort St. George. 

The allowances of the army, upon the arrival of thofe troops, 
... . . ■ , 

were immediately retrenched to a very fmall ratio of grain: and' 

IT- -VV ' ■ 

fuch was the neceffity of the times that orders were iffued for 
near ten thoufand miferable wretches to ‘be at once ftruck off 
from the domeflic army lift, who were thus doomed to perifti of 
5 V ■' • famine 
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famine upon the defolated plains. Scenes of a more diftreffinar 
nature than it is poffible for my pen to defcnbe were now hourly 
prefented to view whichfoever way the eye might happen to turn. 
The ftreets and roads were ftrewed with unhappy creatures lying 
proftrate upon the ground, fwooning from weaknefs, the melan- 
choly effed of want, or gafping in all the horrid agonies of a linger- 
ing diffolution. Frightful Ikeletons, trembling on the verge of 
fate, were feen fupplicating for a morfel of food or a grain of rice ; 
which, where the heart was moft difpofed to fympathy, it was im- 
poffible to grant. Some, in whofe minds the fway of fuperftition 
was ftronger than the dread of death, would even prefer the lafter 
to imagined pollution from relief tendered by the hands of an 
European. This fcene exhibited the confummation of every 
earthly mifery. Wretched mothers might be feen loaded with 
grief and afflidion, offering to enflave their darling children for as 

tb bibij,' ' : : .bbb-'y" ■ b. b ■■■■ xi f ■. : y ylr ,■ 'f ><■ r '/..I, ■’ ' 

much pice as would only contribute to prolong their miferies for 
perhaps eight dreadful days ; while others were bewailing the 
extindion of their whole family, whofe painful exits they were 
fated to witnefs as the awful harbingers of their own lingering end ! 
The complicated fcene of horror was fuch as to benumb every 
humanized faculty of the foul. In the black town fo great was 
the mortality that the dead bodies were too numerous to be carried 
off by the utmoft exertion, and the putrid exhalations which 
arofe from thefe numberlefs emaciated vidims of famine, ftrewed 

■ w ; IS b . 4* ■ . s I fx , : 'I'fl / :: -I ■ , it ;j 
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in. every quarter of tile fettlemerit, became dangerous and diftreffing. 
Crows, vultures, arid jackalls, allured ‘by the fcent of death, flocked 
in crowds to the fcene, and added greatly to its horror and 
devaluation. f ' ' 1 ■ v ... 

■ ' ■■ ' ■ ■' 

The humanity fhewn upon this occafion by the gentlemen of 
the fettlement, and likewife the Armenians, cannot be fufficiently 
extolled. Many of thefe regularly fed hundreds of thofe miferable 
creatures of a day at their hofpitable doors, and thereby refcued 
numbers of them from the gripe of death. The rice which was 
fold in time of peace for one penny per Englifh pint, was now not 
to be had under two Shillings and fix pence, and three thillings, for 
the fame quantity. 

■ i if : 'v S 


Whilft the main army remained in cantonments at Madras, 
Colonel Humberfton Mackenzie endeavoured, by many noble exer- 
tions with his little force, to draw Hyder Ally’s attention from the 
Carnatic. Soon after his landing he overthrew five thoufand of the 
enemy in battle, took the fort of Trincolore, and afterwards 
marched to Callicut. His force being augmented to about nine 
hundred Europeans and two thoufand Bombay fepoys, joined by 
one thoufand irregulars, fent by our ally, the king of Travancore, 
befldes a train of eighteen guns, he made a very bold, though 

hazardous, 
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hazardous, attempt to penetrate into- the Mifore country to the eafh, 
and, if poffible,. to take poffeffio© of Paligatecherry , a fort of verj 
confiderable importance, as it was the key to the only pafs of general 
communication between the eaft and weft coafts. To this place he 
proceeded with furprifmg conduct and expedition;, but, when he 
had. reached its vicinity, information was received of a fuperior force 
being ready to oppofe him, and that Hyder had difpatched Tippo 
Sahib from the Carnatic, with Monfieur Lally and a formidable 
party, to their fupport. 

Colonel Humberfton was determined, however, to have ocular 
demonftration of thofe fafts, and did not think of retiring until he 
law that it was wholly impoftible for his fmall army, without bat- 
tering cannon and other neceffary implements, to carry on a fiege 
with fuccefs, although he had difperfed all the force that had 
ventured to meet him. in the field. A retreat was therefore refolved 
on; but it had no fooner commenced than furious attacks were 
made, particularly at the defiles and rivers, by multitudes of match- 
lock infantry and cavalry, who hung heavily upon his rear tire 
whole way, and ftripped his., little army of all its baggage and 
cattle. When he had reached Pannany, Colonel Humberfton 
immediately took poft and threw up entrenchments; in which; 
however, he had fcarcely remained twenty-four hours before Tippo 
■ : • - Sahib-. 
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Sahib arrived with his detachment from the Carnatic, and made a 

general attack upon his lines upon the 28th of November. 

■ '''' ' ; ’ • ■ " : ■ : , ' ' ' ' ' ■ ' ■ ' •' ; 
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Colonel. M‘Leod, having fortunately at that inftant arrived 

with the fecond battalion of the forty-fecond regiment, of courfe 
took the command; when thofe brave Highlanders, fupported by 
the reft of this gallant little army, foon gave the enemy a general 

and complete defeat; in which Tippo was wounded in the thigh, 
&nd all his troops difperfed. 

The health of Hyder Ally had been for fome time upon the 
decline, and his increaiing indifpofition induced Tippo to deem 
his prefence abfolutely necefliry in the Carnatic at a period fo cri- 
tical and big with his future fate. He was therefore haftening 
hack to the main army, but before he could reach Vellore the 
death of his father was announced to him by a herald; and, 
without a bogle opponent, ortheleaft fymptom of the commotion 
u nil upon fuch an occaf.on, he was upon the ;th of December 
178a, proclam edNabob of Mifore, and Generaliffimo of their armies! 

During Hyder’s illnefs he made fome overtures of peace to 
- ns, with faming fincerity, as he then ferioufly anticipated Iris 
own diflblution; m conference of which he was apprehenfive of 

fome 
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fome fatal commotions : but Tippo no fooner found himfelf at the 
head of the Mifore army than he dropped the negotiation, and 
gave every affurance to the French of his fidelity and attachment 
to them, and of his fixed determination to prolecute a vigorous war 
againft the English. % 



campaign: 
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letter XVI. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Madras, December 1783. 


Ax the opening of the campaign of this year matters wore not a 
more favourable afpeS to us than they did at the clofe of the laft. 
Tippo Sahib, a more inveterate enemy to the Britifh, if poffible, 
than his father, continued to profecute the war againft us with the’ 
utmoft vigour, in league with his firm ally the French. Moniieur 
Suffrein no fooner knew that we were fairly fettled in winter 
quarters, and that Sir Edward Hughes had departed for Bombay, 
han he feized the opportunity of failing to Achine Road, where it 
was agreed that the Marquis de Bufiy thould meet him, with a 
ai »e rein orcement of Blips and land forces from the Me of France 
m order to make a defcent upoi our northern circars. The latter’ 
however, failing in his affignation, Suffrein, after waiting for him 

f . ; : ' .. ; until 
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until the 2 id of December, departed from thence ; and on the 15th 
of January, appearing off Ganjam, threw not only our whole 
northern fettlements but Madras itfelf into the utmoft confter- 
nation. The F rench admiral immediately reconnoitred thofe fea- 
ports, with a firm intention of attacking them in fucceffion; but, 
juft then hearing of Hyder Ally’s death, he was induced to drop 
that enterprife for the prefent, and fteer diredfly for Cuddalore, 
fweeping the coaft as he went along with impunity. At Ganjam 
the Coventry frigate, commanded by Captain Wolfeley, upon her 
way hither from Bengal, anchored during a fog in the heart of the 
French fleet, and, before the had time to difcover her miftake, 
was forced to furrender to a feventy-four-gun fhip that in an 
inftant came along-flde of her. Many trading {hips from Bengal 
and other' places were alfo at this time captured. 

From Cuddalore SufFrein proceeded to Trinquamallee, where 
hs was fhortly joined by Monfieur de Bufly with three men of war 
and three thoufand land troops; and thefe, being with the utmoft 
difpatch refhipped on board all the faft- failing coppered vefiels, were < 
thrown into the garrifon of Cuddalore. Two line-of- battle fhips 
and two frigates were alfo fent to cruife off Madras, whilft the 
Naiad frigate was fo pofted as to give fpeedy intimation when the 
Englifh fleet, then daily expedted, fhoulcl arrive from the other 
coaft, . ' . . 

R r 


The 
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The rams had no fooner abated in the Carnatic than Tippo- 
S^ ib > scamped his forces upon the plains of Arne, where he was 
joined by about one thoufand French auxiliaries from Cuddalore. 
The accounts which arrived from all quarters, of the moh ferious 
preparations for a renewal of the war, feemed at la ft to have roufed 
the Madras Council to a fenfe of their duty, and they now began to 
fee the propriety of demolishing thofe ufelefs garrifons (Carangooly 
and Vandewaih) which had, during the former campaigns, occa- 
fioned fo much anxiety and fatigue to the troops without any 
material advantage arifing from thepoflfeffion of them. 

1 ' r Th& toiih army was, as ufual, afl'embled at St. Thomas’s 
Mount, commanded by Major-general Stuart. It confifted of the 
following corps, viz. the feventy-third, feventy-eighth, and one 
hundred and firft regiments, a detachment of the fifteenth regiment 
of Hatioyerians, and the Madras corps of infantry and artillery - 
making all together, in the European brigade, about one thoufend 
fix hundred and fixty men, ten Carnatic battalions of fepoys, five 
Bengal regiments of two battalions each, and four regiments of 
black cavalry, with feventy pieces of ordnance. 

, i ■ : , ' : : ■■ ..... 
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Before we left cantonments, two battalions of fepoys and a 
detachment from the hundred and fecond regiment were fent to 
jom a body of black troops, collefled about Ellore, under command 
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of Major-general Jones, which were afterwards difiinguifhed by the 
name of the northern army. 

Both of the contending armies were at this time in. daily ex- 
pectation of confiderable reinforcements from Europe, confequently 
it was not the intereft of either party to feek for an engagement ; 
hut, as General Stuart had the demolition, at all events, of 
Vandewafh and Carangooly in contemplation, he thought it in- 
confident with the Britifh character and his own manly feelings to 
approach fo near to the enemy without putting their courage to 
the teft. 

Our army reached Carangooly upon the 6th of February, and 
there great part of the baggage was left, that we might proceed 
lightly towards Vandewafh; the walls of which garrifon were 
hlowri up Immediately upon our anivaL 

v: ' ; f;. V ■ V '■ i ■" .■ r TlC V Oil'll tlPo 

The camp of the confederate army was now clearly difcovered 
from the hills, which induced the General to Mae orders for 
making a rapid march towards them, with a few tents and only 
three days provifons, thinking at any rate to incommode and inti- 
midate the enemy if they did not hazard a battle. The refidbe 
of the baggage was left behind, under a guard, in the Pet tab, or 
town of Vandewafh. The Britifh General advanced to ISleddin- 
• R r %>':■ full? 
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gull, where a branch of the Palliar river only feparated the two 
armies; and, after menacing each other for a whole day by a. 
miitual exchange of tome random fhot acrofs the ftream, General 
Stuart gave orders for the line to lie that night upon their arms 
m the fame order of battle in which it was then drawn up; and 

Carlj neXt mornin S we traced our fteps to Vandewafb, clofely 
purfued by vaft numbers of the enemy’s horfe and rocket-men, 
who killed and wounded near two hundred of our rear- guard. 


' fl 




From Vandewaft the army retired to Carangooly, which was 
likewife demolithed ; and, upon the s 3 d of February, we encamped 
at Pondamallee, drafting this expedition with fome degree of fatif- 
faflion, though it was attended by a confiderable lots, as it put an 
end to the periodical marches formerly made to the fuccour of 
thofe garrifons. Lieutenant Flint, who had by this time attained 
the brevet rank of captain merely from his gallantry, felt himfelf 
mucii relieved by this meafure ; but his fpirited behaviour was 
after his return to Madras, rewarded by threats of imprifonment 
from black merchants and others, formerly inhabitants of Van- 
dewalh, of whom he had borrowed money, on account of govern- 
ment, to alleviate the diftreifes of his garrifon, and to gratify a 
mutmeus Alpofition in his troops during the fiege; to which 

g me ot a meritorious officer the Council of Madras ffiewed 
421 unjiifhfiaole paliivenefs. 


During 
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During this - excurfion, the hundred and firft regiment and 
fifteenth battalion of Hanoverians, both new to the climate, were 
no lefs fufferers, from the influence of the fun, than thofe corps 
already mentioned in the former campaigns* < although indeed the ■ 
Hanoverians feemed to ftand the trial the heft. 

i-r'j.t t ,s i< •• , in- ,> >,: > 

As it was yet but the beginning of the feafon, another trip to 
Vellore fucceeded the former; and earneftly did we with that’ this 
garrifon might fhare the fame fate with the other two, for it was 
a fource of conftant plague to our army. But in our advance to this 
place an unexpended piece of intelligence reached us, which caufed 
a fudden change in the plan of our future operations. 

Since the conclufion of peace with the Marrattas the Bombay 
Prefidency found themfelves enabled to make with their troops 
much more powerful exertions in our favour than had hitherto been 
done;, and, from feveral concurring circumftances, they were now 
induced to make a diverfion upon the northern parts of Tipp© 
Sahib’s dominions on the Malabar coaft, with about four hundred 
European infantry and artillery, and twelve hundred feapoys, com? 
manded by Brigadier-general Mathews... 

Commotions of an alarming nature appeared alfo at this time 
to have been ftirred up again ft Tippo by fome difeontented Miforiaa 

chiefs, 




cmets, particularly a Mahomedan named Hayet Sahib , who was 
principal governor of the rich diftricts in the province ofBeddinore, 
and laid to 'be an illegitimate fon of Ryder Ally. This adventurer 
obftinately refufed to fwear allegiance to the new fovereign, urging ; 
as a reafon for his cofaduft, that Tippo Sahib bad done him injuffice 
■m the diftnbution. of his father’s vaft ufurpations. The Bombay 
Prefidency, anticipating feme important acquilition to the Company 
from the talcing an advantage of thefe circumftances, did not 
hefitate m forwarding this new expedition'; and, had General 
Mathews’s prudence been in any degree adequate to his aftonifhing 
fuccefs, he might in all probability have put an honourable and 
advantageous conclufion to. this diftreffing war ; but it will appear 
m the fequel that avarice, and an ill-grounded ambition, reduced 

kim \ * °^expe<aed profperity, to the moft difgraceful 
humiliation as well as a tragical end. 


alfo killed or difperfed. He next effected a landing at Cundapore, 
and took it ; in which was found another fixty-four-gun fhip upon 
the ftocks, that fhared the lame fate with the former. Here his 
force was augmented to twelve hundred Europeans, and near five 
thoufand fepoys,. with a proportionable train of artillery,- by the 
jutidtion of Colonel Macleod’s army from Panany. The General 
proceeded to the Ghaut, or pafs leading to Beddinore,.. through a 
long ridge of mountains that Separates . part of that, province from 
the fea.. As he advanced his dangers increafed ; for he had now- 
to encounter with a fleep afcent of feven miles, judicioufly. 
fecured by flrong barriers and batteries, fome of which mounted 
fixty guns, and were defended by upwards of fifteen thoufand 
refolute troops; but, through the animating gallantry of ColoneL 
Macleod with the forty- fecond regiment, confining of High- 
landers, Colonel Humberfton Mackenzie with the hundred and^ 
firft, as well as the fpirited exertions of every individual- of the 
army, thefe were all defeated, but not without their.having made an - 
obfiinate defence ; and the General had now the fatisfadion of finding 
himfelf, after furmounting incredible difficulties,, encamped before 
the garrifon of Hyder-nagur, the metropolis of the province of 
Beddinore. -d-- vv'dddririoriv - 

After having overcome a few ceremonious fcruples of con-- 

fcience, and adjusted the moft favourable terms he could poffibly 
5 expedt. 


expect, Hayet Sahib opened the gates of that great and important 
gamfon to the conqueror, without firing a fingle fhot, although it 
mounted upwards offeventy guns, and contained animmenfe ftore 
of aches. Here, and in other forts, were releafed three battalions 
of fepoys that had been made prifoners in the courfe of the war. 
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A knowledge of this rapid and important conqueft conld not 
fail in a great degree to excite the apprehenfions of Tippo Sahib, 
dpecally when he learnt that the baftard of Beddinore, who fe 
revenge he infinitely dreaded, had now revolted, and' taken an 
afhve part againft him. The Miforlan nabob immediately began 
to concert the moft powerful and fpeedy meaferes for crofting thofe 

umplts m toe bud, and alfo for checking the nnexpeaed progrefs 
of General Mathew.s^s army. a 


Neither, the entreaties of the French, nor any other confider- 
ation, conld keep Tippo Sahib one day longer in the Carnatic. He 
at once retired with his whole force, in the ntmoft precipitation, 

. 8 *° £e 1,1888 by Which had firfl entered, 

determined to lofe no time in recovering the legated part £* 

• a " d ‘° PUt a **** “ d to “teffine commotions, by 

I^ 8 p eVer£ft PUnMlm “ tS -ho had refilled his 

authority Previous to -his departure, ail the garrifons which 

p o e e m the Carnatic were blown up excepting Ami. This 

place 


place was left in charge of Sid Sahib, who had orders to attend the 
French at Cuddalore with two thoufand horfe; in return for which, 

( , ' ■ ■ i; . ■ :v ' '' " ■ : ' ' : " 1 ■ ' ;l ’ ' \ 

they permitted a corps of fix hundred Europeans, under Monf. 
Cofiigny, to accompany Tippo Sahib’s army upon this expedition. 

Meanwhile Brigadier Mathews continued to extend his con- 
quefts in the diftridts dependant upon Beddinore, having reduced 
the important garrifons of Mangalore, Anantpore, &c. ; at the firft 
of which Major Campbell with the forty- fecond regiment was left 
to command : and thus, in place of deftroying thofe forts imme- 

5 r>i it'?.;.;- , , i-Uli'' ■ ' ' ' * 

diately upon their furrendering, he imprudently difperfed a great 
part of his army in a pitiful detail for the defence of them, without 
ever anticipating the leafi: bad confequence from fuch a hazardous 
meafure. Nay, fuch was the intoxication -of this man’s mind, 
and fo unbounded were its rapacious defires, that he leemed never 
once to harbour a fufpicion -of the terrible ftorm now impending, 
until he beheld with amazement Tippo Sahib’ s whole force fur- 
rounding the walls of Hyder-nagur, where he himfelf was quartered 
with the principal divifion of hi's army, which did not then exceed 
four hundred Europeans and twelve hundred fepoys. 

before this unexpefted change of fortune, General Mathews 
had fo difgufted his officers and men, by his fordid and unfair 
diftribution of the plunder and money taken at Hyder-nagur and 

S s other 
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other places, not only to the troops under his own command, but 
alfo to Hayet Sahib, that Colonels Macleod and Humberfton, with 
Major Shaw, were deputed by the reft of the army to lay their 
grievances in perlon before the Governor and Council of Bombay ; 
who were fo fatisfied with the truth of what was alleged againft 
the General, that he was immediately fuperfeded, and Colonel 
Macleod, advanced to the rank of Brigadier- general, appointed to 
fucceed him in the command of the army. But, as thefe three 
officers were returning to Hyder-nagur, on board the Ranger armed 
ffiip of twelve guns, commanded by Lieutenant Pruin, they were 
overtaken in a calm, and furioufly attacked, without any previous 
fummons to furrender, by a fleet of Marratta pirates, far fuperior 
in force to themfelves; and after a moft defperate fight, i n w ’ n i c h 
almoft every foul on board the Ranger was either killed or 
wounded, they were at laft overpowered by numbers, and im- 
mediately carried into Geriah ; where that brave and promifing 
officer, Colonel Humberfton Mackenzie, died of the wounds" 
which he had received. Major Shaw, a gallant and fteady veteran, 
was killed in the firft onfet; and Brigadier-general Macleod, who 
valiantly conduced the engagement, as well as all the other gentle- 
men on board, was defperately wounded. 



The French troops, with Tippo's engineers, immediately 
began their approaches towards the garrifon of Beddinore, where 

they 
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'they met with every oppofition that could be fuggefled by men of 
experience and valour ; but, after a council of war had been held 
by the General and his officers, it was agreed that they fhould 
capitulate upon honourable terms* . 

Never was any capitulation framed with apparently greater 
confidence in the honour of a civilized enemy than thefe officers, 
feemed now to repofe in the precarious faith of a fickle and caprir 
cious barbarian. They infilled upon 4 marching out with all the 
4 honours of war — piling their arms upon the glacis — liberty to 
4 march unmolefled with private baggage, until they fhould be 
4 embarked for Bombay — ‘public flores not to be touched — a body- 
e guard for the General, and hoflages to be exchanged, &c. &c.’ — - 
To all which propofals the Sultan gave a ready affent ; but with an 
inward determination to obferve them afterwards only as he fhould 
think fit. The garrifon accordingly furrendered upon the 2d of 
May ; but, in place of the terms of capitulation being duly fulfilled, 
the whole were treated with unparalleled cruelty, and fent prifoners 
to the mofl remote corners of the Mifbre country. 

After the fall of Hyder-nagur, every other place gave way 
-in fucceffion to the force and rapidity of Tippo’s arms, until he 
arrived before Mangalore, which at length put a flop to his 
•career. ■ ■ : ■ ... ■ 
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Here we fhall now leave him, and take a view of the progrefs 

■ ' ' ’ ’ V,. , ' / : ; . \y ; , • - p , - ; 

of the fouthern and northern armies, each of which endeavoured 

~ ' . 

to enter the kingdom of Mifore from their refpedtive Nations, that 

• . ■ • , ■ ... 

they might co-operate with Brigadier Mathews, 

J ° 


mv 


hu 


•Colonel Fullarton, paying implicit obedience to his inftruc- 
tions,. advanced with the fouthern army upon the borders of Mifore, 
and took D undigull, a ftrong hill-fort, commanding the great pafs 
which leads from that kingdom into the fouthern diftridts of Tri- 
chinopoly and Madura; as well as the forts of Caroor and Da- 
raporam , the guardians of another frequented pafs leading to 
Trichinopoly by the Cavari river, and important keys to the route 
that fhould be taken to Poligatcherry or Seringapatnam. After 
thefe fervices had been performed he received orders to fall quickly 
back, that he might adt in concert with the main army in a matter 
that was deemed of much greater importance.. 


The northern army, under Major-general Jones, alfo attempted 
at the fame time to penetrate into that part of Tippo’s dominions 
called Cuddapah, through the pafs of Cambam ; but there they 
met with fuch violent oppofition that they were forced to fall 
precipitately back and take poft ; having had the fecond battalion 
of fepoys, under Captain Montgomery, totally cut to pieces, and 
the whole army fairly furrounded for a confiderable time. 


The 
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The vigilance to be kept over M. de Buffy’s motions at Cud'- 
dalore, with the want of a neceflary portion of provifions, were 
fufficient caufes for General Stuart’s not following Tippo Sahib 
with the main army ; and of courfe our views were now turned 
folely towards the French.. The General, after having fupplied 
Vellore with every thing neceflary, accordingly took the road to 
Arcot,. and poflefied himfelf of its ruins in great form. The army 
foon after reached Madras, where we found Sir Edward Hughes 
juft returned from Bombay, with a fquadron of eighteen fhrps of 
the line ; and on the following day Providence conducted into the 
roads of Fort St. George, fafe from the defigns- of the French, who 
had diligently been cruizing for them off the coaffc, a fleet from 
Europe, under convoy of the Bfiftol man of war of fifty guns-, 
commanded by Captain Burney, confifting of ten Indiamen, having 
on board ftores for the fquadron, five hundred of the Compatyv’s 
recruits, and the fixteenth regiment of Hanoverians.. 


At this period the generality of people in the fettlement- 
flattered themselves with fanguine hopes of feeing the war fpeedily 
brought to a conclufion, as Mr. Paul Benfield, a gentleman whofe 
means of intelligence were known to be both extenfive and expe- 
ditious, publicly declared, from motives the mofl benevolent^ that 

he had iuU received over land from England certain information 

' ■ . . , 

that Great Britain had. finally concluded a peace with all the ’bellb 
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geient poweis in. Europe; and that a frigate was now upon her 
way with thefe glad tidings to our fettlements in the Eaft. Yet 
fuch were the fanguinary ideas which fwayed the minds of our 
rulers, that intelligence of this importance was by no means fuffi- 
cient to poftpone for a few months another attack upon Cuddalore; 
it having been decreed by our leading oracle, as circumftances then 
appeared fo propitious, that one more Sacrifice of our worthy 
countrymen was an a ft of indifpenfable policy. 


For this laudable purpofe vaft preparations were made. Our 
fleet was to make every exertion. Colonel Fullarton, being alfo 
appnied of the general plan of operations, was ordered to withdraw 
his army from the frontiers of Mifore, in order to co-operate with 

US at Cuddalore > ^ foon as he had accomplifhed whatever enter- 
pnfe he might be then engaged in, and to march thither whenever 

he fliould learn that the main army had reached the place of .their 
deflination. 


Before this memorable project was, however, finally agreed 
upon, it occafioned much deputation in the Council of Madras. 
Some would have the troops to march to the north, fome to the 
weft, and others to the fouth; but none expreffed the generous 
wifhnt delaying the .execution of their defigns in the hope of .a 
ipeedy confirmation of the rumours of a peace; which, confidering 


the quantity of blood that had been already ufelefsly fpilt, would furely 
have been an a <51 of juftifiable humanity. How many brave and expe- 
rienced officers might have been faved to their country and their 
friends by this prudent meafure, that are now the fubjedts of lamen- 
tation to their unhappy widows, orphans, and parents ! — but what 
will not ambition do ! This recals to my remembrance the fincere 
regret at this crifis, excited in every heart of our devoted army at 
the abfence of our late benevolent and refpectable commander, 
Lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote, who always proved hiqafelf to 
be the foldier’s belt friend in never wantonly lavifhing his blood. 

The attack of Cuddalore was, however, ultimately determined 
upon ; and in confequence Sir Edward Hughes failed to Trinqua- 
mallee ; and the army, commanded by Major-general Stuart, pro- 
ceeded louthward upon the 21ft of April, by feparate brigades. 
Lieutenant-colonel Elphinflon, who had been much diftinguifhed 
during the war, for his fteady conduct and important lervices in 
the field, took the lead with the fifth brigade; and, after having 
made a fweep of the country in queft of provifions, he poffefled 
himfelf of Permacoil ruins, one of the intended magazines and 
polls of communication ; from whence he faw the enemy’s advanced 
parties upon the Red hills, of Pondicherry. Here the reft of the 
army joined him upon the 2d of May. 


5 


While 
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While encamped upon the banks of the Paliiar, we received 
the melancholy tidings of Sir Eyre Coote’s death, which caff a 
vifible damp upon the fpirits of every individual in the Britifh 
army, but particularly of thofe who ha4 had the honour of ferving 
under his command. In him the foldier loft a warm friend, and 
the King and Company a moft zealous and able officer. He was 
upon his way from Bengal to join the army at Madras, in a veftel 
which a large French cruifer had chafed for the greateft part of the 
voyage. This circumftance, it is faid, operated fo ftrongly upon the 
anxious mind of Sir Eyre Coote, as to bring on a ftroke of the 
pally, of which he died upon the 26th of April. Major-general 
Stuart now fucceeded to the rank of Commander In Chief over all the 
Britijh forces in India for the time being . 

From Permacoil the army advanced to Killinore, and received 
a fupply of rice from Congemeer ; after which it proceeded to the 
Red hills of Pondicherry, where an advanced party of French 
topafes * and fepoys were furprifed, of whom feven were made 
prifoners. An immenfe fpace of time had been wafted in the 
neighbourhood of Permacoil and Pondicherry, waiting for the 
failing of the fquadron, and the arrival of our ftore-ffiips, and rein- 
forcements under Major-general Bruce and Colonel Wangenheim, 
convoyed by the Ills. 

* Topafes are the fons of Europeans and black women, or low Portuguefe, who 
are trained to arms. 


It 



It was the beginning of June before General Stuart found 
himfelf enabled to proceed; but at length, upon the 4th of that 
month, the Britifh camp was pitched clofe to the banks of the 
Pannar river, about five miles to the well of Cuddalore bound- 
hedge; behind which the French army was now defcried in an 
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entrenched camp, having their picket Rationed upon the plain 
without, and Sid Sahib’s party of horle flying about the country, 
.who immediately annoyed us in' a very great degree. 

The British General leemed as yet to have been undetermined 
upon which fide of the garrifon his approaches Ihould be made ; 
but, perceiving that the French were under the greateft apprehen- 
fions about the north and well faces, upon which they -feemed to 
have bellowed the moft of their labour, General Stuart made a 
very judicious diverfion, and palled the Pannar river next morning 
in view of the whole French line, who never once ventured to 
oppofe our paflage, or gave us the leafl annoyance, until our army 
had palled the Bandapollam hills, upon the 6th of June, and taken 
up a ftrong camp not quite two miles from the fouth face of Cud- 
dalore garrilbny but We unfortunately negle&ed taking pcfleffion of 
the bound-hedge in the intermediate fpace betwixt our front and 
the fort, which was then quite unoccupied by the enemy, and 
would have much facilitated our approaches. The Britilh -camp 
was fitualed in a fandy defart, with its right flank covered by the 

Tt ' fin, 



fea, and the left polled againft the Bandapollam hills, having its 
front almoft fcreened from the fort by plantations of Palmira trees 
and the brufhwood of the bound-hedge. For a eoafiderable way 
in our rear was a bad frock of forage, over which Sid Sahib ? s horfe 
kept a very watchful eye. 

During the night of the 7th Monfieur deiBufly quitted the 
north lide of Cuddalore, and fixed: himfelf in the fouthern hedge. 


which we had negligently overlooked the day before; where he 
immediately began, with the utmoft affiduity, to throw up frrong 
redoubts and lines of entrenchment ; at the fame time advancing 
his guards and pickets clofe up to our* fentinels. 


i fi [i. a • ‘ 

During thefe operations three or four vends, laden with ftores. 


flipped out of Trinquamallee, notwithfranding the vigilance of our 
fleet, and gave fuccourto the French, although Captain Hallidayj 
of the Ifis, who had alfo arrived -with his convoy upon: the 6th, 
kept up a very hot fire upon them even when under the guns of the 
befieged. The Englifh fquadron upon this immediately quitted 
their fration at Trinquamallee, and repaired to out affiftance at 
Cuddalore. ' 

Six days had already elapfed, both armies watchful of each 
other ; the French induftrioufly fortifying themfelves and extending 

C / : ' : - "• : their 


their works, and the Britifh hufily employed in the debarkation of 
a detachment of the fixteenth regiment of Hanoverians that had 
come by fea under Major-general Bruce, and alfo in landing the 
ftores and ammunition which had arrived in the fame veflel. This 
laid bufinefs was conduced by Captain Moorhoufe, commifiary of 
fibres, who Viewed indefatigable attention and alacrity in the 
difcharge of his duty. 

Meanwhile our field officers were kept conftant'ly reconnoi- 
tring the enemy’s lines ; and Lieutenant-colonel Kelly paffed fecretlv 
over the Bandapollam hills through almoft impenetrable thickets, 
where he fully faw the whole dilpofition on the enemy’s right, 
and the conflru&ion of a new battery which they had lately erected 
upon a commanding hill to cover that flank. As the Major retired, 
care was taken to mark with ftraw all the bulhes through which 
he had taken his route. A general report was now carried to head- 
quarters, by the principal field-officers, purporting that the enemy 
had made fueh progrefs in their works that no time was to be loft 
in forcing them either to a general engagement, or to take refuge 
in the garrilhn ; which, from our former unaccountable overfight, 
now became an affair of the waft ferious nature ; as the French force 
appeared, upon a nearer infpeftion, to be far fuperior to us in 
Europeans, and little inferior in fepoys, with the advantage of 
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formidable entrenchments, j;udicioufly flanked bj batteries full, of 
•heavy cannon. f .. . 

A- corps of three hundred grenadiers was immediately formed 
under Lieutenant-colonel Cathcart ; and every thing being arranged 
our commander laid his plan of attack before General: Bruce and 
the other field-officers, with the propofal that it ffiould be carried 
into effeft upon the following morning at day-break. A better 
defign could not have been concerted ; . and, as it met with the 
approbation of all prefent, the: General ifiued immediate orders for 
the following difpofition to be made: ‘Major-general Bruce and 
Colonel Edmonfton to command the picket upon the right, rein- 
‘ forced th ' e feventy-eighth regiment and a battalion of fepoys 
from the fecond brigade;. Colonels Stuart, Cathcart, and Blane, 

‘ t0 lead the P icket u Pon tlie left,: joined by the grenadiers, the 
‘ f ' event J-third regiment, and two battalions of fepoys from the 
‘ third brigade; and the centre picket, or grand guard, confiding 
4 of one regiment of cavalry and a battalion of fepoys, to be con- 
‘ duaed Colonels Elphinfton and Wangenheim, with Majors 
Verrennius and Cotgrove, joined by the hundred and firft regfi- 
4 ■ meat, the regiment of Hanoverians, with two battalions of fepoys 

‘ from the fecond and tb ^d brigades; the Madras regiment of 
4 Europeans, the fourth brigade, and a party of pioneers, without 


‘ their 
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* their artillery, to be under the orders of Colonel Kelly ;• Colonel 
4 Gordon to command all the troops off duty, compofmg the 

* referves,. who were to form in front of our camp at revellie- 
4 beating in the morning of the 13th ; the. reft of the cavalry, 
4 under Colonel Campbell,, to be ready at a call, and wait the 
4 General’s orders the artillery attached to the right wing, and 
4 the fix-gun battery on the right, to be dire fled by Captain 
4 Montague ; Lieutenant- colon el Elliot to command in the large 
4 battery of fix eighteen-pounders’ (which had been, during that 
night, fecretly conftrudted Upon a commanding fhoulder of the 
hill upon our left, within eight hundred yards of the French 
redoubt) ; 4 another, of four twelve-pounders, placed in a like 
4 fituation further to the left, to be commanded by Major Mackay ; 
4 and, laftly, all the light field-pieces,, that were formerly attached 
4 to each corps, to be under their refpedtive officers.’ The General 
himfelf thought proper, to take poft in Colonel Elliot’s battery, 
from which he could overlook the whole fcene of a&ion; but, 
unfortunately, the fignals intended to be made from thence for the 
movements of the troops were to confift in the difcharge of a 
certain number of guns,, which,; in the midff of a cannonade, 
it is almoft impoffible to difcriminate.. The attack began, at four 
o’clock in the morning of the 13th of June. Lieutenant-colonel 
Kelly, who had been ordered with his command to purfue the 
circuit which he had made on the preceding evening over the 

. Bandapollam 
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Bandapollam hills, gave the fir ft alarm by a brifk attack upon the 
exalted, battery, covering Tippo’s fepoys in the enemy’s right 
wing ; upon which the Britifh flag was inflantly placed as a fignal 
of fuccefs. This was no fooner perceived by Colonel Elliot and 
Major Mackay, than a furious opening was made from their high 
batteries upon a large redoubt in the centre of the French camp. 

Colonel Kelly, having now turned their own guns upon them, 
from the height of which he had taken poffeffion, completely enfi- 
laded the whole French line, and threw them into fuch confufiou 
that Tippo’s fepoys foon difperfed and left an opening for the 
grenadiers and Madeod’s Highlanders to fall upon the right flank of 
their European line, which was now quite expofed; whilft the 
centre divifion, under Colonel Elphinfton, attacked the large re- 
doubt in front ; and the right wing, under General Bruce, made a 
correfpondent movement from their ftation. 

Our left wing had moved round a part of the Bandapollam 
hills under a very fevere point-blank cannonade, and lay behind a 
fmall hedge upon the ground from whence Tippo’s fepoys had fled, 
until the hundred and firft and Hanoverians had advanced to the 
.attack of the redoubt in front, which kept up fuch a furious difcharge 
of round-fhot, grape, and mufquetry, that thefe two corps, unable 
to fland agaktft it, were forced to give way, even after feme of the 
e Hanoverians, 
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Hanoverians, under Major 'Verrennius, and a part of the light 
infantry of the hundred and firft, under Captain Cole, had gallantly 
mounted the breafl-work. Here the former was killed in the a£t 
of haranguing his men, and the latter was wounded in the bread: 
with a bayonet; The enemy, flufhed with this temporary fuccefs,, 
rufhed from their works in purfuit of the fugitives, when the gre- 
nadiers and feventy-third regiment, who were by this time rapidly 
advancing to the fupport of the affailing battalions, availed them- 
felves of that imprudent ftep by entering the redoubt from which 
the French had fallied, and commencing a fharp fire in rear of the 
regiment D’Auftraufie and others ; who, now fenfible of their 
error, moved confufedly off to the next battery on their left. 

Thus the whole brunt and fury of this obflinate battle was 
fufbined by Colonel Cathcart’s grenadiers and Maeleod’s High- 
landers, under Colonel Stuart, fupported by Colonel Blane with 
the red of the left wing and part of Kelly’s brigade ; who, with 
undaunted courage, advanced towards the enemy’s left flank (which 
extended clofe to the walls of Cuddalore, where now their main 
force had rallied), carrying every thing before them as they 
proceeded, though with dreadful lofs; as flanking batteries had 
been placed by the enemy at every convenient fpot behind which 
they might retire, and that inceflantly poured out fmall grape- 
fhot and langndge, accompanied by mufquetry and grenades.. Four 


more 
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more , of thefe batteries and their guns were, however, carried by 
this valiant band before they halted ; but, finding themfelves at lath 
under the range of the guns of Cuddalore, orders were given to defift 
from the purfuit, and to fall back to the large French redoubt; 
which, being fituated upon a gentle eminence, commanded all the 
reft. This bloody conteft continued, without intermiffion, until 
five o’clock in the evening, when a ceflation of the firing took 
place for that night; and both lines, quite overcome with fatigue, 

lay upon their arms to watch the motions of each other, and to be 
ready -for a renewal of the battle with the dawn of day. 

It was the General’s defign next morning at three o’clock to 
have ftormed the reft of the French works under the guns of Cud- 
dalore; but the enemy, taking the alarm in the night, fuddenly 
abandoned their guns and batteries, and retired into the garrifon; 
when our troops immediately began to conftrud a parallel to the 
fouth face of the fort. 

The lofs fuftained in this battle was upon both fides very con- 
iiderable. Subjoined is a ftatement of the ftrength of both armies 
at the beginning of the aftion, with the numbers of their killed, 
wounded, and prifoners. 
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Strength of the British and French Jrmm* 


British* 


Europeans 

i>66a: 

Sepoys - - 

Nabob's cavalry 

8? 340 

1000 

Effe&ives - 

i i^qoo ! 


Seventy pieces of ordnance* 


French* 


Europeans - . • 

3,000 

French fepoys 

3,000 

Tippo’s ditto - - 

r ..3 ? 00Q 

— - horfe 

2,000 

Effectives - 

11,000 

Cannon in proportion. 


Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Prifoners. 


British. 


Kill. Wound. Prif. 


N. Be Seventeen of the enemy’s guns were 
taken, and fix French officers made prifoners* 


French. 


Kill. Wound. Prif. 


King’s officers 

10 

3° 


Officers 

- 


I4| 

25 

6 

Ditto rank and file 

138 

347 

*7 

Rank and 

file 


1 16: 

289 

35 

Compands European officers 

4 

10 






Native black ditto 

b 

1.4 








Company’s Europ. rank & file 

n 

40 

1 







Sepoys - 

52 

277 

I 







Lafcars, or black artillery 

18 

42 








— 

760 


Tippo’s • 

troops and | 



— 

— 


241 

*9 

Caffries, 

or Africans J 

301 

13° 

314 

: 41 

In all 1020 killed, wounded, 

and 

pri- 

In all 

846 killed* 

wounded* 

and 

pri- 

foners* 




loners. 





Both the above Statement and this account 
are agreeable to their own confeffion, and they 
never Exaggerate, 


• The General, in his orders of the following day, was juftly 
lavifh of his encomiums and thanks to the different corps and com- 
manders for their fteady condudt throughout the adtion ; particularly 
to Major-general Bruce, Colonels Stuart, Cathcart, and Kelly, 

U u officers 
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officers of the higheft merit ; as well as to Colonels Elphinfton, 
Wangenheim, Pierce, Edmonfton, and Blane ; and alfo to Captain 
Lamont, and the officers under his command, who gallantly led 
the precious remains of the feventy-third regiment (as the General 
Was pleafed to term them in public orders) through the moft peri- 
lous road to glory, until exactly half the officers and men of the 
regiment were either killed or wounded. 

Upon this occafion, the Heady and foldierly behaviour of the 
fepoys, both of Bengal and Madras, reflected the higheft credit and 
honour upon the Company’s officers ; as did likewife the cool and 
active conduct of their artillery. Colonel Elliot, Majors Mackay 
and Rigald; Captains Montague, Moorhoufe, .and Slipper; were 
officers of that corps highly meritorious. I fhall go no further, 
left I ffiould be induced to particularife a lift of the whole army. 

Amongft the gallant officers that fell in this memorable 
battle, were Major Varrennius of jthe Hanoverians ; the Honourable 
Captain James Lindfay and Captain Alexander Mackenzie of the 
feventy-third regiment ; Captain George Mackenzie of the feventy- 
oighth; Captain Walter Douglas, d^puty-adjutant-general, and 
Captain Peter Campbell, aid-du-camp to the Commander ; jn chief. 
Amongft thofe wounded were Colonel Pierce, Captain J. Hamil- 
ton, feventy-third ; Captain Cole, hundred and firft, &c. &c. 

Captain 
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Captain Lindfay, who had been, wounded -in the knee at the moft 
advanced poft, was made prifoner when the grenadiers retired to 
the great redoubt, and foon afterwards expired. He was an officer 
whofe fall will ever be lamented by all who had a knowledge of his 
amiable, qualities. It is hard to determine whether in his death 
fociety or the fervice fuftained the greateft lofs ; fo engaging were 
his manners, fo benevolent was his heart, and fo confpicuoufly 
promifing were his military talents ! Not even the panegyrics of 
our General were fufficient to alleviate the irretrievable Ioffes of the 
feventy- third regiment upon that bloody day. 

The individuals of each regiment were buried on the fpot where 
they fell, a fleeve of the coat of each, with the button upon it, 
being left above ground by way of diftin&ion. We foon after- 
wards, however, felt the greateft inconvenience from this meafure, 
when doing duty in the trenches ; for during the night the jackals, 
allured by the fcent of human blood, ufed to come down from the 
woods in numerous herds, and, opening the graves, devour their 
contents; as thefe happened to be clofe to our lines,' the putrid 
fmell became no lefs offenfive than the myriads of flies that fat 
upon them in the day-time were diftreftingly tormenting, and dif- 
gufting at meal-times. 

Monfieur Suffrein, with an inferior force of fifteen fail, appeared 
on, the 14th in the offing, and feemed at firft to indicate, a defire fo 
• U u z fuccour 
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fuccour Cuddalore ^without fighting; upon which Sir Edward 
Hughes, who was then at Porto Nova, where a detachment from 
our army had been ported to collect provifions, dropped down to 
Cuddalore, in order to prevent the execution of his defign ; but, 
there being hardly any wind, it was the evening of the 15th 
before the enemy came clofe up to our fquadron ;• and juft at fun- 
fet, as both lines drew near to each other, a violent fquall burrt 
fiom the land, which drove the Englifh fleet, with all our ft ore - 
fhips, in an extraordinary manner out to fea, while Suffrein noblv 
weathered the gale, and anchored next morning in the very ground 
whicn our fleet had quitted in Cuddalore roads. 

I lie land- wind, which blew frefhly during the day, was 
lulled by the fea-breeze in the morning, by which means Sir 
Edward always hove in fight at that time, but was regularly met 
and driven back at noon by the land-wind from the oppofite 
quarter. Whilft the Britifh admiral was thus ft riving to regain his 
former ft at ion, Suffrein took a reinforcement of men on board 
from the garrifon, and regularly weighed anchor in the morning, 
keeping under an eafy fail along the fhore during the day, and 
anchoring in Cuddalore roads at night. On the 1 7th of June Sk 
Edward made great exertions to clofe with the enemy, when 
Suffrein, perceiving both fleets to be parallel to each other, deter- 
mined to avail himfelf of the ftrong wind which then blew off the- 
land in his favour, and bore gallantly , down before it upon the 

Britifh 
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Britifh fleet, which had hardly got into battle array before a fharp 
action was commenced, about four o’clock in the afternoon, in 
fight of both armies, and not above a league diftant from the fhore„ 

As Sir Edward had hitherto been fo fuecefsful with an inferior 
fleet, it was natural for us to entertain fanguine hopes of a victory 
from eighteen fail againfl fifteen ; but, although we had the advan- 
tage in fhips, the enemy were far fuperior to us in men,, for the 
Britifh fleet was almofl half manned by Indians, and an unfortunate 
ficknefs alfo prevailed amongft the feamen; which, with the want 
of water, obliged Sir Edward, after bravely maintaining the fight 
under every difadvantage till night came on, to fleer for Madras. 
This occafioned a great difappointment to General Stuart and the 
army, who were thereby left entirely to work out their own 
deliverance.. 

This being the lafl naval engagement betwixt the Britifh and 
French fquadrons in India, I beg to be indulged in taking a curfory 
view of the conduct and refources of the two contending admirals 
in the courfe of the war, that you may be prepared to pafs an im- 
partial opinion upon this fubjedt* 

The difadvantages under which Sir Edward Hughes laboured 
in the profecution of the war, may be eafily feen by any perfon 
who will take the trouble of invefligating them. He gallantly ' 

fought 
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fought, without an ally, .or fcareely any other refource but what 
his own ingenuity furniflied, again# the mo# expert admiral of 
France, who was liberally fupported by the Dutch and Hyder Ally; 
and engaged#^ a caufe fo defperate, that he had nothing to lofe 
but his #iips and men, and with the latter he was regularly and 
plentifully reinforced from the Me of France. On the other hand. 
Sir Edward Hughes had a mo# extend ve territory to protect in 
every quarter of India, with a great inferiority of fhips, and a ftill 
greater of feamen, his fleet never having been furnilhed with a Angle 
feaman from Britain, excepting thofe prefled from the outward- 
bound Eafl-Indiamen, the number of which was fo very inadequate 
for the fupply of his Ioffes by ficknefs and battle, that, durino- a 

great part of the war, but particularly in the la# engagement, Sir 
Edward was obliged to fubftitute wretched lafcars for Britijh 
Jailors, who formed at lea# a fourth part of his complement. 
Though labouring under fuch evident difad vantages, he not only- 
maintained his ground but boldly fought his foes, and gave them 
fuch repeated difcomfitures.that nothing important could be effe&ed 
by their land forces. No lefs than feven fea captains were fent in 
extreme difgrace to France by the gallant Suffrein, (fome of whom, 
it is faid, are ftill in the Baftile) on account of their mifcondud ■*. 


* After an enumeration of fuch important fervices, it will perhaps be matter of 
aftonifliment to many to learn, that the Eaft-India Company have never had the iuftice 
or gratitude to thank Sir Edward Hughes for having fo gallantly protected their fettle- 
ments which were undoubtedly in a very material degree laved from annihilation bv 
his valour, his vigilance, and truly patriotic example. 7 



In 


In this deplorable condition above- defcribed, without the ne« 
ceflary means for conducing the liege, and altnoff deftitute of 
every neceffary of life, we had the additional mortification to 
behold the whole of Monfieur SufFrein’s fquadron come to anchor 
in Cuddalore roads; from which, on the following morning, a 
ftrong detachment was debarked to ad as a fortee at this period, 
concerted. 

. Meanwhile no indufixy was Ipared on our part in forming the 
find parallel, a battery being completed upon each flank of it, with 

two in the centre, before the 25th. At three o’clock on that 

#>■ 

morning, whillt Colonels Gordon and Cathcart commanded in the 
trenches, the enemy, as had been expeded, made a fally of three 
different attacks, with fifteen hundred Europeans and as many 
fepoys ; but they were bravely repulfed by the European and black 
troops in our trenches; who, though prodigioufly haraffed by 
fatigue, fhewed them a refolute and Heady countenance, particularly 
the twenty-fourth regiment of Bengal fepoys, commanded by 
Qaptain Williamfon, who were at the time hard at work in the 
trenches; but, upon the firff alarm, they quickly exchanged the 
Ihovel for the mufquet, and bravely received a French regiment 
upon their bayonets, with whom they maintained a manly ffruggle 
in the defence of one of their banners, which, during the cohteft, 
was taken off. Four F rench officers, with fifty privates, were killed 
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in the trenches ; and the Colonel Commandant of the fally, with 
other four officers and eighty of the enemy’s privates, were made 
prifoners. We had on our part four officers, with feventy pri- 
vates, killed and wounded, and one officer made prifoner. Of the 
former was Major Cotgrove, of the Company’s fervice, a brave and 
heady officei ; and Captain W llliamfon, of the Bengal fepoys, was 
amongft the wounded. 

Oui army now feemed truly devoted ; for this fkirmiffi was no 
fboner over than we received information that another attack, of a 
far more formidable and alarming nature, had been concerted by 
the enemy, and was to take place upon the 4 th of July. It was to 
confift of every European and fepoy that could be muttered from 
both their fleet and army. One divifion was to proceed in boats 
up that fmall inlet of the lea which covered the right of our line, 
and to fall with all their vigour upon the right flank of our camp 
and baggage, whiltt a hill more formidable body was. to ufe every 
effort to penetrate our lines of entrenchment, both afterwards 
intending to unite their force againft our park of artillery; which 
they concluded, with good reafon, would fairly complete the over- 
throw of the Britiffi army. 

Our alarms, upon this awful intelligence, may be -more eaffiy 
imagined than defcribed; but, fortunately, while we were in this 


manner 
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manner ftruggling hard for the foperiority in the Eaftern world, 
and apparently upon the verge of annihilation, (as Mr, Benfield 
had humanely apprifed us) a frigate arrived, upon the ift of July, 
in Cuddalore roads, that had come from England with the welcome 
tidings of peace with France and the other belligerent powers of 
Europe having been ratified; in confequence of which hoftilities 
immediately ceafed betwixt the Britifh and French, and we now 
became as cordial friends as we had recently been bitter enemies. 

When Meffrs. Sadlier and Stanton (the firft a member of the 
Council of Madras, and the laft civil fecretary to the Governor) 
intimated peace to the Marquis de Bufly, they at the fame time 
brought orders from the Presidency for General Stuart to repair 
thither with the return of the frigate, in order, as it was reported, 
to account for fome late mifcondudt with which he was charged; 
and which, from the cavalier manner of his being taken from his 
high command and conduced on board the (hip, there was reafon 
to fuppofe to be of a heinous nature ; as fome French officers 
obferved who happened to be prefent at his embarkation. General 
Bruce chofe alfo to return to the Prefidency by the fame con- 
veyance.,. 

The fiege of Cuddalore was.no fooner ended than the fouthern 
army, which had been then upon its march to our affiftance, . was 

X x remanded 
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remanded to its former ftation upon the frontiers of Mifore, and 
reinforced by all the Europeans of our army (excepting the 
feventy-third regiment),, with five battalions of Carnatic fepoys, 
and a large proportion of artillery, under the. command of Colonels 
Stuart, Elphinfton, and Kelly., 

The tidings of peace afforded' a providential refpite to the army 
at Cuddalore,. who had fuffered greatly from fatigue, and were fo. 
miferably furnifhed with provifions, that they had fcarcely any 
other food to eat than the gun-bullocks than were killed by the 
enemy’s fhot,. or which accidentally died for want of forage, with an 
occafional fupply of coarfe buffalo-beef little better than, tough bull’s 
fiefh. Such was the fcarcity-of all forts of liquors that a bottle of 
bad arrack fold currently for two and three pagodas, equal to. 
twenty-four failings fterling; which was, however, indifpenfably 
necefiary to qualify the brackifh water found in our camp. 

When bullocks could be provided for the guns, to fupply the 
great mortality that had prevailed during the fiege, our army, now 
commanded by Colonel Gordon, decamped from Cuddalore upon 
the 2d of Auguft, and in fourteen days after reached St. Thomas’s 
mount, where we found the thirty-fixth and fifty-fecond regi- 
ments, under Major-general Campbell and Colonel Strabenlie, juft 
arrived from Europe. h yh 

The 
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The army under General Macleod, upon the Malabar coaft, 
y/as at this time ftrongly reinforced by a detachment, fent by fea 
from the Prefidency of Madras, confifting of about one thoufaad 
Britifh and Hanoverian troops under the command of Colonel 

Gordon... ■ ... .. ; ; v . 

Colonel Fullarton had no fooner re-occupied Caroor and Dara- 
poram than he received orders to defift, at prefent, from further 
hoftilities., as a negociation for peace was on foot with Tippo Sahib 
then before Mangalore with his army ; but he was enjoined to 
make every poffible preparation for a vigorous renewal of the war, 
Ihould that he found neceffary. 

With fo ftrong a reinforcement the fouthern army had now 
become very formidable; and it is but juftice to Colonel Fullarton 
to obferve, that no officer could have difplayed more judgment and 
exertion in putting the military departments under him upon a re- 
Ipedtable and ferviceable footing, in which he was ftrenuoufly aided 
by Meffrs. Sullivan, Irwin, and Hippefley, the civil overleers in 
thofe diltridts. There the military commander and civil governors 
went hand in hand upon all occalions, and confequent fuccels 
attended every enterprife ; a circumllance which reflected equal 
honour upon the zeal and cordiality of both parties. 
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The trace remained fo long undecided that Colonel Fullarton 
found it impoffible to fubfift his army without borrowing food from 
his neighbours, which the ftate of his finances did not afford the 
ability of repaying; but, juft as he found himfelf reduced to a ftate 
of great perplexity, a meffenger arrived from the Malabar coaft with 
certain information that Tippo had paid no regard to the armftice, 
but had commenced hoftilities afrefh upon Mangalore; upon which 
Colonel Fullarton thought himfelf at liberty , to retaliate. The 
fouthem army confequently likewife renewed hoftilities with 
no lets an objefl in view than the conqueft of Seringapatnam ; to 
which end they made very important and fuccefsfbl ftrides, having 
penetrated the enemy's country for a coufiderable way to the north- 
weft, and reduced feveral ftrong forts of communication on the 
road to Poligalchcrry: againft which important garrifon it has 
been ftready related that Colonel Humberfton Mackenzie had made 
a daring, though fruitlefs, attempt. Colonel Fullarton's army, 
however, now reached it after much labour and fetigue; and, in 
the profecution of a well-digefted and judicious plan of operations, 
it was befieged and reduced in a very ihort time. In this enterprife 
the Honourable Captain Maitland, of the feventy. eighth regiment, 
who commanded a corps of feleSed grenadiers in the fouthem 
army, bore a eonfpicuous part. The 13 th of November was the 
ay upon which the batteries played upon Poligatcherry; and on 
that night Captain Maitland, being in the trenches with part of his 

grenadiers, 
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grenadiers, availed himfelf of a heavy Ihower of rain, and drove the 
befieged with great briiknefs from the covered way, purfuing them 
fo clofely that his party entered the principal gates along with the. 
enemy; and being immediately followed by a reinforcement of our 
troops, the garrifon, thus furprifed, was forced to furrender at 
difcretion. 

But whilft Colonel Fullarton was thus gallantly retrieving our 
loft reputation, and profecuting certain means for the accomplish- 
ment of an honourable and advantageous peace; he received frefti. 
orders to defift from his purfuits, and to evacuate all thofe 
valuable poffeftions which had taken fuch labour in the attain- 
ment, excepting the fort of Dundigull. Accordingly the Colonel, 
though reafonably with great relu&ance, fell back to Trichinopoly 
to Wait the event of a frefti negociation with Tippo; where he 
remained in a ftate of fuipenfe for a confiderable time. 

Though it is by no means my intention in this- correfponaence' 
to dive into politics, and enter into the inteftirie difputes incident to 
an ill-regulated government, yet, in juftiee to his Majefty*s fervice,. 
I cannot refrain from narrating a few circumftances which, to every 
British office* then in India, appeared to be an ulurped ftretch of 
authority, as Well as a great indignity offered to his Majeftyyand his 
ttoops ferving in defence of the Carnatic; who, it mayjuftly be 

5 faid. 
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-laid, have contributed, in the courfe of the war, an extraordinary 
fhare of exertion for the felvation of the Company’s territories, 

..Soon after 'the army returned to Madras Sir John Burgoyne, 
for the firil time,, came to command in camp, accompanied by his 
regiment of light dragoons ; whofe treatment, fmce their arrival, 
I cannot help dwelling a little upon, in order to fhew how far the 
India Company have merited that paternal care and proteftion which 
his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to extend to their fettlements. 

The Company, being convinced early in the war how effential 
a corps of European cavalry would be in the conteft with Hyder 
Ally, obtained the order of government for this regiment of light 
horfemen to embark for India ; and, though they were apprifed of 
its deftination at Madras long before the regiment arrived, no care 
was taken to provide horfes for them that they might be the fooner 
ready to aft in the field : this bufinefs having been fhamefully deferred 
until the corps had been five months in the country, when General 
Coote at laft fent round by land four hundred dragoon horfes from 
Bengal ; which, by thefe negleds, had only got into proper training 
as the war was at a clofe. Three hundred and fixty of this fightly 
corps landed in Madras fit for duty ; and they had been flattered 
with the idea of receiving from thofe in power the moft generous 
encouragement-; but, inflead of that being the cafe, .the -firft 

quarters 
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quarters into which they had been ufhered were fuffocating bomb* 
proofs, from whence three or four hundred French prifoners, in- 
feCted. with various peftilential difeafes, had been recently removed. 
The confequence was fuch as might naturally have been expected. 
A fatal mortality fo much, prevailed in. the corps that no lefs than 
two or- three of them were fent daily to their graves. Such was 
Sir John- Burgoyne’s mortification at this unexpected treatment, 
joined to other difappointments, that he difplayed. more zeal ’ in 
maintaining the rights and dignity of his Majefty’s troops upon this 
occafion than was, perhaps, confident with prudence ; particularly 
when we confider the deaf ear that was given to his well-founded 
complaints, and the fhameful dereliction of that fupport which he 
had a right to expeCt from thofe in authority in England. - 

Sir John Burgoyne had exercifed the fupreme power in our 
camp but a fhort time, when he was torn from his command by a 
fpirit of diffenfion- and cabal,, which now raged like a contagion 
throughout the whole Erefideney ; and, in the end, infected the 
camp. General Stuart’s affair was again brought upon the carpets, 
marked with fuch virulence and. perfecution, that he was- foon 
publicly difmiffed from, the Company’s- fervice; and Lord Macart- 
ney’ s power at the fame time foared fo high, that he even aflumed 
an.abfolute authority over the king’s troops ; under the colour of 
which, General Stuart, was, after being publicly difmiffed from. the 

Company’s- 
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Company’s fervice, violently feized by a party of fepoys, when at 
his own country-houfe on Choultry-plain (full fix miles diftant 
from the army), and carried a clofe prifoner into Fort St. George. 
He was there denied the ufe of pen, ink, and paper, or even an 
interview with a friend, unlefs an orderly officer was prefent to 
overhear and report his converlation. Colonel Laing of the Com- 
pany’s fervice was at the fame time advanced to the rank of Lieu . ~ 
tenant-general , that he might command the army over Major- 
generals Stuart, Burgoyne, Campbell, and Ogle, &c. of his 
Majefty s fervice. A procedure fo irregular and invidious proved 
naturally productive of much perplexity and diffatisfadion amongft 
the king’s officers : feme withdrawing themfelves from camp, 
whilft others vainly attempted to ma»tain the dignity and authority 

of their flation. 

Thefe events were foon followed by a relaxation of difcipline; 
the foldiers, in general, not knowing the fburce of command, nor 
the refidence of legal, authority, became turbulent and impatient of 
•control ; whilft others again loudly murmured to fee fiuch unufual 
divifions and anarchy prevail amongft their leaders. In this ftate 
of confufion, the Governor deemed it prudent to draw up the 
bridges and fhut the gates of Fort St. George ; and, had it not been 
for the cordiality and good fellowfhip which univerfally fubfifted 
•betwixt the King’s and Company’s officers, who had ihared 
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the fatigufes -of war together, notwithstanding the artful that ' 
had been taken to fow the feeds of diffenfion amcmgft them, 
thefe broils- might have terminated in a manner very fatal to the 
fettletneiit. 

General Burgoyne was next arrefted, and aecufed of all the 
heinous crimes that could be fuggefted*; whilft General Stuart 
was conducted by a guard of fepoys to the fhore, in a manner very 
unbecoming the rank of a commander in chief, put on board of 
a country veflfel, (which every perfon deemed dangeroufly leaky,) 
and fent a clofe prifoner to England. 

How far Lord Macartney was juftifiable in thefe proceedings, 

I leave others to determine. All I have to fay is, that 1 never yet 
heard of any fpecific crime being publicly laid to the charge of 
General Stuart ; and the treatment which he experienced was fuch 
as ought only to brand the conduct of the moft guilty criminal. 

Such was the unhappy condition of the Prefidency at Fort 
St. George, and the ill-regulated flate of the army, when Tippo 
Sahib’s ambaflador arrived to treat about peace. 

** Upon General Dalling’s arrival at Madras, as commander in chief upon the 
Coromandel coaft, he carried out orders from the King for a board of general officers 
to fcrutinize the conduct of General Burgoyne, by which he was moft honourably 
acquitted of every charge that the moft inveterate malice could adduce againft him. 

i ' - ' , ' Yj Upon 



Upon this event, the main army, then encamped at the Mount, 
marched into winter quarters, in the environs of Madras ; as did 
the.fouthern forces in, the neighbourhood of T richinopoly. The 
northern detachment, under General Jones, after being for fome 
time furrounded in their camp, were permitted to retire into can- 
tonments in Ellore ; and thus ended the operations of 1 7^3** 


' ! 
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This year opened with the moft flattering hopes of 
a fpeedy pacification. The troops remained in quarters after the' 
ufual period of taking the field, whilfl the negociation with Tippo 
Sahib’s vakeel was carrying on at Madras; and, after many con- 
ferences with that plenipotentiary, the Governor determined that 
an embafly fhould be fent to the Nabob himfelf, to fupplicate a 
fpeedy peace upon the belt terms that could poflibly be obtained. - 

Before the ceffation of hoftilities, Tippo had been far advanced 
in his attack upon the garrifon of Mangalore, having gained the 
covered-way and made a practicable breach in the wall; and while 
things were in that ftate did the Sultan and Colonel Campbell 
agree to an armiftice. Each kept pofleffion of his own works, and 
one hundred men were exchanged as hoftages* The Miforian 
chief engaged to furnifh the Britifh garrifon with provifions, upon 
their paying for the fame, whilfl; they fhould remain in that fituation ; 
but he foon fell. off fomuch from his agreement, and what he had 

Y y 2 -ydy-py fupplied 


fupplied had been fb prodigioufly over-rated, that towards the month 
of January they were reduced to the neceffity of living upon frogs,,, 
and fuch other vermin as could he. found in the ditch. The extent 
of their diftrefs may be eafily imagined from this circumftance — 
that a crow, which might be accidentally fhot in flying over the 
garrifon, was at laid currently fold for five rupees, or ten {hillings- 
fterling. Such was the calamitous fituation of the brave Colonel. 
Campbell and. his undaunted garrifon when. the. Engliih deputies 
were difpatched to negociate, about peace 1; 

Meffrs. Sadlier and Stanton, , with a guard’ of cavalry, under 
Captain Thomas Dallas,, (an, officer of diflinguifhed merit,) and- 
feveral hundred coolies laden with a fupply of flops- for our Euro^ 
pean prifoners, Were difpatched upon this ferviee: but Tippo, 
intoxicated by his fuccefles, and eagerly bent upon the reduction, of 
Mangalore by famine, let a confidsrable fpace of time elapfe before 
he would condefcend to liften to the overtures humbly offered on 
the part of the Englifh. Some commotions alfo arofe at this 
period in Tippo Sahib’s camp, excited by Kirham Sahib and his 
adherents, which terminated in the death, of, Mahomed Ally his 
principal general, and many others of the confpirators. Differences 
in opinion, warmly contefted betwixt our own plenipotentiaries, 
after they had almofl: reached the Malabar coaft, added to the above 
caufes, tended much to retard the progrefs of this negocfatiou ; and. 
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in confequenee of the latter occasion of delay, a third' gentleman 
(Mr. Huddiefton}! was joined, in the commiffion with the two- 
former,. to adt with them as umpire in their impolitic difputes. 
Tippo, however, found means to accomplish his own wiShes by the 
inoft deceitful infraction of the armiftice. Colonel Campbell, often - 
tantalifed by the frequent appearance of a fupply and reinforcement, 
but which never, reached him, faw that now the hopes and exem- 
plary patience of his: brave foldiers were completely exhausted ; and, .. 
being reduced to their very laft ratio of provisions, was forced to fur- 
render Man galore,, upon the condition of his troops being fent, .with 1 
all the honours of war,, to join General Macleod’s divifion at Tilli- 
eherry; which terms, as peace feemed now clofe at hand, Tippo 
deeming unworthy of violation, were adhered to; and thus ended 
a. liege, in which Colonel Campbell, and the troops under his com- 
mand,, acquired the higheft Share of military glory; but unfortu- 
nately that 1 brave officer,, worn out with fatigue, did not. long live 
to enjoy his juftly-merited applaufe, he foon afterwards dying at 
Bombay. 

The army under General Macleod was likewifo at that time : 
fo hard pufhed for an existence, as to be under the neceffity (after - 
having fruitlefsly ufed every entreaty, and made liberal offers of - 
money, for a fupply of provisions) , of deSperately attacking Can- 
nanore, in a manner a neutral garrifon, though warmly attached 
5 


to 


to- the Mifprian interefts; which place was carried with the lofs of 
one hundred Europeans killed and wounded, and afterwards plun- 
dered of money and provisions, , 

The Governor of Madras, finding fo little attention paid to his 
deputation, and that much time was wafted to no kind of purpofe, 
judged it expedient that , the >main army fhould again take the field, 
in order to enforce the terms propofed, as well as to divert the 
attention of .the foldiers, who, during their inactivity in winter- 
quarters, had begun to call out loudly for the payment of their 
arrears, which they juftly thought might be cleared off towards the 
conclufion of the war, wifely judging from experience that, when 
no further fervice was required of them, little attention would be 
paid to their claims, how.eyer juft they might be. 

The army was therefore affembled at St. Thomas’s Mount, 
under the command of .Lieutenant-general Laing. At this period 
a comet of uncommon magnitude and fplendour made its appear- 
ance in our heniifphere. Comets are laid to portend fome important 
revolution in human affairs. From this, fuperftition might have 
anticipated fome ftriking event, as it arofe for feveral nights fuc- 
eeffively in the fouth-eaft quarter, direding its. courfe with much 
brilliancy to the weft ward, where it faded from our view. From, 
the Mount, the^army foon afterwards advanced to Arcot. 
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Tippo, after having led the Britifh deputies in the mold con* 
temptuous .manner from" place to place, at laffc condefcended to 
grant them an audience at Mangalore, in the prefence of all the 
foreign ambafladors at' his court; whom, it is faid, he haughtily 
requeued to bear witnefs that he had reduced the Engliffi to 
implore for peace at his hands. Thus, after a feries of, events too 
mortifying to be repeated, or even to be reflected upon, the follow- 
treaty of peace was finally fettled and concluded at Mangalore on = 
the 1 1 th of March, 1784.. 

Gaptain Dallas immediately made a circuit through the Mifore • 
prifons, and conducted two hundred European officers, and one 
thoufand one hundred privates, with about two thoufand fepoys 
and others, out of a moft wretched Hate of captivity ; in much 
better health, however, than could have been expected from the 
treatment which they had received. It was alleged ’that three 
Madras officers and five midfhipmen, with about two hundred’ 
European privates, whom he had converted to Mahomedanifm, 
were fecreted by Tippo Sahib for his own fervice, as no account 
could ever afterwards he got of them. 
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Treaty of perpetual P eaceand Friendjhip between she Honourable the 'E nglish 
East-Indi a Company, and the Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder 
on his own behalf, for the countries of Seringapatnam, Hyder-nagur, &c. 
and all his other pojfefions : fettled by Aathony Sadlier, George Leonard 
Stanton, and John Huddlefton, Efqrs. m behalf -of the Honourable Eng- 
lish East-India Company , for all their pqffeffions, ana for the Carnatic 
•Payen Ghaut, by virtue of powers delegated to the Right Honourable the 
P ref dent and SeleB Committee of Fort St. George for that purpofe, by the 
Honourable the Governor-general and Council, appointed by the King and Par- 
hament of Great-Britain to direct and contrast all political affairs of the 
Honourable Engish East-India Company /* India, and by the fold 
Nabob, agreeably to the following Articles, which are to be Jhidlly and inva- 
riably obferved, as long as the Sun and Moon full laft, by both parties ; that is 

to fay, by ^Enlish Company and the three Governments of Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay, and the Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder. 

article I. 


Puace and friendfhip (lull immediately take place between the faid 
Company and the Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder, and their friends and 
alltes, particularly including therein the Rajahs of Tanjore and Trarencore 
who are friends and allies to the Englilh, and the Carnatic Payen Ghaut • 
alfo Tippo Sultan’s friends and allies, the Bibby of Cannanore, and the 
Rajahs, or Zemindars, of the Malabar coaft, are included in this create 
The Engltlh will not direffly, or indireftly, affifl the enemies of the 
Nabob Tappo Suhan Bahauder, nor make war upon his friends or allies, 
and the Nabob T.ppo Sultan Bahauder will not directly, or indireffly 
affift the enemtes, nor make war upon the friends or allies, of the Englilh! 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE II. 

Immediately after figning and fealing the Treaty by the Nabob 
Tippo Sultan Bahauder, and the three Commiffioners, the faid Nabob 
fhall fend orders for the complete evacuation of the Carnatic, and the 
reftoration of all the forts, and places in it, now poffeffed by his troops, 
(the fort of Amboor-gur, and Sat-gur excepted;) and fuch evacuation 
and reftoration fhall actually and effectually be made in the fpace of thirty 
days from the day of figning the treaty; and the faid Nabob fhall alfo, 
immediately after figning the Treaty, fend orders for the releafe of all 
the perfons who were taken and made prifoners in the late war, and are now 
alive, whether European or native ; and for their being fafely conducted 
to, and delivered at, fuch Englifh forts or fettlements as fhall be neareft 
to the places where they now are ; fo that the faid releafe and delivery of 
the prifoners fhall actually and effectually be made in thirty days from the 
day of figning the Treaty. The Nabob will caufe them to be fupplied with 
provifions and conveyances for the journey, the expenfe of which fhall be 
made good to them by the Company. The Commiffioners will fend an 
officer or officers to accompany the prifoners to the different places where 
they are to be delivered ; in particular, Abdal Wahal Cawn, taken at 
Chittor, and his family, fhall be immediately releafed, and if willing to 
return to the Carnatic, fhall be allowed to do fo. If any perfon or perfons, 
•belonging to the faid Nabob, and taken by the Company in the late war, 
be now alive, and in prifon in Bencoolen, or other territories of the Com- 
pany, fuch perfon or perfons fhall be immediately releafed, and, if willing 
to return, fhall be fent, without delay, to the neareft fort or fettlement in 
the Mifore country. Budrapah, late Amuldar of Poligatcherry, fhall be 
releafed, and at liberty to depart. 
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ARTICLE 
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article III. 

Immediately after figning and fealing the Treaty, the EngHfh Com- 
miffioners fhall give written orders for the delivery of Onore, Canavvar, 
and Sadalheraguda, and forts or places adjoining thereto, and fend a fhip 
or ftiips to bring away the garrifom. The Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder 
will eaufe the troops in thofe places to be fupplied with provifions and 
pther necefiky affiftanee for their voyage to Bombay (they paying for the- 
%se.) The Commiffioners will likewife give at the feme time written 
orders for the immediate delivery of the forts and diftrkfts of Caroor, 
Auravacourchy, andDavaraporumy and, immediately after the releafe and 
delivery of the pnfoners as before mentioned, die fort and diftrid of 
Dindigul (hall be evacuated and reftored to the Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahau- 
der, and none of the troops of the Company fhall afterwards remain in the 
countryof the Nabob Tippo- Sultan Bahauder. 

' '■ . : — V ,.b" '' , . -• , 

A R T I C L. E IV, 

As foon as all the prifoners are releafed and delivered, the fort and dif- 
trid of Cananore fhall be evacuated and reftored to Ali Rajah Bibby, the 
queen of that country, in the prefence of any one perfon,. without troops, 
whom theNabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder may appoint for that purpofe j and! 
at the feme time, that the orders are given for the evacuation and delivery 
of the forts of Cananore and Dindigul, the faid Nabob, fhall give writ**® 
orders for the evacuation and delivery of Amboor-gur muTsat-gur to 
the Englifh., and in the mean time none of the troops of the faid Nabob 

{hall be left m any part -of the Carnatic, except in the two forts above- 
mentioned. 


article 


V. 
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ARTICLE 

After the conclusion of the Treaty, the Nabob Tippo Sultan Babauder 
will make no claim whatever in future on the Carnatic, 

ARTICLE VI. 

All perfons whatever, who have been taken and carried away from the 
Carnatic Payen Ghaut, which includes Tanjore, by the late Nabob Hyder 
Ally Cawn Bahauder, who is in heaven, or the Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahau- 
der, and willing to return, fhail be immediately allowed to return with 
their families and children, or as foon as may be convenient to themfelves ; 
and all perfons belonging to Vinkittygary Rajah, who were taken prifoners 
in returning from the fort of Vellore, to which place they had been fent 
with provifions, fhall alfo be releafed and permitted immediately to return. 
Lift of the principal perfons belonging to the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn 
Bahauder, and to the Rajah of Vinkittygary, fhall be delivered to the 
Nabob Tippo Sultan’s minifters ; and the Nabob will caufe the contents 
of this article to be publicly notified throughout his country. 

; A R T I C L E VII. 1 

This being the happy period of general peace and reconciliation, the 
Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder, as a teftimony and proof of his friendship 
to the Englifh, agrees that the Rajahs or Zemindars, on this coaft, who 
have favoured the Englifh in the late war, fhall not be molefted on that 
account. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder hereby renews and confirms all 
the commercial privileges and immunities given to the Englifh by the 
late Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn Bahauder, who is in heaven, and particularly 
ftipulated and fpecified in the Treaty between the Company and the faid 
Nabob, concluded the 8th of Auguft, 1770. 
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ARTICLE 


ARTICLE IX. 


The Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahauder lb all reftore the Factory and pri- 
vileges pofleffed by the Engiifh at Callicut, until the year 1779 (or 1 193 
Hegyra) ; and {hall reftore Mount Dill y, and its' diftriCt, belonging to the 
fettlement of Tillicherry, and poffeiFed by the Englifli till taken by 
Surdar Cawn at the commencement of the late war. 

' ARTICLE X. : 

The Treaty {hall be figned by the Englifh Commiffioners, and a copy 
of it {hall afterwards be figned and fealed by the Prefident and SeleCt Com- 
mittee of Fort St. George, and returned to the Nabob Tippo Sultan Ba- 
hauder in one month, or fooner if poffible; and the fame {hall be acknow- 
ledged under the hands and feals of the Governor-general and Council of 
Bengal, and the Governor and Select Committee of Bombay, as binding 
upon all the governments in India, and copies of the Treaty fo acknowledged 
{hall be fent to the faid Nabob in three months, or fooner if poffible. 

In Teftimony whereof, the faid contracting parties have figned, 
fealed, and interchangeably delivered, two inftruments of the fame 
tenor and date; to wit, the faid three Commiffioners on behalf of 
the Honourable Englifli Eaft-India Company, and the. Carnatic 
Payen Ghaut * and the faid Nabob Tippo Sultan Bahaud'er on his 
own behalf, and the dominions of Serin gapatnam, and Hyder- 
nagur, & c. Thus executed at Mangalore, otherwife called' Codiaf 
Bunder, the nth day of March, and year 1784 of the Chriftian 
sera, and 18th day of the moon Rabenlfany, in the year of 
Hegyra 1198. ' 


After the garrifon of Arne had been evacuated by Sid Sahib in 
confequence of the above treaty, it was determined to ftation, for 
the prefent, all the cavalry of our army at that place. They were 
accordingly ordered thither entirely by themfelves, without the 
Council having once thought of advancing them a few months pay 
for the liquidation of their camp debts, and to enable them to carry 
their families along with them ; a confideration which, refpe&ing 
thofe people, ought never to be overlooked. The confequence of 
this omiffion was, that they had no fooner gotten pofieffion of Arne 
garrifon than they fhut the gates, and bid defiance to our whole 
army; threatening their European officers with inftant death if they 
did not immediately procure all the arrears due to them by the 
Company ; the whole four regiments of cavalry, and two hundred 
light infantry that attended their guns, propofing afterwards to join 
Tippo Sahib’s army. ' : 

In this mutinous ftate they continued , tampering with the 
government and army for upwards of a fortnight ; during which 
time their European officers were expofed to the fun the whole day 
long, and treated with the utmofl feverity, the mutineers thinking 
thereby to accompliffi their point ; but General Laing at lad received 
orders to march fuddenly againft them ; upon which, havin« 
no alternative, they furrendered at difcretion. ’ Twelve of the un- 
fortunate ringleaders (fome of whom happened to be black officers) 


were 
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were fele&ed for the purpofe of being made immediate examples of, 
and were blown from the muzzles of cannon in the face of the 
whole army. The la# of the dozen luckily met with a reprieve 
from the fufe having burnt priming no lefs than three different 
times whilft he was lathed to the muzzle of the gun; upon which 
the brave foldier appealed to the General if he was deftined to die 
at that time; who, upon this, very humanely granted him a pardoa. 
Thofe that had buffered died with undaunted courage, upbraiding 
their companions with traiterous conduct towards them, and ex- 
horting them to affert their freedom again# the oppreffive authority 
of their rulers. 

I fliall now proceed to engage your attention by a fhort detail of 
the unparalleled bufferings of the Englhh prifoners during a wretched 
captivity of three years and feven months. 

In the prifon of Seringapatnam they underwent a variety of 
hardfhips. After twelve months’ confinement about thirty of the 
moft comely youths were taken out, in different parties, and 
forced to undergo the operations preparatory to their being 

initiated into Mahomedanifm, in the following cruel manner: 

Being thruft into a contiguous houfe, they were informed that the 
Nabob had fele&ed them for his own fervice ; and that they mull, 
without a murmur, adopt the religion of Mahomet. Upon this 

5 they 


they were Gripped naked by fifty or fixty negroes who flood by for 
that purpofe : a number of black barbers then entered {trapping 
their razors, who inftantly ihaved off every hair from their bodies. 
Thefe were followed by as many men with large leathern bags of 
water, with which they were wafhed all over, and purified from 
the Chriftian faith. They were next caufed’ to fwallow ftrong 
opiates in order to render them infenfibie of pain ; when each of 
them was feized by thofe unmerciful negroes, and pinioned to the 
ground, whilft a kind of furgeon flepped forth and performed the 
adt of circumcifion upon them all. In about thirty days they got 
the better of this painful operation, when the whole were clothed* 
in Moorifh habits,- and ordered to difcipline about five hundred 
natives of the Carnatic, who had, in the courfe of the war, been 
driven from their country into a ftate of flavery, in order that they 
might he trained as foldiers for the Mifbrian fervice. In this 
branch of duty they made great progrefs ; and, upon being told that 
they muft foon take the field to quell a rebellion amongft forne of 
the Nabob’s vaflals, they affeded uncommon zeal for his fervice,, 
thereby hoping to facilitate their, efcape when a proper opportunity 
fhould offer. * 'giK. "y'*' 

They kept up, in the mean time, a fecret correfpondenee with . 
their officers ; and a feafible plan of infurredtion, in favour of the 
rightful king of Mifore, was concerted at Seringapatnam ; but, juft 


as it was ripe for execution, one Richard Hegan, who had deierted 
from the Company’s fervice, being let into the plot, made a dis- 
covery of the whole to the Governor on the very night before it 
was to take place. This fellow’s treachery, however, was the 
means of faving his life, as two foldiers of the feventy-third regi- 
ment, fufpicious of his fidelity, determined that night to put an 
end to his existence. . He was afterwards made commandant of the 
five hundred (laves as a recompenfe' for his attachment to the in- 
terests of the Nabob. InStead of a dreadful vengeance being taken, 
as was expedted, upon the unhappy Europeans, they were only 
feparated into fmall parties, fome of the officers being fent up the 
country to Chittaldroog and other remote places, whilft the 
European Mahomedans and the five thoufand (laves, as has been 
already mentioned, were ordered to take the field, joined by four 
thoufand horfe and foot. Thefe, after quieting a rebellion of the 
Naiars, were afterwards reinforced to eight thoufand men, and fent 
againft General Mathews at Beddinore. Amongft thofe unfor- 
tunate young men were two privates (Mackintofh and Mackenzie) 
of the feventy-third regiment, who by this time fpoke and under- 
ftood the Moorifh language fo well as to comprehend that a retreat 
was meditated after they had advanced the length of Siermuggy, 
fixty miles from Mathews’s army. This they communicated to 
the reft of their companions ; ten of whom at once determined, 
at all hazards, to attempt their efcape. In order the more readily 


to 
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to ffiun detection, they divided themfelves into pairs, and fled from 
the Mahomedans. Mackintofh and Mackenzie kept together ; and, 
after fcrambling for two days through woods and over hills, without 
tailing a morfel of any kind of food but cocoa-nuts and fuch fruits 
as could be found, they were upon the fecond night fuddenly fur- 
prifed by a noife in the dark, which prodigioufly alarmed them. 
It proceeded from a number of voices ; and, upon liftening atten- 
tively for fome time, they found the converfation to be carried on 
in the Gaelic language, which converted their fears into the moft 
unbounded tranfports of joy. Upon this they eagerly advanced; 
and, having made themfelves known, were cordially received by 
their countrymen, who formed a picket of the forty-fecond regi- 
ment in front of the Britilh army. Thefe were the only two out 
of the ten that were ever after heard of. 

All the officers and privates, that remained in prifon, were 
unremittingly loaded with heavy irons, and fed upon rice and 
water, produced from an allowance of about four pence per day. 
Their habitations were generally old Arables and fuch uncomfortable 
places, in which all the moll: humiliating operations of nature were 
neceflarily to be performed. Conftant alarm and unceafing appre- 
henfion preyed upon their anxious minds, and completed the 
miferies of their horrid fituation. 
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The gallant Colonel Baillie, with many more of his compa- 
nions, after a lingering confinement, during which he fuffered much 
from ficknefs, died of melancholy and chagrin in Seringapatnam 
prifon. 

The detachment in Bangalore met with nearly the lame 
treatment ; and an infurredion, which they had in agitation, was 
fruftrated much in the fame manner as that already related. Such 
was the miferable fate of thofe who had the misfortune to be taken 
in Colonel Baillie’s and Brathwate’s detachments, as well as of thofe 
who had been delivered into the power of the Nabob by Monfieur 
Suffrein, 

The fufferings of the truly unfortunate men who were taken 
at Beddinore furpaffes, if poffible, ' thofe which have been already 
defcribed. That garrifon had no fooner furrendered, according to 
their terms of capitulation, and encamped beyond the , glacis of the 
.tort, than they were furrounded by a very ftrong guard, and in- 
formed that it was not the Nabob’s intention that they fhould march 
to the coaft for fome days. This gave them ferious came to fufped 
that fomething worfe was to follow, which foon proved to be too 
true ; for, in a Ihort time afterwards, the General, with his whole 
retinue, were feparated from the reft, and he himfelf brought to 
the Durbar in order to account for fome fecret tranfadions that had 


5 


been 
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■been carried on betwixt him and his colleague Hayet Sahib (who 
took care to make his efcape at the beginning of this difafter) ; as 
alfo with a defign to intimidate the General, by fevere threats, into 
a furrender of all the garrifons which he had fubdued in the low 
countries. 

In this forlorn ftuation a ftrong reinforcement was added to 
•their guards ; when all the Britilh officers were violently feized and 
brought to the public bazar, or futtling place ; where they were 
feverally ftripped of all their horfes, baggage, clothes, money, 
watches, &c. with a fpirit of fcrutiny hitherto unheard of ; their 
very fundaments being fearched for pagodas. Immediately after 
this the reft of the Europeans and fepoys, with their wives and 
children, underwent the fame infamous operation. Notice was 
likewife given to them that the Nabob, ever fince his arrival before 
the garrifon, had been forging irons for them, and that it would be 
in vain to entertain any hope of efcaping with impunity. 

After this ceremony had been performed the whole were 
marched back prifoners to the fort, the tick . and wounded being left 
upon the ground, who were inhumanly tolled about and dragged 
out of their doolies, or lick beds, by the bleeding ftumps of thole 
limbs which had been recently amputated. 
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They 


They were how joined by the garrifons of Anantpore and 
Cowaldroog, both of which had been included in the terms of 
capitulation; when an allowance of about two pence, and a pound 
of coarfe rice, per day, was made to each perfbn, officers and 
privates being ferved without difcrimination. - ' 

The officers, finding no mitigation of their cruel treatment 
likely to take place, wrote a fpirited letter to the Commandant of 
the Fiench troops, reprefenting to him the Nabob’s unprecedented 
and inhuman conduft, and exhorting him to ufe his- influence in 
obtaining the fulfilment of the terms of capitulation. This letter 
was delivered by a French officer who had been made prifoner 
during the fiege, and had come to return his acknowledgments for 
the civilities which had then been ffiewn to him by the Britifh 
officers; but, to their great mortification and difappointment, no 
anfwer was returned, nor any French officer ever afterwards per- 
mitted to vifit them. Great ficknefs was the natural confecjuence of 
ffich Mbarous treatment; the diftrefles of which were rendered 
■irremediable by the furgeons having been deprived of all their 
medicines and inffaruments. 

Thus oppreffed with fuffering, and finking under forrow and 
defpair, all^thofe of the detachment, who were thought in any 
degree capable of fupporting the fatigues of a march, were draped 
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into the ftreets, and chained in pairs by the hands without dif~ 
tin&ion of rank; and, after having undergone another examination 
equally ftrift with the former, the whole began an ignominious 
march in thefe cruel circumftancea, under a ftrong guard, to a hill- 
fort called Chittaldroog, fttuated about a hundred and thirty miles 1 
north-eaft of Beddinore ; where they were detained; in a wretched 
Hate of captivity, until relieved by the treaty of peace. 

Barbarians alone, inured to refinements in cruelty, can conceive 
the horrible fufferings of thofe unhappy captives- in that memorable 
march. Many officers, who-. were Tick and badly wounded, ufed 
every entreaty to be left behind, but all- was in vain; for their 
Applications only tended to incenfe the favage guards, and excite* 
frefli inftances of their unrelenting cruelties. None were fuffered 
to remain behind but thofe who bore the evident fymptoms of 
approaching death.. 

' . X : ■ ... v , ,w ' ' . . * ' ' 1 •* - ; , * ... . . • - •- . . .. 

The firft day’s journey furnifhed a melancholy proof of the 
fufferings which were yet in referve for them. If any one of the 
Europeans. attempted at any time to fhelter himfelf under a tree from 
the intenfe violence of the fun, or prefumed to halt, or even to aik 
for a draught, of water, he was unmercifully chaftifed by the 
hardened guards, who beat him. feverely with their fwprds and 
Hicks, while others were driven forward by the, butt-ends -of their 
' f ■; fTf vT.fh'-hf fire- 
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fire-locks with every mark of favage abuie. They were frequently 
-Ipit upon with an exprefiion of the moft humiliating contempt. 

In this unhappy condition did they proceed until they arrived 
at the fort of Simoga, about fixty miles on their intended journey, 
when they flattered themfelves that lefs rigorous meafures might be 
pui fued; but the barbarians ftill exulted in their miferies, and 
feemed to delight in every ad that could inflid freffi torment and 
afflidion upon an European. If any, from exceffive ficknefs, 
required being carried, and the favages appointed to bear him 
along found him too heavy, they fcrupled not to difpatch him 
by a blow upon the head. It was with difficulty that they could 
be prevailed upon even to feparate the perfon who had died from 
the furvivor that was chained to him. One evening an officer, 
who had been feized with the cramp in his ftomach, and by his 
violent writhings, in confequence of the exceffive pain, greatly 
incommoded his fellow-captive, the latter being in great danger of 
Having his arm broke, ventured to unrivet his fetters ; and, though 
he had permiffion from one of the efcort near him to do fo, he was 
brought to a tree, with a rope about his neck, and narrowly efcaped 
bang hanged, his reprieve being purchafed at the expenfe of a few 
blows and kicks from the Jemindar ; who then informed the whole, 
once for all, that he had the Nabob’s orders to hang any one who 
ffiould make the fmallefl attempt to free himfelf from his irons. 


Here 
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Here they were told that General Mathews and his fuite r under 
the fame load of oppreffion, had juft arrived in that fort upon their 
way to Seringapatnam. 

The following night produced a moft violent ftorm of thunder, 
lightning, and rain ; to which the whole of the unhappy prifoners 
were quite expofed — a circumftance that bore particularly hard 
upon the lick, and occafioned a very great mortality amongft 
them. — From thence they continued their rout, and, for the firft 
time, were brought under cover at the fort of Hooly Onoor, about 
ten miles further on* As they drew nearer to the place of their 
deftination the efcort feemed to relax a little in their brutal feverity ; 
and, after a feries of fatiguing marches, on the 2.1ft of May, the 
prifoners at length arrived at the garrifon of Chittaldroog, fituated. 
upon the fummit of a lofty hill, riling in the heart of a- wide- 
extended plain. 

After they had been expofed for a whole day to the violence of 
the fun, at the foot of this hill, they were conducted, in two parties, 
up to the fort, and there confined in feparate*dungeons ; and, having 
been again fearched and plundered, their handcuffs were taken off„ 
and irons put upon their legs. A hand-mill was now given to them 
for the purpofe of grinding their rice; which, with the operation 
of dr effing their victuals, became their principal occupation and! 

amufement 
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atmifement during the remainder of their captivity. It deferves 
to be remembered that, amidft all their penury and diftreffes, thofe 
unfortunate Britons forgot not to celebrate the birth-day of their 
fovereign. On this occafion they bought a flieep, at a very exor- 
bitant rate confidering their finances, on which they feaited, in 
honour of the day, with the greateft demonftrations of loyalty. 

Their allowances were increafed or diminifhed according -to 
the good or bad fuccels of Tippo’s arms ; and when any of them 
died he was thrown over a precipice of the rock as a prey to 
vultures and tigers. In this deplorable manner did they linger 
out the remainder of the war, depending for their daily fubfiflence, 
and even for their lives, upon .the caprice of a favage enemy. 
When the pacification was effected the furvivors were reftored to 
liberty, and experienced. that unutterable joy which a releafe from 
a long and painful captivity only can infpire. General Mathews, 
with all the captains of the hundredth regiment, and other officers 
of diflindionfihad been forced to fwallow poifon ; of which they all 
expired, at Serin gapatnam, in a manner too horrid for relation. 

■Enough cannot be faid of the fidelity and generous conduct 
of the Company’s black officers and fepoys during the whole feries 
of thefe unparalleled fufferings. Every cruel mode that could be 
fuggefted by the enemy was adopted to force them into .their 

fervice, 



fervice, but the brave fepoys were fatisfied to fuffer every hardship 
and indignity rather than forfeit their allegiance to the Company. 
Numbers of the black officers were barbaroufly murdered for their 
inflexibility, while others, with the fepoys, were fet to hard labour 
upon the moll fcanty portion of food ; but all was ineffectual to 
fhake their fidelity. The attachment of the fepoys was equally 
confpicuous in their kind attentions to fome of the Europeans who 
happened to be confined in the fame prifon with them, they having 
frequently bought meat for them, in the bazar, with the hard- 
earned pittance which they daily received; obferving, that, though 
the black people could do without it, they well knew that it 

was impoflible for Europeans to exift without meat. They 

had alfo the kindnefs, during the journey towards the Carnatic 
after their releafe, voluntarily to carry the knapfacks of thofe poor 
European foldiers, who, from weaknefs, were overcome with 
fatigue. 

In making a few obfervations upon the general conduCt of the 
war, I mean not to cenfure the character of any individual. A witnefs 
myfelf of moft of the hoftile operations in this quarter of Alia, 
and, in fome meafure, a fufferer by them, I draw conclufions from 
what I have feen, unbiaffed by motives of interefl: or particular 
predilections. 


B b b 


Peace 


Peace is generally confidered by thofe who have toiled through 
the hardships of war as fuch a bleffing, that the acquirement of it 
is generally applauded, however humiliating, or repugnant to the 
real interefts of the ftate, the terms may be upon which it is 
obtained. To eftablifli peace, upon a firm and lading foundation, 
is an object that I fhould conceive requires the mod: profound 
deliberation. To begin a war is a matter of more ferious import 
than the generality of mankind are capable of perceiving; but 
when once entered into upon proper grounds, in order to fecure a 
permanent peace, it fhould never be ended while the lead; profpedt 
of advantage remains. 

It is to be hoped that the treaty of -peace, which the Company 
have lately concluded with Tippo Sahib, is only meant to be tem- 
porary. Such, Tam certain, imift he the wifh of every Briton 
actuated by fentiments of patriotifm, and capable of feeling the 
indignities which have been uniformly heaped upon the Britifh 
name. Can any Englifhman read ©f the fufferings of his unfor- 
tunate countrymen, in the different prifons of Mifore, without 
dropping a tear of fympathy? — Or can he perufe the account of 
the repeated indignity and contempt with which his nation has 
been treated by the prefent ufurper of Mifore, without being filled 
with indignation, and burning with fentiments of retaliation and 
revenge ? 
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It mull be allowed that the diftrefies in which we were 
involved during the war, in this quarter of India, were in a great 
meafure occafioned by our own imprudence and mifcondudt. Want 
of unanimity amongft our rulers laid the foundation for mifcarriage 
and defeat ; and the ardour of our armies was invariably checked by 
the want of fupplies, withheld through the anarchy and diffenfions 
that generally prevailed in the councils of Madras. The rocks, upon 
which we have fplit, are now perceptible to every eye ; and it is to be 
hoped that future rulers may be diredted by them to fhun the fatal dif- 
afters into which the affairs of this fettlement have lately been plunged. 
To retrieve our finking reputation in India muff be the united 
effort of labour and of wifdom ; and I fhould humbly conceive that 
no meafure would be more likely to effedt this definable purpofe 
than to crufh the objedt of our juft revenge, the prefent ufurper 
of the Mifore throne ; and, by an obfervance of rigid, integrity in 
our future engagements with the country powers, to wipe off 
the odium and diftruft now univerfally attached by them to the 
Britifh name."- 

In my humble opinion, the faireft opportunity that ever can 
offer of accomplifhing this great end was loft by concluding a peace 
with the Miforians, at a period that feemed pregnant with every 
advantage to our arms. ' It muft be acknowledged, that without 
money war cannot properly be carried on ; and it will ever be felt 
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as 


as a fubjed of ferious regret, that the Company were not better pre- 
pared for the public expenditures before they involved themfelves and 
the nation in fuch a labyrinth of difficulties.. Had that attention been 
paid by thofe in power here to the true interefts of the Company, I am 
confident that the moil felicitous conferences would have en filed. 
Tippo Sultan, the inveterate enemy of the Englifh name, mioht 
have been effedtually humbled, in place of appearing to treat our 
embaffy with the arrogant pride of a conqueror.. From the many 
proofs that the Company had experienced of the fidelity and obe- 
dient difjpofition of their troops, they might have ventured to impofe 
another year s fervice upon them without incurring a great addi- 
tional expenfe ; and to this I am confident the troops, would have 
readily affented, not only from a defire of revenge for the barbaroua 
treatment of their brave fellow foldiers, but from the idea of novelty 
and advantage aniing from a profecution of the war in an enemy’3 
country, where the lure of plunder would have animated their 
hopes. It can hardly be doubted, when we confider the reduced 
ftate of the Mifore army at that particular period, and' the difcon- 
tent and diffenfions that very generally prevailed in it, but that 
fuccefs muff have attended the efforts of four formidable and' well- 
conducted British armies, ftationed nearly at the four extremities of 
the Mifore kingdom; one of which indeed had already penetrated 
a considerable way into the enemy’s country, and- had fecured {eve* 
ral very important ports; and none of them above two hundred 
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miles from its metropolis. Four fuch armies advancing boldly 
and at the fame time to one great objed, viz. Seringapatnam, with 
a view of placing the rightful heir upon the throne, could not 
poffibly have failed of fuccefs; But it is unpleafing to dwell: upon 
eircumftances that are now paft remedy I fliall therefore, only 
hazard one more obfervation- 

Prudence and policy will clearly didate, that the depofing 
Tippo Sahib, in attempting which little is to be dreaded, and 
eftablilhing the lawful fovereign upon the throne of Mifore, are 
otyeds of the moft eliential confequence to the interefts of the 
India Company in the Carnatic. By fuch means the Marrattas 
would be kept as much in awe as at prefent ; and the Company, in 
the king of Mifore, would moft likely fecure a peaceable neighbour 
and a powerful ally.. 

Tippo Sahib feems artfully to have avoided, and' our pleni- 
potentiaries appear to have as. heedlefsly negleded, making any 
mention of Mahomed Ally, the Nabob of Arcot, in the treaty of 
peace juft ratified. It was treating the Nabob with marked difre- 
fped, and will at all times furnifti to. the Miforian ufurper a 
plaufible pretext for re-commencing hoftilities, and of which he 
will moft affuredly very fpeedily avail himfelfi. He may with 
great propriety fay to the Council of Madras, “ My quarrel is with 
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u the Nabob of Arcot, whom you have not even Ipecified as your 
“ ally in our laft treaty of peace.” 

Permit me now to relate, in a fummary manner, a few of 
the many hardfhips under which this army has laboured in the 
courfe of the war, and to give a Iketch of the injurious treatment by 
which its fervices have been rewarded. Under the direction of a 
government in which difcord uniformly prevailed, the profpedt of 
fuccefs from any enterprife could never be very flattering; and 
yet, under circumftances the moil depreffing, was it not admirable 
to behold the fpirit, difcipline, and perfeverance of the Britilh army, 
who, though conftantly labouring under a complication of the molt 
preffing inconveniences and impending diflrefs, fallied forth with 
alacrity to meet their foes in almofl; every quarter of this immenfe 
continent, and patiently endured all the hardlhips of war, in fpite of 
the united horrors of toil, of famine, and of death ? Under fuch 
circumftances, I believe there are few troops in any fervice that 
would have quietly permitted their pay, from the negligent and dila- 
tory conduct of the civil government, to be twelve months in arrears 
at the conclufion of a war, unequalled perhaps in the annals of 
human kind for toil, hardlhip, barbarity, and carnage. — Little con- 
fideration, however, was paid to their merit and fervices, when the 
latter were no longer required. 

5 


His 
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His MajeAy’s feventy-third regiment was fent out from Eng- 
land with every alluring promife of being put upon the fame pay and 
f eld- allowances with any of their own troops upon the fame fervice 
with them ; but thefe promifes it is well known have never been 
fulfilled. That ferviceable corps, with the reft of his Majefty’s 
troops, was caufed to do duty, during the greateft part of the war, 
in the fame camp with a detachment from Bengal, who, receiving 
double their allowances, had always of courfe a preference in the 
markets, being enabled to pay ready money for fuch articles as they 
wanted ; whilffc the King’s and Madras officers were obliged to 
wait at the door, fupplicating for credit upon their batta bills, 
until thole of greater opulence fhould think proper to retire. Peti- 
tions have been prefented to the Supreme Board, figned by our 
field-officers and others, upon this fubjedt ; and Sir Eyre Coote, 
who perfectly aflented to the juftice of our claims, had promiled to 
ufe all his influence at Bengal in obtaining us redrefs ; but by bis 
unfortunate death all our hopes were crulhed ; and unlefs the 
King, and his miniflers, now think it an objedt worthy of their 
attention, which in juflice to their troops, and as a future prece- 
dent, it certainly ought to be, we mull fit down contented with 
our -wrongs. . : - ,, ■ ' - 


The 


"The implicit obedience which his Majefty’s forces, much to 
-their honour, have uniformly paid to the articles of war, as pre- 
icribed by parliament, viz. “ Fir ft to complete their duty, and 
“ then, if aggrieved, to complain,” ought to be an additional 
incentive with government to elpoufe their caufe. Without a re- 
drefs of grievances, difcipline muft end ; for how can any govern- 
ment, with a . colour of juftice, exadft obedience from an army, if*it 
does not relieve thofe who become fufferers in confequence of a 
rigid conformity to the laws which it has eftablifhed for military 
.conduct r 

All our pay, excepting the king’s, Was for nine months out 
■of the year iffued in bills upon Bengal, which we were obliged to 
get difcounted at the lofs of thirty or forty per cent. Ufurers, or 
monopolizers of fpecie, abounded at Madras, and the money lo 
raifed we were under the neceffity of inftantly expending upon 
liquors and other neceffaries for the field* and thefe commodities 
were only to be purchafed at the moft exorbitant rates, as the 
Council never; once took the leaft trouble in regulating the police 
of Madras, in order to prevent the oppreffive impofitions to which 
the army was always fubje&ed. Such a ftep indeed might have 
proved prejudicial to their own private interefts, and confequently 
not likely to be adopted. 


You 


; You will, however, be better able to comprehend the ftate of 
our finances after perufing the following dfimate- of our receipts 
and dilburfements during the war. 


Estimate of unavoidable Expenfes incurred - by a Captain of bis Majeffs Infantry , 
when in the Field f for a Month of thirty Days ; and alfo a Statement of his Pa}\ as 
it was received monthly ? during the late war. 

His Expenfes, upon the moft economical Plan, according to the cfkbltfhed PntdHce of 
carrying on the War upon the Coromandel Coaft : 


For a dubafh, 4 pagodas per month, is, fierling, ~ 

— a cook, 3 ditto ditto ditto 

— a boy, 1 £ ditto ditto ditto - - - 

■ — four bullocks and two drivers f, for carrying his baggage, at 8 pagodas ; 
and 3 coolies befides, for conveying his bed, &c. at 2 pagodas each, s 

— wine (often neceflary in cafe of ficknefs in this hot climate), 2 dozen, ] 

at 5 pagodas each, . - 

— brandy and rum, 2 dozen, 6 ditto - 

— * tea and fugar, 5 ditto - 

■ — bifcuit, 2 ditto - , 

» — eatables for his table, 8 ditto 

— candles (wax), 2 ditto 

— * walhing and barber, 2 ditto - - - 

— maintenance of a horfe, horfe- keeper, and grafs-cutter, at 7 pagodas, 

— clothes, pocket expenfes, See. &c, - - 

Total, indifpenfably neceffary, 
Alfo a palanquin, with nine bearers, at 2 pagodas each. 


& S' * 
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30 9 4 

740 


Total of the ufaal difburfements, 37 13 4 


The King's pay , received in fpecie, 7s. 6d. per day, is - 
Company's gratuity and bait a % received in bills upon I £. 

Bengal, both included, make - j 27 

Dedud difeount, at 30 per cent, upon a moderate ) « 

■ average, - - - $ 


dA 

o 


II 


4 8 


J. 

o 


19 4 4 J 


Out of pocket monthly. 


3 ° 9 4 


I 7 - 40 


* The Madras officers were ftill wprfe off than the king’s; for what we drew in. fpecie they received in bills 
npon Bengal. It is inconceivable what fhifts thefe gentlernen were fometimes put to through this ncceiEtys 
thei r patience was unparalleled. 

f Inftead of bullocks moft people ufe .twelve or fifteen coolies, at two pagodas each per month.. . : 

N. B* All officers are daily liable £0 have their baggage taken without ever receiving any rccoinpenfe for 
the lofs. 
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The difcount upon our monthly receipts from the Company is 
to be added to the above eftimate of difburfements. 

His Majefty’s officers affert that they have an undoubted claim 
upon the Eail India Company for double batta , according to their 
own orders now upon record at Madras , from the day on which 
General Coote firft landed in the Carnatic with the detachment of 
Bengal Europeans, in 1780, to the very day that the divifion under 
Colonel Pierce feparated from the Madras army in 1784; which, 
upon a rough calculation, amounts to one thoufand pounds and 
upwards for a captain, and fo in proportion to their rank and fer- 
vices to all his Majefty’s officers who have done duty with the 
main army in the Carnatic. Thefe are fums too ferious to be 
withheld from deferving foldiers, who have dearly earned every 
recompenfe which can be bellowed upon them. 

Another inftance of the generojity and jufiice of the Company’s 
civil fervants, in the Carnatic, was their honourable diflr ibution of 
prize-money arifing from the many feizures of cattle and grain that 
had been made by the army ; and which, in place of being diftri- 
buted amongft the foldiers, were publicly fold in the camp bazar at 
a good price.- — Many flattering infinuations were made in the courfe 
of the war, that the troops might exped large dividends of prize- 
money towards its conclufion ; but of thefe we hear nothing more. 

I have 


I have obtained permiffion to return to Britain upon the re- 
cruiting fervice, and have taken my paflage in a French fhip from 
Pondicherry; that mode of conveyance being by much the moft eco- 
nomical ; and, to tell you the truth, upon comparing the prefent ftate 
of my finances with that at my landing in India* I find myfelf upwards 
of two hundred pounds a lofer by the war. This, it muft be confefled, 
is no very flattering encouragement for a military man to feek his 
fortune in the Eaft. 

My next letter will probably be dated from the Ifle of France; 
where the fhip, in which I embark, means to touch for water and 
refrefhments. Thank Heaven I fhall in a few days quit, I hope 
never to return to them, the moft difagreeable of all fervices, and 
moft uncomfortable of climates. It is impoffible to paint the 
pleafing ideas that arife in my bofom at the profped of fo fpeedily 
revifiting my native country; in which I hope to repair the fhock 
which even a fhort refidence in this climate invariably gives to the 
conftitution of an European. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER 


LETTER XVilL 


Ifle of France,, Auguft, 1784. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


It is hardly poffible for me to exprefs the degree of happinefs 
which I now enjoy in finding myfelf thus far advanced upon my 
voyage homewards. I fee few other advantages, that a native of 
Great Britain can derive from whiting foreign countries, than a 
tendency, which an intimate knowledge of them imparts, to 
ftrengthen and render permanent that amor fiat rice, implanted by 
the hand of Nature in the human bread. My conftitution never 
accorded with the enervating clitoate of India. Its infufterable 
heat feemed even to perfecute me to the very lad moment of my 
refidence in that country; for I had no fooner reached Pondicherry, 
on my voyage homewards by the way of France, than I was feized 
with a violent bilious fever and return of a liver-complaint; which, 
in the fpace of eight days, reduced me fo low that I was fcarcely 
able to walk ; but, through the humane attentions which I received 
from two' gentlemen (Lieutenant-colonel Dairymple, of the 
s'L't' ,, ,W'> ... " ■ • feventy- 


feventy -third regiment, and Mr. Robert Barclay y a worthy and 
benevolent counfellor, who was fent, at this period, to Pondicherry 
to deliver it and other places up to the French, and to fettle fome 
difputes which had arifen about the difpofal of, Trinquamallee), 
I fo far recovered as to be able to embark on board of the St. Charles, 
of fix hundred tons burthen, bound for the Idle of France and 
Marfeilles. A tolerable cabin was allotted to me in this fhip of 
about fix feet fquare ; for which I have agreed to pay one hundred 
and twenty pounds fielding, which is eighty pounds lefs than what 
the captains of Britifii Eaft Indiamen ufually demand for a home 
pafiage. — The crew is chiefly compofed of Italians from Leghorn ; , 
fome of whom, fpeak a few words of Englifh. Several French, 
officers alfo took a pafiage on board of the veflel to the Ifle of 
France; for which I have fince learnt they paid but a trifling 
compenfation, and at the fame time were treated with the utmoft 
attention and refpect. I mean not to tire your patience by a 
minute detail of our voyage from Pondicherry to this place.- 
Suffice it to oblerve, that harmony and good humour reigned in. 
our flaps and, though the entertainment cannot be compared with, 
that given on board of an Englifh yEaft Indiaman, yet the pleafant 
manners and fprighjtly converfation of the French gentlemen ren- 
dered the voyage extremely agreeable. An evening feldom pafled 
without our being entertained by the feamen with fome, burlefque. 
farce or humourous fongs. I obferved (and indeed I am told it is. 
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cuttomary amongtt the Italian and French feamen) that the crew 
paid the greateft deference to the boatfwain, and that they had 
fele&ed one man out of their number, the moil noted for wit and 
buffoonery, to be the leading performer in their amufements. 
Sometimes they would adt puppet -dhows; at other times laughable 
farces and country dances ; and, by way of variety, a whittling 
concert of firft, fecond, and third, was fometimes admirably per- 
formed. Thefe men were at the fame time expert and careful 
feamen. But what is molt of all to be admired in thofe people is 
their extreme fobriety. Not a fymptom of intoxication appeared 
during the whole voyage, and the utmoft harmony uniformly 
reigned. — Were I to chufe a crew, with whom I was to perform 
a long voyage, they thould certainly be Leghornois and French, 
with a few fteady Englith quarter -matters and petty-officers. I 
cannot fay much, however, for the naval tkill of the officers who 
had the charge of the thip. They have been appointed to their 
Nations by intereft, not from their experimental knowledge of 
their profetfion ; confequently they know little of attronomy, of 
the nature of currents, or even of geography itfelf.— The matter is 
confidered as a prodigy, becaufe he attempted occafionally to obferve 
the fun’s delineation with the azimuth compafs. They teemed to 
trufl entirely to their maps, the compafs, and the log-book, for 
their fafety; and it cott them a whole day to look out for the 
itland of Roderique, fituated to the eattward of Mauritius ; whereas. 
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in going to India, the officers of the Englifh Eaft Indiamen told us 
the very hour upon which the flag-ftaff of Fort St. George would 
heave in fight. 

I* was the only valetudinarian on board; but the fea air, 
together with the dread of coming under the hands of our Italian 
Efculapius (who is a perfect original in his way) greatly tended to 
recruit my health and fpirits. 

Our veliel approached the Ifle of France upon the fouth-eaft 
quarter of it; fo that, before we reached Port Louis, I had the 
fatisfadtion of coafting round more than one half of the ifland ; and 
I was induced to take particular notice of the different bays as we 
paffed along, and to form fome conjecture of the defence which 
this important place feems capable of making. In this fettlement 
the French have judicioufly fixed their chief feat of Oriental 
government, as it anfwers in every refpedt to them what Batavia 
does to the Dutch.— The .Mauritius is fituated in about the 20th 
degree of fouth latitude, and 56th eaft longitude, from London. It 
deems much about the fhape, and fomething larger in point of fize, 
than the Ifle of Wight. The centre of this ifland is formed of 
prodigioufly rocky mountains, which on every fide diminfth, in a 
manner ftrikingly pidturefque, as they advance towards the lea, 
leaving between them vallies * of fome extent ; which, with the 
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■defter hills, are well watered and covered with wood. Perpetual 
moifture hahgs upon the fummit of thefe mountains ; which 
renders the verdure upon moft of them, and particularly that of 
the vallies, moft beautifully luxuriant. The north-eaft quarter, 
being by much the moft champaign, feems to be well inhabited. 
•Here the genteel inhabitants of Port Louis have their country- 
■houfes. Their cattle are chiefly fed upon the eaft fide, the pafture 
and water being both better and more plentiful than in any other 
quarter. 

Our fhip, though failing brilkly right before the wind, was 
twelve hours on her paflage from the ifland of Rodcrique to the 
bay of Port Louis. Several fmall rocky iftands run about north and 
by weft from Roderique obliquely along the eaft coaft of Mauritius 
at the diftance of about two, three, five, and feven leagues from 
the main, land? amongft which the whales were fo numerous and 
playful that I frequently thought, as we fteered our courfe through 
the channel, fbme of them would have jumped upon the deck. 

The Ifle of France does not by any means appear to be fo 
impregnable a place as it has been generally reprefented. The 
ftiore, in moft parts, is bold and rocky ; but there are many con- 
venient landing places upon the coaft where the water is deep 
enough to admit of frigates coming fufftciently near it to cover a 
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defcent, notwithstanding that thefe are defended by heavy batteries. 
The veffel in which I was, of fix hundred tons burthen, fleered 
clofe enough to the fihore to have made a good ufe of her artillery 
though it is commonly reported that a reef of rocks encircles the 
whole coafl at cannon- fhot diftance; which I believe is more 
formidable in name than in reality. 

Port Louis is at prefent the metropolis of this ifland ; though, 
when the Dutch firft took poffefiion of it, a place now called the 
Great Port , on the fouth-eafi: quarter, was reckoned the capital. 
Port Louis is fituated in the recefs of a triangular bay, the bafe or 
entrance of which may be about two leagues and a half over ; and 
from thence to the moll interior creek (where there is a good dock, 
and a harbour capable of containing two hundred veflels) is^ full 
fix miles;, prefenting, as report fays, a very difficult navigation. 
The French make a ffiam of fending a pilot to conduCt {hips of 
burthen through the channel for the lafl two miles, betwixt two 
rows of white fags artfully placed as if in the only practicable 
channel ; but I have feen fiiips, of a good fize, pafs ftraight in and 
out at pleafure ; and the wind blows frequently from all directions. 

The town is Ipacious, and the houfes, built chiefly of wood, 
form one continued ftreet full a mile and a half in length. It hag 
more the refemblance of an European city than, any that I haye 
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feen on this fide of the Cape, both from the buftle of commerce 
and the genteel appearance of the inhabitants. The fair fex are 
numerous here, and are faid to poffefs all the gallantry of their 
mother country, being all remarkably handfome in their perfcns, 
and engaging in their manners. I met with great politenefs from 
them, and in a particular manner from the Governor, who indulged 
me with the privilege of walking where I pleafed. 

I think it matter of ferious regret, that government did not 
think of directing their find efforts of the laft war in the Eaft againft 
this ifland. A ftroke well levelled at the root of the tree would have 
occasioned the fall of its dependencies; a mode the mod certain 
.and expeditious for fubduing the French power in. this quarter of 
the globe. Had this meafure been adopted, the Britifh might not 
only with eafe have crufhed Hyder Ally, but given a good account 
of the Dutch and Spanifh fettlements in the Eaft- Indies, 

The principal inhabitants of this place ridicule our nation pro- 
■digioufly for not having, in the beginning of the war, directed Sir 
Edward Hughes’s fquadron to attack this place upon its way to 
Madras. One of the moft refpeftable gentlemen of this town 
really aflured me that they were then fo -much in dread of that 
event, and the ifland was at that time in fuch a wretched ftate of 
defence, that articles of capitulation had been thought of from the 
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anticipation of fuch an attempt. Both the Illes of France and 
Bourbon muft have undoubtedly fallen into our hands, for at that 
period hardly any works of defence had been erected, nor were 
there above five hundred European regulars in both iflands. The 
French, however, will, I apprehend, take care for the future that 
they fhall not be caught in fuch an impotent flate. 

With all deference to the projectors of Commodore Johnflon’s- 
abortive expedition, it may not improperly be obferved, that, had 
the attack of the Ifle of France been its objeCt, it might have even 
then been fubdued by a prudent and well* conducted attack; and 
would have proved a greater fource of glory to thofe engaged in it, 
and to the nation at large, than even the battle of Porto Pray a, or 
the taking of the Cape of Good-Hope. It may perhaps be deemed 
preemption in me to offer an opinion upon a fubjeCt of fuch im- 
portance ; but, as I write in the full confidence of friendship, and 
after having bellowed fome attention upon the matter, I trufl 
that my observations may not prove altogether unfatisfaCtory. I 
am now' fo thoroughly convinced that it will be in vain for us ever 
to think of Subduing the French power in India, without iirfl re- 
ducing the Kies of F ranee and Bourbon, that, when another war takes 
place between the two rival nations, I would humbly and flrenu- 
oufly recommend it to the government of Great-Britain, to lofe 
no time in making a vigorous attack upon thus place, as the moft 
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effectual and fpeedy method of accomplilhing fo great an end. 
Such an expedition might perhaps be attended with feme lofs, but 
not near fo much as a procraftinated, and perhaps unfuccefsful, war 
might occafion. 

It would be no difficult matter for a few fhips of war and 
frigates, ftationed betwixt the I lies of France and Bourbon and 
Madagafcar, with two cruizers polled to the fouth-eaft , and two more 
to the fouth-weft or windward fde of the illand, to reduce Port 
Louis in a Ihort time by famine. The troops fent againft it ought 
to be Europeans and fepoys from Madras, or Europeans frelh from 
England. I conceive that four thoufand Europeans alone, or two 
thoufand Europeans and four thoufand fepoys, with a proper pro- 
portion of fhips of war, would be necefiary to effed this bulinefs 
completely. It would be proper, likewife, in an enterprife of this 
nature, to diffufe through the illand a report that all the Haves, 
but particularly the Marm , or runaway negroes, who Ihould join 
the Britilh ftandard, Ihould be completely emancipated, and have 
fmall portions of land affigned them for cultivation ; and that thole 
who Ihould be found in arms againft us at the conqueft of the 
illand, either African or Malabar of the black calls, Ihould be de- 
livered up as Haves to thofe who Ihould favour us ; for the Ipace of 
(even years only, however, when flavery Ihould ceafe. Blacks 
from Madagafcar and Africa might be invited over, not lhamefully 
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trepanned, to fettle here, which would in a fhort time render labour 
cheap enough, without unfeelingly reducing the human fpecies to 
the level of brutes, • ' 

As the works are very open and extenfive upon both extre- 
mities of the town of Port Louis, the enemy’s force might be 
greatly divided by landing an equal number of troops upon each fide, 
of the port ; which, however, ought to be very attentive to ad 
in concert by judicious fignals, either in the night or day, when 
an attack is meditated by the enemy, or any movement to be made. 
In the mean time two fhips of war, with feveral fmall craft con- 
ftrudted as fire fhips, Rationed in the mouth of the harbour, might 
be ready, whenever the enemy fhould threaten a ferious attack, to 
draw nigh and fire random red hot fhot into the town; or, if the 
wind fhould happen to blow hard at any time from the north-weft, 
to let a firefhip adrift among them ; in which veflel a' fort of 
wooden mortars * might be fo conftru&ed, charged with (hells, as 
that, when the fire fhould communicate to the deck, they fhould 
fet off the fhells with a fhort fufe into the town, A firft rate man 
of war can anchor w.ithin one hundred yards of the fmall ifland, 

* During the fiege of Vandewafli, Captain Flint, who fo nobly defended that 
garrifon, made wooden mortars with iron hoops round them, whiph anfwered his 
purpofe extremely well. That excellent officer alfo contrived hand-grenades , made 
of dried potter's earthy which he filled and threw with great effert into the enemy’s 
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fituated on the eaft fide of the harbour, named VIJle de ‘forme tiers* 
Upon the eaft flank of the town, and alfo not far from the weftern 
extremity, run fordable rivers, the firft called Latanier, and the 
other Little River , near to Fort-blanc. Many rapid rivers of this 
kind defcend in every direction from the mountains, and where 
thefe difembogue themfelves into the fea are the moft likely places 
in which to efFeft a paftage over the reef of rocks that are fold to 
guard the coaft ; and, when once boats get within thofe barriers, 
the water becomes perfectly fmooth in many places to the very 
beach. In the river Citroniers , on the fouth weft extremity of the 
ifland, I am told that ftiips of two hundred tons are built. At 
Pojl Jacotet , near to this river, an arm of the fea runs up into 
the land, and forms a fpacious bafon, where fmall veffels could 
reach the ihore in the moft perfect fecurity. Here I ftiould pro- 
pofe to make the firft defcent with two hundred Europeans and 
fix hundred fepoys, without artillery *, it being the moft retired 
comer of the ifland, and the moft likely place to be joined in by the 
Mar on negroes, who live chiefly in that neighbourhood. The end 
of April would be the moft proper fea&n, when the monfoon 
weather ceafes, when the winds become variable, and the winter 
ftores of the inhabitants are completely exhaufted. The detach- 
ment thus landed fhould have orders, as foon as they fhould be 
reinforced by the Mar on nogroes, or people upon whofe intelligence 
they might depend, to form two equal divifions, and proceed 
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towards Port Louis upon each fide of the coaft, as the interior 
parts are perfedly imcceffible, in order to fweep away all the cattle 
that fhould be found in the vallies, whilft the reft of the troops and 
fhips fhould alfo be formed into two divifions, and run down before 
the wind on each fide of the ifland, and with all expedition effed a 
landing upon each extremity of the town as before propofed. By 
this means the enemy’s force would be greatly divided, and their 
forage completely cut off, which, it is reafonable to fuppofe, would 
toon reduce the town to a capitulation. At any rate, if the ifland 
could not be effedually fubdued, very great damage might be done 
to the French in 'that quarter, even by a fleet that fhould have 
orders to attack Mauritius upon its paflage to India. 

So much for a projed that at prefent may appear chimerical, 
but which perhaps In the courfe of a Succeeding war may attrad 
ibme notice, and lay the foundation for an important acquifition to 
the Britifh crown *. 

* The view of Port Louis, which is attached to this letter, I began to delineate 
immediately as our veflel entered that harbour, but being foon taken notice of by the 
pilot, who raifed a hue-and-cry againft me, and threatened to carry me before the 
governor about it, I was forced for the time being to defift, and was glad to Quit the 
pilot’s mouth by the peace-offering of a few dollars, which perhaps faved me from 
ignoble durance j but as our fhip failed out of the harbour upon her departure, I took 
the opportunity of completing my fketch from the ftern windows of my cabin. 
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■ As the remainder of our voyage will in all probability prove- 
very tedious, I purpofe employing my leifure hours on board the 
fhip in drawing out, for my own fatisfa&ion, an enumeration of thofe 
obftacles which feemed to me to have chiefly impeded the fuccels of 
the Britifh arms in the late Carnatic war againft Hyder Ally ; and, as 
far as my obfervation and experience can dictate, to fuggeft hints for 
a remedy of thofe evils in the event of a future war; which plans I 
lhall hereafter take an opportunity of fubmitting to the perufai 
of thofe whom they may principally concern. 


in my native land, 
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